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© KUALA LUMPUR, “JAN. 14 %EKHNﬂMA) - @Ar K SERI DR.
MAHATHIR MOUAMAD . TODAY CATTED ON- -ASFAN COURTRIES TEANJECT -
. WFW IDFAS FOR INDUSTRIAL COCPFP* ™ “n,
THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE 1UEA OF JOINT MARKETING AS A STEP.
T0 BOOST THEIR RESPECTIVE INDUSTRALISATION PROGRAMMES SHOULD BE
SERIOUSLY EXAMINED, » :
OPFNING THE 19TH ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS MEETING (AEM) v
HERE, HE SAID A FORMULA COULD BE WORKED, OUT WHEREBY THE COUNTRY

WITH THF BIGGFST MARKET WOULD ENJOY THE MOST BENEFITS EVEN IF THE

PRUDUCF WAS MANHUFACTURED BY A SMALLER COUNTRY,
+iN INDUSTRIAL COMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMMES, ASEAN SHOULD o
PURSUF THIS FURTHER, PERHAPS WITH THE PR!VATE SFCTOR PLAYING A
MORE VIGOROUS ROLF, + HE SAID.
o 1T WAS ENCOURAGING TO NOTE THAT THF ASEAN CHANPFPS GF COMMENKCE
“AND INDUSTRY WAS NOW TAKING AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN THE COMPLEMEN~
TATION PROGRAMMI, HF SAID, o ' ‘ : A :
CDATUK SERE DR, MAHATHIR POINTED OUT THE GOVERNMENTS OF ASGEAN
CHAD ALREADY SET HP A MACHINFRY FOR [NDUSTRIAL . COMPLEMENTATILON g
BY WAY OF SIGNING THE BASIC AGREEMENT ON INDUSTRIAL bOMPL[MEyTﬁ*
TlON I uUNF LAST YEAR, -~ ”FRNAMA MORF 160%/81
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HF STRESSED THAT INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION IN ASEAN ENVISAGED THAT
ASFAN GOVERNMENTS AND THE PRIVATE °ECTOR SHOULD COOPERATE CLOSF‘Y
TO STRENGTHEN THE FCONOMIC POSITION OF ASFAN,
 +IN THIS REGARD ONE SHOULD NOT LOOK OUT FOR WHAT ONE s*ambv
TO LOSE OUT BUT, ONE SHOULD LOOK FGR WHAT THE GROUP HAS TO
GAIN IN THF pnoéess + HE SAID.
THE PRIME MINISTER EMPHAS|ISED THE NEED FOR AoEAN MEMBERS Tu
NARROW - THE FRONT OF THEIR RELATIONS INTO AREAS OF
E?nglATE PRIORITY AND. URGENCY TO THEIR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC WELL~"
HE NOTED THAT THE AEM HAD ALREADY IDENTIFIED ENERGY, SHIPPING
AND ACCESS TO MARKETS AS CRUCIAL AREAS TO ASEAN. .° |
" HE WAS CONF!DENT THAT THE RELEVANT COMMITTEES WOULD FAY



SPECIAL ATTENTION -TO THESE SECTORS IN FORMULATING THEIR PROJECT
PROPOSALS. o

"~ HE TOLD THE MINISTERS FROM {NDONESIA, THE PHILIPPINE -
SINGAPORF, THA)LAND AND MALAYSIA THAT IN FORMULATING PROJrCTb
THEY SHOULD HAVE A CLEAR OVERALL PICTURE OF THE OBJECTIVES AND
DIRECTION OF THE ASEAN ECONOMIC THRUST AND TAILOR THE

REQUIREMENTS ACCORDINGLY.
+UNLESS THIS 1S DONE THE VARIOUS COMMiTTEES WiLL BE_PURSUING

- THEIR OWN SEPARATE COURSES INSTFAD OF WORKING iN TANDEM TO: VEET '
CASFANTS PP’OR!TY NEED9 + HE WARNED, -~ BERNAMA MORE 16?ﬂ/ﬂl o
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DATURN SFRE Dit, MAHATHIR SAID ASEAN COUNTRIES MUST CONSTANTLY
DROMOTE CLOSE AND sMTanATEO ECONOMIC 4ND UEVLLOPMEKT COOWFRAIi(
AtONG THEM, _
~ HE STRESSFED THAT AS FAR AS MALAY FA WAS FONCERNED AstAM;
EMAINED IM THE FOREFRONT IN ITS FOREIGN .POLICY :

- +THE RATIONALE BEHIND THIS GOVERNMENT'“.TH!NKING N TH:%
REGARD IS THE VITAL ROLE OF ASEAN AS A STABILISING |NFLUENLF,A!D
48 CATALYST IN DEVELOPING THE ECONOM!C RESILiENCE oF THL '
LREGION,+ HE SAID, .

