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*,. KUALA LUbiPUR MAf%H 
M AD SAID TObAY THE 

DAT$ SER; DR MAH$d,. 

y SCHOOL CURR’ICULUM (3R SYS’IEM) 

~MENm_~E_h_Ew 

WI Li SEE TO--IT THAT THE 
;!J:!;E OF SCHOOLCHILDREN 4s MOT,DESTRbYED 0N:‘ACCOUNT OFTHE 
kLl TICAL INTERESTS OF ANY GROUP, 

_. 

THE PR I’ME MI-N I STER’ SAID THE 3R SYSTEM- SHOULD iiOT, BE MADE AN 
ISSUE TO Dl SRUPT THE HARMONY BE I NG NURTURED ,BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

HE REGRETTED THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN GROUPS WHICH PURPOSELY 
MI SI NTERPRETED GOVERN‘MENT’.-S I NTENTION IN, INTRODUCING THE SYSTEM 
BY LINKING IT T0.A CLAUSE UNDER,THE EDUCATION ACT EMPOWERING 
THE GOVERNMENT 70 TURN NATIONAL TYPE SCHOOLS INTO NATIONAL SCHO 

DATUK SERI DR, MAHATHIR. SAiD THE GOVERNMENT’S RECORD FOR THE 
PAST 25 YEARS SHOWED THAT IT HAD NEVER HAlj ANY INTENTION TO 

IOLS. 

t4l YllSt THI S CLAUSE. ’ 
\ 

. HE SA{D THIS IN ANSWiR TO 36 QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO THE 354. ‘. .- 
SYSTEM ASKED BY MP’S, INCLUDING ENCIK LIM CHO, HOCK (DAP-lPoH), 
IN THE DEWAN RAKVAT, - F$ERMAMA MORE 1706/wK 
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#I MAHATHI R ;2 KWALA LUMPUR .’ ” 

TiiE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMEkT'WAS A.' 
GOVERNMENT COMPRISING REPRESENTATIVES‘OF ALL RACES IN THE COUNTRY 

HE SAJD IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT A GOVERNtiENT. COMPRISING REPRESENTiT- 
ATI VES OF ONLY, ONE R’ACE COULD ASSUME POWER bN MALAYSIA UtiLESS ’ 

I THE COOPERATI ON EX I ST.! NG AMONG THE : VARIOUS RACE'S AT- PR,ESENT, WAS 
TERMINATED. : : , , 

HE ADMITTED THAT THE GOVERNMEif HAD ANTI’CIPATED’ PROBLEMS‘ 1 N 
IMPLEMENTING THE 3~ SYSTEM AND IT WAS BECAUSE OF,THIS &ARENESS' 
THAT IT HAD DECIDED ON EXPERIMENTING IT IN 302 SCHOOLS .FIRST 
.~ THE GOVERNMENT HAD-IDENTIFIED THE,PROBLEMS AND THE PRIME.’ 
:.MIN I STER WAS CONFIDENT THAT THEY, COULD BE OVERCOME BEFORE THE 
s.FULL IMPLEMENTAT ON OF THE CURRICULUM NEXT YEAR. 

AMONG THE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED WERE,THOSE PERTAINING TO THE 
CAPABILITY OF TEACHERS; THE EFFECTIVENESS OF -THE MATERIALS USED 
AND CONGESTION IN CLASSROOMS. - BERNAM& MORE I?-18/MK 
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- MAHATHi R’3 KUALA LUMPUR .;-; .-‘<, _ 
..;..*,‘.. * I \,, 

SEVERAL’MEMBERS HAD QUESTIONED THE PREPAREiNES<'bF TH'E i-DU~ATlON 
J'Il.I$ISTRY TO FULLY IMPLEME’NT THE 3R SYSTEM N’EXT Y'=AR 

THE PRIME Ml N I STER REPL.1 ED. THAT A COMM~TTE.E Hb SEEN SET ip 
70 MoNl TOR THE TRIAL I MPLEMCNTATION OF THE CURRICULUM THIS 
YEAR AND PLAN FOR ITS FULL ENFORCE,MENT.- NEXT .YEAR 

THE FINDINGS OF THOSE OFFICERS BOTH AT MINIStRY AND STATE LEVELS, 
MON I TORI NG THE IMPLE~~ENTATI ON OF ~-HE CURR l.c~LuM, HAD AND WOULD 
BE SUBBMITTED TO THE COMMITTEE, 

