
KUALA LUMPUR, FEB. OUGHT TO VOTE 
INTo POWER STRONQ TO RULE AND NOT JUST 
RElQJ tD4TUK SERI DR. MbH4TtlIR MOHAMIDkSIID 'TONIGHT, 

W&4 SUCH RULE THE POTENTIALS OF M<LAYSl4 WOULD IN TIME BE‘ FULLY 
H4RNESSED FOR THE GOOD OF EVERYONE, HE ADDED W,ilEN ADDRESSING THE 

ANNUAL DINNER OF THE BAR COUNCIL OF MALAYA HERE. 
"LAWYERS I AM SURE APE NOT TOO HAPPY OVER THE STRENGTH OF 

‘THE GOVERNMdT, BUT I C&N ASSURE THAT THE ALTERNATIVE -- WEAK 
GOVERN);rE,NTS -- ARE GOING TO BE WORSE, FOR THE NhTION’.AS>WELL 4s 
FOR YOUR PRACTICE,” THE PRIME MINISTER SAID., 

“FOR MY PART, AND FOR OBVIOUS,REASONS, I PRAY.‘AND HOPE THAT 
MALAYSIANS WILL VOTE INTO POWER STRONG GOVERNMENTS WHICH ARE ABLE 
TO RULE -- NOT JUST REIGN.” 

HE NOTED THAT THOUGH THERE SHOULD NOi RE ABSOLUTE POWER -- 
“WE ARE TOLD THAT POWER CORRUPTS AND XBSOLIITE POWER CORRlJPTS s 
4t~SOLIITEl.Y ’ ’ -- THERE SHOULD T!E EFFFCTIVE POWER FOR SOCI ETY TO 
THf?IVF AND PROGRESS. 1 

THE MAJORITIES COMMANDED HY A RULING P4RTY WERE “ABSOLUTELY 
NECESS4RY" TO MAINTAIN AN ORDERLY SOCIETY. ALSO,, MALAYSIA'S ' 
TREMENDOIIS PROG,l?ES’S SO FAR HAD BEEN POSSIBLE DUE TO THE ‘CONTINUANCE 
OF STRONG COVFRNMENTS - GOVERNMENTS WITH’LARGE MAJORITIES IN 
PARLIAMENT. - IZRNAMA MORE 2133n/LK ” . 
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“GOVERNMENTS SOMETIMES’ HAVE TO DO UNPLEASANT T.HINGS, JUST AS 
DOCTORS S.OMETIMES HAVE TO CUT IN ORDER T9 HEAL," DATUK SERl DR. 
MAHATHIR SAID. 

“4 RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT, IN ORDER TO GIVE ITS REST TO THE 
PFOPLF, HAS TO BE STRONG-. IN THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM FOUND IN SOME 
DEVELOPED COUNTR I ES THE SEE-SAW I NG BETWEEk!’ TWO ‘EQUQLLY vAI\.TCHED 
PARTIES HAS RESULTED IN WEAK AND INEFFECTIVE GOVERNMENTS.” 

!Q? REALISED THAT POWERFUL GOVERNMENTS POSED A CERTAIN DANGER, 
FVlrN THOIJCH IT MIGHT YOT BE ARSOLIJTE, AND THERE WAS FEAR THAT 
l-IFCAl.ISF THE’RULIYG PARTY IN MALAYSIA COMMANDED‘TWO-THIRDS MAJi)RITlt:S 
41-L TtIE TIMF, IT WOIJLD EXPLOIT.THAT MAJORITY. 

“I AM NOT SAYING THAT THIS IS NOT POSSIBLE BUT IN A DEVELOPING 
CowTRY THF NEED~FOR STRONG GOVERNMENTS IS so TREAT THAT’ THE DANGER 
OF VESTING TOO MUCH POWFR IN A GOVERNMENT MUST BE ACCEPTED, ” 
HE S4lP. 

