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PEW .NG, Sun. - Deputy Prime Minister Datuk S&Dr Mahathir 
tiohamad said that it is onlv a traditionmhe Umno deputy 
prcsident’to.bc the Deputy Prime Minister. 

But sometimes a tradition have to be ignored, he said. Quoting _ 
a popular Malay proverb, “Biar mati anak, jangan mati adat,” (let j ,’ 
the child, but not tradition, die), Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir askedz?If ’ 
the child dies, then who will carry on the tradition?” ,y,, 

There is no law stipulating that whoever becomes Umno deputy : 
president would automatically become the Deputy Prime Mm-, 
ister of the country, Datuk $eri Dr Mahathir, who is also Umno 
deputy president, said. 

He told the Bukit Ben- ’ 
dera Umno division dele- 
gates’ conference today 

\ 
he did not, wish to make 
any assessment on any 
candidates who would be 
nominated to either the 
Umno Supreme Council 
or the vice-presidency or 
the deputy presidency or 
“even the presidency, 
that is if I’m not the one 
nominated.” 

“This is because the 
system of our party is 
that whenever a leader is 
chosen, the leader must. 
work closely with party a 
members so that .collec- 
tively they can’ lead the 
party towar.& better- 
ment,” he said’ .’ ,m 

If initially, it’$d been ; 
decided who should be , 
the pmpanion for a lead; 
er and if the companion - 
was not chosen even- 
tually, then the feeling of ; 
dissatisfaction would - 3 
arise. .’ .’ ‘, 

i 
“This will not bring 8V#--i ,_hdidate should ac_ 

alx$t ap effective and up- 
cept nomination for the to-date administration. ‘iparty election but he 

Thlf is the reason Why I ishould not choose to hold 
$$ ~~t~et:~e~i~~$~a~~ ,the post he likes. 

1 ty leaders. “If the party wants to 
,’ ‘!However; a leader give him the 

ident, he P 
ost of pres- 

wi 1 be presi- 
f ~~~~~lf,4,“,wi~f~“~t~~~~~ (dent, if it wants to glve 

ihim the post of deputy 
,* party* He should not; /president, he will be the 

choose the Post that he Ideputy president. If it 

feels he should hold,” he 
~ added. wants to give him noth- 
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He said many party 
leaders were expected to 
lose in their contests for 
Umno supreme council 
posts. 

“But we should not 
hold the attitude that be- 
cause we lose in the con- 
test, we don’t want to be, 
close with Umno. How- 
ever, I am confident our 
leaders will continue to 
give their services to the 
party.” 

D a t u k -S e r-r_. 
Mahathir said-ffwas best _.- .--. 
me dtd not-decide what 
post one should hold in 
the party. “We must ac- 
cept whatever post we 
have been picked for.” : 

He said he had ac-’ 
ceuted his nomination for 
the post of deputy presi- 
dent. “But now there are 
nominations for me for 
the president’s post. If 
they nominate m or the 

% president’s post, th n it’s 
good because I also ac- 
cept it,” he said. 

“If there are more 
than one nomination for 
the’president’s post, then 
I must take the op- 
portunity to contest for 

the deputy president as 
well. 

However, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir said it was 
up to Umno members as 
“I do not want to give any 
indication regarding this 
matter as I regard party 
members as wise. They 
know who they want to be 
their leaders.” 

On the campaigns 
being mounted for the 
June 26 Umno election, 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
said this was something 
encouraged by the party 
itself? !\ 

i”’ 

\ I Unpopular 
Umno is a party which 

is well-organlsed as this 
.is ,important for its 
stability, he said. 

“Every year we hold 
the party’s divisional 
general meetings, which 
are normally opened by 
party leaders from other 
places.” he said. 

“We observe that this 
year not only Federal 
Ministers have been in- 
vited to open such ,meet- 
ings. but also many Men- 
tr;,ses3esar from several 

It is fortunate Umno 
practises the democratic 
system in choosing its 
leaders. The members 
will have a chance every 
three years to choose 0th. 
era in place of the leadex 
who had not carried out 
his duties well. 

“But sometimes, it is 
the Malay’s attitude not 
to raise any feeling of 
frustration. Instead we 
want to restore leaders to 
their positions although 
we don’t ‘agree with 
them,” he said. . 

“Thus undesirable . . .__ 
matters will arise and 

‘the party will become 
weak and members leave 

v thevarty.:_.l i’.. 
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“This action is v&-y 
lmportant as party mem- 
bers can get close to the 
leaders. Without this. we 
will not get the opportuni- 
ty to know them better, 
especially the Mentris 
Besar who are only.con- 
fined to their own states,” 
he said. 

He said the Me&s 
Besar were also national 
leaders but in View of 
their responsibilites to 
their states, they seldom 
get the chance for close 
rapport with members in 
other states. 

So far this had only 
happened at t h e., the party or Governm&S 
divisiona! level.and not at, Datuk Serf Dr 
1 
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the natioiraJ:level~as :%e.Mahathir also said a 
are abie to’kQow our lead- leader has heavy respon- 
ers better and canmake sibilities to the people 
:;:;_:a1 assessments of and country and should 

I -~’ not be concerned only 
“There are’people who with making a name for 

are proud and there are himself. 
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others who behave as if I 
they are leaders when 

The responsibilities of 
:a leader is not to gain 
, popularity. “I would pre- 
fer to be. unpopular rath-. 

Later, in Kls.ng, Datuk: er than see the Malays 
Seri Dr Mahathir re- suffer.” 
minded Umno members The Deputy Prime 
to be cautious when Minister saidthe Govern- 
criticising the Govern-‘.ment sometimes faced 
ment. ‘. difficulties in responding 

Stressing that Umno.is to criticism by Umno 
the $hrust of the present members over such vital 
Government. the Deputy issues like the New Eco- 
Prime Minister, said: “If nomic Policy ,and infla- 
we don’t like any of our tion 
leaders, then when party, “At times the Govern- 
CkCtiOnS come, don’t vote ment does not wish to re- 
for them.” ply to criticisms. But if 

Umno was formed not we don’t explain we may 
to make their leaders po- Jose’,+.nd .if we chose to 
pu1a.r but to Place the explain we may also be 
Malays in their rightful ‘-misunderstood.” 
position in the country 
he told the Shah Alam ’ .‘( 

, ‘_ _ 

Umno division delegates’ 
conference. 

He said Umno mem- 
bers must be brave in fac- 
ing facts squarely and be 
direct in wanting to rec- 
tify any weaknesses in ,’ 
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