DATUK SERl DR. MA.HATH,IR REPLIED TO THOSE MP*S wiio HAD ASKED 

OF NATI ONAL TYPE CHINESE AND TAMI L PRIMARY SCHOOLS.+ .. 
WHETHER THE 3R SYSTEM WOULD CHANGE THE CHARACTERiSTlC OR;;;;;;;E’ 

MORE 2746/MK 



- MAHATtil R‘ ,4 KUAiA LUMPUR ‘, 

‘.“‘hE PRIME MI N I STER. SAID THAT AS FAR .A,$’ HE KNEW n;i’E. ‘REPORT 
AF THE CABINET COMMiTTEE W1iiU-i RkCOMMENDED THE &,SySTEM P$OVlDEa,-’ 
:FOR THE EXI STING PtilMARY SCHOOL SYSTEM, UNDER WHICH THREE :;;; 
MEDt UMS OF INSTRUCTION ARE USED, TO cONTI.NUE, 

THIS MEANT THAT NATIONAL SCHOOLS WOULD USE BAHASA MALAYSIA AS 
ITS MEDIUII, OF INSTRUCTION, NATIONAL TYPE CHINESE SCHQOLS’ CHINESE 
AND NATIONAL TYPE TAMIL SCHOOLS TAMlL, 

‘THESE ,SCHOOLS WOULD NOT ONLY CONTlNUE TO.EXlST BtiT ALSO HAVE 
THE TIME ALLOJ-t’ED FOR THE STUD-Y OF THE LANGUAGES USED -AS THE MEDIUM 
OF INSTRUCTION INCREASED- UNDER ,tHE 3R SYSTEM.. , 

THE PRIME ,M t.NISTER SAID THE I’MPLEMENTATION OF THE 3R. SYSTEM 
WAS A CURRICULUM ,CHANGE WHICH H-AD NOTHI.NG, TO DO- WITH THE NATIONAL 

,EDUCATION POLICY, 
THE PRIME MINISTER. SAID: +THERE is. NO INTENTION NOR ANY~CTION 

TO ABOLtSH ANYBODY’S LANGUAGE,+ - BERNAMA MORE 175C)/MK . 
: I ,. 
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HE SAID TH&y l&THE IFJ&TiAL ST&E’, .~i&GATiONSih$b# kcusA~iO~NS ” 
WERE PERHAP,S MADE BECAUSE OF l&K OF ..UNDERSTANDING, oF;THE ‘CdRR JCULUM 
BY GERTAIN QUARTERS. 

I 

NOW,, COMPREHENSIVE EXPLANATION ON THE SYSTEM HAD BEEN GIVEN 
‘TO ALL, 

HAD 
THE CABlNET COMMl TTEE-REPORT wH ICfl'RECOMME'NDED THE 3.y .SYSTEM 
IN FACT BEEN C.IRCULAfED, AT THE EYD .OF W"19. 

MEMBERS .OF THE COMMITTEE INCLUDED’ELECTm REPRESENTATlVEs’ FROM 
COMPONENTS PARTIES OF JHE .BARI SAN NASIONAL AND THE REPORT 'OF THE 
COMMlTTEE HAD BEEN ‘ACCEPTED BY THE .GOV,ERNM . 

THE”‘pR 1 ME MI N 1 !jTER :SA 1 D GENERAcLy PROVl DED Bc;’ jr i2’l’ 
-j-HE EDUCATION MlNlsTRV FOR THE 3R-SYSTEM 'WOULD BE REA9Y-J TIE '* 
YEAR PRIOR TO THE YEAR OF lIVI~LE'MENTAf~ON;i.~~r:BERNAMA MORE 1853/MK ,' 
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:‘?: PARL I AM$Ni - MAHATHiR 6 KUAiA LUMPUR : ,’ .’ 

MkTER l ALS -FOR TEXHERS StiCH AS SYLLABUS; ‘*%ti.I.DEBooK.s AND ‘; 
. RESOURCE BOOKS WERE PREPARED I N BAHASA’ ~~LA;YS~.k~‘r’. 

DATUK SERl DR. MAHATHI R SAID THIS WI&,;4 :‘COMtiON ‘P’RAiTlCE FOR ‘- 
’ ALL SCHOOL? AND NO ONE HAD EVER OPPOSED,:OR RFda;RDED !T As 

< 

TANTAMOUNT ‘TO CHANGING THE CHARACTER OF-NATIONAL TYPE”CHlNEsE AkD ,’ jl 
TAMI L $CHO,OLS. 