“AS-1 HAVF S4lD RFFORF, We HAVE TO ACCEPT THE GOOD WITH THF BAD, 
THFRF IS NT, WAY 

: fwRC: yr ‘133/L I( 
WE CAN HAVF OUR CAKE A,ND FAT IT TOO. *’ .-- BERNdMk 
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OrJ,;THE B4R COUNCIL, THE PRIME MINISTER SAID,THE GOVERNMENT WAS 
STUDY-1 NG ITS ROLE WI TM REGIRD ,TO LAW-MAKI NG -- IF I ‘T’S ROLE i/AS TO 
ADVISE THE GOVERNMENT~.ON THEm’M4KING OF LAWS,,THEN IT SHOULDjDO THAT, 
IN THE LlTERAL 8EN8En4ND NOT IN THE ENGLlSH DIPLOMATIC SENSE AS IN 
THE CASE OF THE BRITISH ADVI S0R.S DURING THE COLON I4L PERIOD WHOSE 
“ADVICE WHEN GIVEN MUST BE ACCEPTED,” 

THE GOVEffNMENT HAD BEEN RELUCTANT IN THE PAST, BECAUSE PROPOSALS 
FOR NEW LAWS WERE GENERALLY CONFIDENTIAL, BUT HE. WAS SURE THAT IF 
THE COUNCIL’S ADVICE WAS CALLED FOR’ IT WOULD GUARDITHE 
CONf IDENTIALITY .OF THE -P,ROPOSAL.S ’ &EN THOUGH, YOU MAY NdT LI KE IT, “ 

“IF THE GOVERNMENT WISHES TO HhVE,A PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON THEM 
.;THEN IT WILL SAY SO,” HE ADDED. 

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD STUDY THE CO.UNClL’S’ ADVICE BUT IT RESERVED 
THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT’OR REJECT IT, AND WHEN THE PROPOSAL BECaME LA.W 
“THEN I PRESUME THE <LEGAL ChIMUNITY ‘S ROLE WOULD BE LIMITED TO THE 

;:. APPLICATION OF THE LAW, 
*i : “LIWMAKERS SHOULD,MIKE T.HE LAW AND THE PRICTlTliINERS SHOULD 

: PRACTISE IT ” DATUK SERI DR. M4HATHIR SAID, “THE ONLY WAY THAT 
,; LAWFtAKERS TkAT YOU DON’T LI KE CAN BE STOPPED FROM MAKING LAWS IS 

,,: T’O’DEFEAT THEM IN.THE ELECTIONS -- I SPEAK FROM EXPERIENCE ‘AS YOU 
” ‘bSAY KNOW. 

“HOWFVER, WITHOUT C4MP4lGNiNG FOR THE NEXT ELECTION I WOULD LIKE 
’ TO POINT OllT TH4T CHINGE IS NOT ALWAYS F,OR THE BETTER. WE SEE IN 

M4NY COUNTRIES AGITATIONS FOR CHINGE -- AND WHEN ,THERE WAS CHANGE 

I THF PEOPLE AND. THE NATION WERE WORSE OFF.” -1 BERNAMA MORE 
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHiR REFERRED TO PEOPLE WHO FELf.THAT LIFE 
lN THIS COUNTRY WAS A MISERY AND ADV1,SEI.I THEM TO “.‘CO”NT YOUR 
PLESSINGS HERE AND IF AFTER THAT YOU STILL FEEL LIKE PACKING YOUR 
IIACS TO LIVE ABROAD, I AM SlJRE YOU, WI LL BE ,JRIJLY “HAPPY ABROAD, ’ ’ 

” IT IS WORTHWH~ILE TO REMEMBER THAT QnJE HAS TO TAKE ‘THE G.r,0D 
.tilTH THE PAD, ” HE ADDED. “THERE IS N,O.PLA$E,WHERF.EVERYTHlNG IS 
GOING TO GO ONF’S WAY &LL THE TIME.‘!. 

,HE’HOPED THAT THEY WOULD RECOGNISE THAT .MALAYSIA WAS NOT A BAD .’ 

