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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - J&&I& Se_ri_ Dr 
&l&hathir Mohamad..: did today he h%ad?i%ed 
coniende.~s‘-fd~-‘the Umno deputy president’s 
pos,I to also accept nominations for vice-presi- 

He said-this should not ,mno members ensured 
be done as it would lead : a smooth process in the 
to corruntion. election. 
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Hd added that this would ensure that the 
unsuccessful contender secures a seat in the 
Umno Supreme Council. 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said this with 

He added that Umno 

reference to an expected 
contest for the deputy 
presidency between 
Tengku Razaleigh 
H.!.mzah and Datuk Musa 
Hitam. 

members had on numcr- 
ous occasions demon- 
strated this unique quali- 
ty of closing ranks after 
any intra-party tension. 

He was speaking to rc- 
porters after launching 
the Bumiputra House 
Buyers’ Association here 
today. 

Dutuk Scri Dr 
Mahathir said that, as in 
his case, he has also not 
withdrawn his candidacy 
for the deputy president’s 
post although he has been 
nominated for the prcsi- 
dcncy. 

“Should there bc a con- 
test., for the presidency 
nnd Lcannot serve as a 
presi‘dent. the deputy 
president’s post will even 
be all right,” he added. 

“However, if the post of 
president is uncontcstcd, 
then it is pointless for me 
to contest for the deputy 
presidency. ‘WC will see 
on. June 9.” 

.--Close ranks 
- Asked whether his ad- 
vice to the contenders 
was for reasons that the 
party could not afford to 
lose any of the leaders, hc 
said that it was not a 
question of whether 
Umno could or could not 
afford. 

He strcsscd that it_wa,s 
more that the. part.3 
would need the serv&es 
of all Umno members for 
as long as possible. 

Datuk Scri Dr 
Mahalhir also expressed 
optimism that party 
members would be able 
to close ranks after the 
clcction to the Supreme 
Council. 
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He recalled that before 
his expulsion from the 
party previously, mem- 
bers had threatened to 
leave the fold but this did 
not happen with, his ex- 
pulsion. 

This, he addedionly in- 
dicated the members’ al- 
legiance to the party and 
their ability to close 
‘anks. 

Earlier, in ALOR 
STAR. the Deputy Prime 
Kinister reminded can- 
lid_ates who wished to 

contest for posts in Umno 
not to makeuse of Gov- 
ernment machinery and 
powers for their own in- 
terests. 

He aaid Government 
machinery could only be 
used for the people’s in- 
terest and not for party 
or individual interest. 
: ,Hii added that can- 
didates contesting party 
posts must USC the ma- 
chinery provided by the 
party 40 obtain support. 

Opening the Kuala 
Kedah Umno division 
conference, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir said hewid 
not wish to see anyone 
making use pf Govcrn- 
mcnt machinery for his 
own interest. 

His +egret 
PI:. 

e ex&ressed regret 
some quarters were 

:i > ing favours from 
1 ‘3-s contesting top 
posts in the party if those 
leaders wanted their sup- 
port. 

He urged Umno mem- “The Umno general 
bers not to let Datuk Hus- eleption is an example to 
sein Onn down by shat- -component parties in -the 
tering the confidence he National Front and the 
has in Umno’s maturity Government,” he said.. 
in electing party leaders. 1 

“We should not disaw- 1 
point him by creating ’ 
various issues over the 
party’s leadership,” he 
said. 

Datuk Scri Dr 
Mahathir said Dntuk 
Hussein was fully confi- 
dent that Umno members 
were wise and mature 
enough in electing their 
leaders. 

Knowing this, hc 
added, Datuk Hussein an- 
nounced his intention re- 
cc$y_to step down__q 

--. __I 
Umno president and the 
country’s Prime Min- 
ister. 

According to him, Da? 
tuk Hussein felt that it 
was the most suitable 
time for him to make the 
announcement - before 
the coming Umno Gener- 
al Assembly. 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir was confident 
that Umno members 
would not be influenced 
by emotions and im- 
mature thinking in the 
election. 

He. added that they 
should put the interest of, 
the party and the coun- 
try’s future above their 
self-interest in deciding 
the candidates for the 
various party posts. 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir reminded them 
that in campaigns for 
their candidates, they 
should not resort to tat- 
tics which could be ex- 
ploited by opposition 
parties. 

They should not black- 

He added that a suc- 
cessful election would 
ensure continued stablity 
in,the party and Govern- 
ment resulting in greater , 
respect from political 
friends and foes. 

He also reminded 
them that the Govcm- 
ment’s success would 
greatly depend on 
Umno’s ability to 
strengthen the par& 

mail or threaten the par- 
ty or the Government in 
ensuring victory for their 
candidate. 

According to him. it 
was important that 
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