HE POINTED OUT THAT NO COUNTRY COULD PROSPER ALONE IN A ¢
SEGION THAT WAS IN TURMOIL AND UNSTABLE. ’

+TO PROSPER WF HAVE TO HAVE THE KIND OF REGEONAL ENVIQONMcNT

(AT IS CONDUCIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH,+ HE SAID,

MALAYSIA’S ADHERENCE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF ASEAN COOPERATION
WS THERFEORE NOT ALTRUISTIC. T WAS AN ENLIGHTENED SELF-
ATEREST AND BECAUSE 1T WAS SO, -MALAYSIA PLACED THE INTEREST

SFOASEAN AS A THP PRIODRITY.,
THE PRIME MINISTFR  SAID THAT ASEAN HAD BHCOME AN |

MOORTANT PLATEFORM FOR THE NEVELOPMENT OF CLOSER RELATIONT wWiTH
ADVANCED COUNTRIES AS WELL AS WITH iNTERNATIONAL ORGANIGATIONSG,
- RFDHAMA MORF 16750/ . ' T S
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. "YASEAN, THEREFORE, HAS. AN lMPORTANT ROLE. TO PLAY IN NATTONAL e
REGIONAL AND JINTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS,’’ HE SAID, 4

IN VIEW OF THIS, THERE WAS A NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE MACHINERY -
OF |TS COOPERATION WITH THIRD COUNTRIES. ,

IN THE ‘FIELD OF TRADE, THE PRIME MINlSTFR SAID IT WAS HEARTEN!NG
~0 NOTE THAT INTRA-ASEAN TRADE NOW EXCEEDED US$10 BILLION (ABOUT.

- M9 BILLION) MEASURED AT CURRENT PRICES COMPARED TO usuz. ,
BILLION (ABOUT M#$5.29 BILLION) "IN 1970,

TO DATE 6,581 ITEMS HAD BEEN GIVEN TAR&FF PREFERENCES IN THE
EEFORTS TO BOOST AND EXPAND INTRA-REGIONAL TRADE AND 1, 9u8 MORE
ITEMS WOULD BE ADOPTED DURING THE CURRENT MEETING.

ON THE PROGRESS N THE FIELD OF TRANSPORT AND COMMU~
NICATIONS, DATUK SER! DR. MAHATHlR SALD DUE ATTE“T!ON
_ HAD TO BE GIVEN TO SHIPPING,

HE POINTED OUT-THAT ASEAN COUNTRIES WERE HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON
FXTERNAL SERVICES AND THE RISING FREIGHT CHARGES WERE AN ADDITIONAL
BURDFN TO'THEIR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS,

HE FELLT THAT ASEAN COULD PROFITABLY COOPERATE IN THIS AREA TO
ACHIFVE SELF RELIANCE IN SHIPPING TO OVERCOME THE PROBLEMS
CONNFCTED WITH CARRIAGE OF ASEAN TRADE NOT ONLY TO OVERSEAS
MARKET BUT WITHIN
THE. ASEAN REGION ‘AS WFLL. - BERNAMA MORE 1700/AI
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DATUK SFR! DR. MAHATHIR ALSO DREW THE ATTENTION OF THE DELEGAT

TO THE NEED OF INTENSIFYING COOPSRATION IN THE. ENERGY s&croﬁ.,‘.
. HE POINTED OUT THAT ASEAN AS a WHOLE CONSTITUTED . A MAJOR PRODUCER '

OF \CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SUCH AS GAS AND.PETROLEUM, ' ~

YET THEY LACKED INFRASTRUCTURE AND EXPERTISE AND TECHNOLOGY

TO FU%héRFérLOIT THEIR NATURAL RESOURCES. '

v MOUS INVESTMENT IS REQUIRED IF WE WISH TO ESTABLISH AN ALL
ENCOMPASSING GAS AND PETROLEUM -INDUSTRY BUT THIS 1S NOT BEYOND
-ggﬁbg?gABALlTlES AND THE PROBLEMS ARE NOT INSJRMOUNTABLE s

. HE URGED THF MEETING TO TAKE AN URGFNT LOOK- AT THE POTENT!AL FOR
- ASFAN COLLABORATION IN THIS SECTOR. -~ BERNAMA MORE 1706/A1 -L 0
CNOTA (F) -
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: FARLlrw TRADF AND INDUSTRY MIN!oTFR TENGKU AHMAD REIHAUDDEtN
T WHO 1S CHAJRING THE MEETING, SAID THE ECONOMIC, MINISTERS
WOULD INITIATE DISCUSSIONS THAT WOULD ENABLE THEM TO MAKE
.MPAN!NGFHL DFCISIONS TO !MPLFMENT THE VAPIOU* PROQRaMMEJ
FOR FCONOMIC COOPERATION.
THEY WOULD OVER THE NEXT TwWO DAYS REVIFW THE" REPORTS OF THC
VARIOIS FCONOMIC COMMITTEES, THF ASEAN -
DIALOGUF WITH THIRD PARTNERS THE JOINT %SEAN APPROACHES TO
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUFS SIICH AS |N1ERNAT|ONAL COMMODlTY
PROBLEMS, FOONOMIC COOPERATION AMONG ‘DEVELOPING COUNTR!ES :
MULTI-LATFRAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS AND THr MULT I -F I BRE: ARQANGFMLNI
—— BERNAMA 17nq/A| E o e e b
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