PLACF~FNTIRELY FVEN FR,OF THE; POI,NT OF. VI EW ,OF JUST,$Ce THEY wOUu).e=-- _> 
,THFN FEEi A R l,f HAPP I E.‘R:‘.‘AND,‘ITHA~‘~,W. ‘:,Lj&;;O$tiTR~l RUTE,‘~TO~~~-_rHr;-sUn 

Y TOTAL 0~ HAPPINESS 1~. THY ~~~IJNT~~~~~:;‘~:,~~,:,,:~.,:.~~..~ :4*-e. ’ 

QN THE GOVERNMENT’S RECENT OFFER TO F’kEE ‘HARk~0~$%E~AI NEES 
I’tFING HELD WI’THOIJT TRIAL, ON CONDITION THAT THEY LEAVE TH.E COUN+RY,,_ ’ . . 
TI,IT: PRIME MINISTER SAID THERE WOULD BE PEOPLE WHO WOULD DEMAND THAT 
4S ClTIZENS,THFSE DETAINEES HAD THE RIGHT TO STAY’IN THIS COUNTRY. 

:,, 3. 

PIJT HE REITERATED THAT SOCIETY’S RIGHTS OVERRODE THOSE OF 
1 

INDIVIDUALS., IF THE INDIVIDUALS DID NOT CARE FOR THE INTERESTS OF 
SOCIETY, THEN SOCIETY HAD A RIGHT TO DEPRIVE THEM EVEN,OF THEtR 
t.IVF:S UNDER .CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCFS. -- RERNAMA MORE ,‘??7t43/LK * 
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"IF WE CAN DEPRIVE AN INDIVIDUAL OF HIS LIFE AND SEND'HIM 
INTO THE NEXT WORLD, WE CAN ALSO DEPRIVE HIM OF HIS RIGHTS IN 

$THIS COIJNTRY AND SEND HIM INTO THE REST OF TH.E WORLD -- THE WORLD 
IS A BIG PLACE., HE CAN HAVE HIS FULL FREEDOM TH,ERE," HE ADDED. 8,:' 

THOSE WHO WERE SO MOVED RY HI S SUFFERl.NGS COULD ALLEVI ATE 
THEM BY, ACCEPTING HIM AS A CITl,ZEN AND’ GIVING HIM THE RIGHTS 9F 
CITIZENSHIP. 

” IT IS OIJR EXPERIENCF THAT PE()PLE Wti0 CONDEMN RACI 4LI SM‘ Or’ 
WHATEVER’ ELSE, SOON CHANGE THEIR MINDS WHEN THEY HAVE THE SPECTt?E OF 
RACIAL PROBLEMS OR WHATEVER, AT THEIR DOORSTEPS,” DATUK SERI 
DR. PAHATHIR SAiD. 

” 17 t s ~130 OUR FEEL1 NG THAT THOSE WHO TALKS OF’ HUMAN Rl GHTS 
FQOv A DISTANCE ARE LESS CONCERNED WHEN’~SUCH,RIGHTS ARE IGNOREI 

‘,: IN FRONT. OF THEIR NOSES.” 
HE ADVISED THF PEOPLE, TO STAND RACK ANT) LOOK AGAIN 4T THIS 

C:OttNTRY REC4Usf? “IT W0I.tLt.I IMPROVE YOUR PERSPECTIVE AND PERHAPS; 
WITH DUE RESPECT, MAKF YDlf BETTER LAWYERS AND BETTER CiTlZENs -- 
I AM N0T SAYING’ YOU ARE NOT, BUT THERE IS NO HARM IN SEEKING TO 

( IMPROVE. ” 
ON GROUSES BROIJGHT IIP TO HIF; REC.ENTLY BY RtPRESENTATI VES OF 

WE COIINCIL, THE PRiME MINISTER SAl,D tif! WAS LOOKING INTO $0MF. r)F 
THFF?. -- RFRNAb,‘A ?r)~?/l._K 
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