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:MAHATH!Q MOHAMAD TOLD MUSLIMS TODAY TO BE JNDUSTRIOUS AND- NOT

TO WO MFRELY FOR THE SAKE OF WAGES.

" THE PRIME MINISTFR SAID THIS WAS IN LINE WITH THE TEACH!NGS
OF I1SLAM AS SUCH ATTITUDE WOULD ENABLE THEM TO STAND ON' THEIR
- OWN _FEET AND- PROGRESS,

. THFY SHOULD.ALSO WORK FOR THE GOOD OF THE RELIG'1ON. AND ITS
FOLLOWFRS, HE ADDED- WRFN LAYING THE FOUNDAT!ON STONE OF THE
‘60 MILLION TABUNG HAJI BUTLDING HERE.

" HE DFSCRIBED THE BUILDING AS A SOURCE OF INSPIRATION FOR .
MUSLIMS TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF [SLAM, == Beauamm 1329/MK . .
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_ 'HF PRIME MINISTER RFGRFTTgD TEAT MANY MUSL IMS WERE -
é NCFQNED ONLY WITH THEIR OW .
’igLVATlON Wi THOUT ‘THINKING OF THEIR RFSPONSIBlLITIFS To THEIR
- Ow MUSLIMS,

: FFL#H|S H% SAID, WAS NOT IN LINE Wi TH- THE TEACHING OF ISLAM

. paTuk SER! DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE MUSLIMS OF TODAY WERE . ‘
S FORTUNATFE AS THEY NEED ONLY TO ACQHIRE KNOWLEDGF AND SKILLS L

IPHOLD THE RELIGION,.
[p|Th|9 WAS A MINOR RFwPONSIBILITY COMPARED - TO THAT "SHOULDERED

TBY MUSLIMS DURING THE TIMF OF THE PROPHET WHEN SOME FVFN‘HAD T0

P THEIR LIVES TO DFFFND THE RELIGION.
G|V§§ SUCH THFE MUSLIMS SHOULD ASK THEMSELVES WHETHER THEY WERE

:i;bATlgFIFD WiITH THEIR ACHIFVEMENTS. OR WHETHER THEY COULD‘DO MORE . . '

"FOR THE RELIGION AND ITS FOLLOWERS. @
— RFRNAMA MORFE 1h1%/97 S
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THERF WERE MANY NEW AND BFAUTIFUL MOSQUES. N THE COUNTRY - AR
~ _BUT THE MUSLIMS WHO FNJOYED THIS FACILITY COULD NOT AFFORD. . ~ o
. OR DID NOT WANT-TO BUILD THEM AS THEY WERE NOT KEEN TO BE ‘ 1
" INVOLVED N THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, - ~ - L L
© HE SAID MUSLIM YOUTHS PREFERRED - INSTEAD TO WORK IN OFFICES g
AND FAGTORIES. or ‘ o co : ,

THE PRIME MINISTER FEARED THAT IF THIS ATTITUDE PERSISTED . - L
THE MUSLIMS WOULD CONTINUE TO BE DEPENDENT ON THE SKILLS OF OTHERS - .-
_AND 'THIS WOULD MAKE THEM VULNERABLE TO OUTSIDE PRESSURE, - o
- HE URGED MUSLIMS TO TAKE COGNISANCE OF THEIR SHORTCOMINGS
AND RESOLVE TO OVERCOME THEM, S S Coe
"~ IN TH!S RESPECT, THE PILGRIMS MANAGEMENT AND FUND BOARD - — = ..
COULD PLAY TS ROLE IN SURMOUNTING SUCH PROBLEMS, ‘
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID THE ABILITY OF THE BOARD'TO
PUT- UP THE BUILDING REFLECTED THE STRONG ECONOMIC POSITION OF -
THE MUSLIMS IN THE COUNTRY AND ALSO PROVED THAT |SLAM WAS NOT AN
 OBSTACLE. TO THEIR. FCONOMIC ADVANCEMENT, : , o
)T ALSO SERVED AS AN EYF-OPENCR TO THOSE WHO HAD .
DOURTED THE SUGGESTION OF -ROYAL .PROFESSOR UNGKU AZIZ FOR THE
MARSHALLING OF SAVINGS OF [INTENDING PILGRIMS INTO ONE FUND,

AN )MPORTANT LESSON-WAS THAT DOUBTS ON ANY GOOD SCHEME SHOULD
NOT INTERFERE.WITH I TS IMPLEMENTATION, |T ALSO SHOWED THAT NO
SCHEME COULD SUCCEED WITHOUT DEDICATION AND HARD WORK, .

" WE PRAISED THE TABUNG HAJI FOR 1TS GOOD WORK IN HELPING MUSLIMS
IN THE COUNTRY TO PERFORM THE HAJ. " o :
" DATUK SERI| DR, MAHATHIR URGED INTENDING PILGRIMS TO COOPERATE

" FULLY WITM THE -BOARD TO ENABLE IT TO FUNCTION WELL. ‘
AMONG THOSE PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY WERE MINISTER IN THE
PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT DATUK MOHAMAD NASIR AND TABUNG HAJL .
“CHAIRMAN DATUK HAJI MOHAMAD SHAMSUDDIN YAACOB,. -
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