
FROM K,C LEONG 

BANGKOK A& 24’; ERNAMA ’ 
HE IS *VEftf HOPiFUL+ 

k I’ --@;TUK SERi DR, _M_IIHA&R S-AID 
AT W TH A ITTLE BIT MORE GUIDANCE, 

MALAYSIANS w0Ul.D BE ABLE TO ACH IEVE REAL. RACIAL HARMONY, 
THEf?E 18 NQ VERY DRAMATIC. WAY OF BPING t NG * AROCIT HARMONY 

AMONG THE RACES AS THtS .WAS A PROBLEM THAT NOT VERY MANY 
PEW'LE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SOLVE 

THE PRIME MINISTER MADE THd !%JI;:;:~~T A QUESTtON AND 
ANSWER SESSION FOLLOWING A LUNCH AT THE FoREtGN CORRESPONDENTS 
CLUB OF THAILAND HERE. 

HE SAID WHEREVER THERE ARE DlFFERENT RACES LiV ~NG 
fOGETHER THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AT EACH OTHER‘S THROATS AND 
IN SOME COUNTRIES THIS HAD BEEN GOING ON FOR YEARS 

+I THINK WE HAVE DONE VERY WELL t NDFED COMPARED’Tfj 
THESE m’HER COUNTRIES RACE RELATIONS IN MALAY$lA 1s FAR 

.BE?-l-Ef? THAN ANYWHERE i!LSE IN WHERE THERE- Is TI-IAT I(IIJD OF 
MIXTURE OF RACES,+ HE ADDED, 

HE SAID THERE lS A NEED TO RECOGNISE THAT THEsE 1s A 
R’ACI AL PROBLEM IN MALAYS I A AND ADDED THAT CIE t{hD sTR jVEN TO 
MAKE THIS FAC? RECOGNISED THRO~IGH HIS E~~LIBR’SPEECHES AF.ID 
\t’R ITI NGS, 
- BERNAMA MORE 

Y. THE BOOK, THE ~:!ALAY, 111 LEr,;‘!Aw 

Ni2~4 o-3 
f.lAHAT!.I 1 R-&AC 1 AL ? !,~NC#o1( d%‘o 

T\-jE NEW ECONOblIC POLICY IS BASEI3 O!‘J THIS @ECoGNlTlON 
THAT THERE IS A PROBLEM Of RACE RELATIONS IN p4ALAj’S IA 
ARtStNG FROM THE UNEQUAL ECONOMJC DEVELOPMENT EKTWEEN 
DIFFERENT RACtAL GROUPS. 

I 

AND OVER TIME THE PEOPLE HAD COME TO REAilX ~-I/U THE 
NEP \$A GOOD fHjf& FOR THEM AND EVEN THOSE WHO FELT 
THEY WERE GOING TO BE DEPRIVED ,OF THEIR OPPORTUNlTtES 
HAVE NOW FOUND THAT THEY HAVE ACTUALLY DONE EXTREMELY 
WE& DESPlTE OF OR BECAUSE OF THE NEP, HE SAID. 

+fiANY MORE PEOPLE NOW ARE BEG IN91 NG, TO f?EALtSE THAT 
THE NEP tS IN FACT WHAT IT PURPORT-? TO T:E, A POLICY THAT 
tS TRYING TO BOOST THE ECONOMY WHILE AT THE SAME Tlf<{E 
CREATl NG A ‘MORE EQU ITABLE %X?,IETY IN \‘H t CH THE RACES CAN 
CtVE WH~THOUT FEAR OR ENVY OF EACH OTHER + HE F.T’DED. 

AS TO WHAT ELSE COULD BE DONE, HE 5Alfi THE MOST, 
IMPORTANT TH ING 15 TO EXPLAIN TO THE PEOPLE THAT THE NEP 
1s REALLY TO STIMULATE GROtllTH OUT OF !+‘HlCH WEALTtl CAN 

TODAY 

I3E REDISTRIBUTED, 
THIS POINT. I 9 NOW WELL TAKE11 4ifD OF LATE, THE .Ctl 1 r::Es$ _ 

COMMlJNjTy WAS RESPONlJlNG VERY \df:LL lNi7EED, HE ADXD. - 
BERNAMA MORE Ik37/YF . 

. 

. 



+I FIND THAT T\l!:Y. Asr: VERY READY TO LISTEN AND THEY 
MAVr EVct! ASK? 1°C WtlAT 1T IS'THEY r!EED TO Do,+ DATUK _.-.. 
<; ;:. I:\’ 1 f)R . MAHATHIH AD'fD, 

THE CHtNESE BUSINFSWEN HA!! ALSO SAID THE PAST POLtCY 
Of CONFRONT’ATIQN WITH THE GOVERNMENT IS OVER. AND WANTED 
TO DO SOMETHtNG POSlTtVE TO C‘aNTR IRIJTE TOWARDS THE NEP 
AND HE HAD TAKEN THEM AT THE IF? WORD AND FELT THEY WOULD 
DO SOMETH I NG. 

ASKED ABOUT AN ARTICLE HE WROTE 1 N A MALAYS I AN NEGPAPER 
CRITICISINQ THE PRESS AND WHETHER IT, MEANT ME WOULD IMPOSE 
CENSORSHIP AND MUZZLE THE PRESS, DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR, 

S IM I LARLY TI,jF Bl!Y 1 NG OF CLASS IF I ED GOV’ERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
ANI’) PIJD&fSH1N(3 'WEbI COl.fLI') FG'U$TRATE THE CONDUCT OF 
1 NT’Ef??JATf ONAL RELAT I ON * 

+WE ARE TRYING TO SOLVF PROBLEMS (BETWEEN*NATtONS) i3UT 
;~;G;~~RCREATING PROBLEMS FOR US,+ HE ADDED TO A BURS’?’ OF 

. 
+I MA? HAVE SOME DEFECT ON A CERTAI 

WHICH IS COVERED BUT NEED I GO AROUND 
t,T + HE ASKED TO EVEN GREATER LAUGHTER 

+LET US HIDE SOME OF OUR IMPERFECT1 
HE ADDED THAT THE ARTICLE HE WROTE 

MALAYS IAN PRESS AS HE WANTED THEfd TO IJ 
ARE PART OF THE NATLQN-BUILDJMG PROCES 
THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE* 

+lF WE WANT TO HAVE A MULTI-RACIAL 
THEN THE FRESS MUST PLAY ITS ROLE + HE 

+IF I HAD WANTED TO CENSOR THE’PRES 
#OT HAVE BEEFI TO WRfTE IN THE PRESS RU 
DOWN,+ - BERh!AMA 1944/YF 

. 

~ n I PdRT OF MY BODY 
3 TARK NAKED DISPLAY I NG 

N ATjON THAT' Ic Ilb!lPcn 
ADDED, 

S 
T 

THE DES-f WAY WOULD 
S I!lPLY TO CLAMP 

INS.+ ‘. 

‘AS MA1 NLY FOR THE 
‘DERSTAND THAT THEY ’ 

AND THAT THEY HAP 

V 
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