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$XIXnka was geo- 
Malaysian delegation to 

graphically not qudi- the meeting* 

6edto become a hem- 
ber of Asean. Application 

However, he said, the 
various member coun- 
tries would have to give 
serious thought to Sri 
Lanka’s intention to join 
Ascan. 

He was speaking to re- 
porters after opening the 
two-day seminar on the 
Fourth Malaysia Plan or- 
ganised by the Feder- 
ation of Malaysian Man- 
ufacturers here. 

He also said he would 
.not be able to attend the 
Asean Economic Min- 
istors’mceting in Jakarta 
next week as the 

The Deputy Prime 
Minister said the Jakarta 
meeting was expected to 
discuss the proposal to. 
share energy resources 
among member coun- 
tries. 

“Inter-Asean trans. 
port, mainly sea’ trans- 
port, will also be dis- 
cussed at the meeting.” 

On preferential trad- 
ing arrangements/ 
(PTA), Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said Malaysia 1 
had agreed in principie io 
*ncrease the tariff cut 

from 10 per cent to 20. 

In &ANILA: Asean 
Secretary-General 
Narcisco Reyes said Ase- 
an would give “serious 
consideration” to any ap- 
plication by Sri Lanka to 
poFy the five-member 

I 

But Asean diplomats, 
here for an Asean stand- 
ing committee meeting i 
which opened today, in-’ 
dicated that geographic, I 
political and economic 
factors would have to be 
taken into account. . 

Speaking to Reuter 
during a break in todam, 
meeting, Mr Keyes said 
the ll-year-old or- 
ganisation had not re- 
ceived notification of Sri 
Lanka’s intention to app 
ly, announced in Colombo 
yesterday by State Min- . 

istir Anandatissa. de 
Alwis. 

But the Filipino 
diplomat noted that Sri 
Lankan Prime Minister 
Ranasinghe Premadasa, 
in a tour of four Asean 
countries last month, had 
expressed renewed in- 
terest in joining the non- . 
communist organisation. 

“Any application 
would be given serious 
consideration;” Mr Reyes 
said, adding that it would 
probably have to be chan- 
nelled through the chair-, :- 

man of the standing com- 
mittee, currently Philip- 
pine Foreign Minister 
Carlos Romulo. 

He said it could be dls- 
cussed at the next mcet- 
ing of the standing com- 
mittee in June prior to 
the annual Ascan For- 
;Lye Ministers’ meeting 
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