HE SAl D. THAT A SiRVET ;OF- SC.HObk CARR’i E OUT l fi’ ‘JANUARY AtiD 
‘LAST MONTH ‘SHOWED TkAQ?TEAkHER’$ .IN ALL ,TYP ft k OF’ sc!-iooLs WERE ABLE 
To u$E THE MATkRI’b&LS’ PREPARED :.lN BAHASA MALAYs?A. ’ : 

THERE WERE SOME TEACHERS WtjQ WERE NOT FLUENT IN-“BA.HAsA MALAYsl A 
As THEY HAD RECEIVED TRA.lNlNG IN CH1’NESE Oti”TAM’l& STEPS WERE 
BEING TAKEN t0 HELP ‘TH.ESE .TEACHERS. . 

THE EDUcATlON MINISTRY. ALSO. DOES’,NOT PREVEN’T ANY EFFORT To 
’ YAVE THE MATER I ALS TRANSLATED INTO., CHI NESE OR TAM1 La - BERNAM* 
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: 
.,THE PRIME MINISTER SAID MO& OF.TtiE READIN’ MA.?ERIALS REQUIRED 

:” ._’ : )’ 
” 

UNDER THE 3R SYSTEM WERE PRODUCED ‘<BY PRI VATE UBLI SHERS ‘AND ‘138 1 
OF THESE PuBLl SHERS HAD ALREADY BEEN BR IEFED’,$N.. THE SYSTEM. 

,, 
,* 

THEY HAD STATED. THAT TH,EY, WERE :,Pi?EPARED .TO;$RODV,OE’;THE MATERIALS 
IN ALL LANGUAGES. 

I’d. YAS GI YEN A. ROUND -ii’: APPLAUSE BY. ,j-’ 

- ‘Ii,;,. i 
‘-, 
! 

MEMBERS WHEN HE FINhSHED Gi‘ lNG’H’IS’REPL‘IE!& 
,‘ 1, 

” \ 
.QUE,SPION FROM ENCIK. KHWAN .N~ASlR~.(‘BN+ONTlAN), ! 

HE SAID THE 3R SYSTEM’WAS NOT A POLlT.ICAL IS-SUE,E&JT I? HAD.BEEN 
I,:-. 

TURNED I NT0 ONE BY THOSE PEOPLE ,WHO HAD RUN”.:‘OUT’.of?., cApl:TAL, 
: .., 

:_ 
To ENClK LEE LAM THYE. (DAP?KUAL& LUMPUR B$&DAR;) DATUK SERI, 

‘% MAHATHI R SAID IT WAS NOT NEcEsSA@Y TO HAV~.,A.R’~F,ERENDUM.-ON 
: .c 

, THE 3R SYSYE::l, - BERNAPIA MORE’ 18fSg/MK 
* 1,,- -. ..-. >. ‘.i’ 

i ,’ I’ - MAHATH;;R 8 ltUALA ,l$MPUft ’ :I;,; -;’ ,.;-” “’ 
..,.;- .: 

:j ; ‘, ,,_ ‘, 

,( ,.. : . ‘I” .., I?!, I _’ “; :_ ,‘. ‘-, .,$., 
, .I 

I N REPLY To ENC l K i l M K I T S’,‘ANG ( DAP-P&L I NG-).: “’ HE‘ GAvE,y’j& ’ “. .:,;“’ ‘: (. 

~ZSURANCE THAT THE’ GOVERNMENT bpyL~ cpNslp5:~ ,ALL:CRI T1.C.i SMS”’ A!D ’ _ 
COMM 

E 
NT5 ON. THE NEW CUR! I CULUM .:kf”I .TH A VI Elf, TO OVE,RCOM I NG 1’1 TS ,‘: I’. 

WEA NESSES, ’ i 
‘TH’E PRIME MI,NISTER ALSO: SAID HE WAS, NO+ AWARE ,THA,T THE”NEW ,’ 

g;;y;;uLUM HAD LESSENED THE EMPHASJS ObJ THE,.LEARNI NG OF THE .?_AW I I 

HE ;AS REPiVlNG TO EN& NAKH’AIE HAJI- AHMAD (PAS-BALINF). -- 
BERNAMA 190CI/MK ‘* 
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