
t ’ +THE .QURAN, TEACHES GOOD AND I. irtj l,,i’lK ALL, NON-Ml&IMS~ AiSO BE1, I’EVE. 
’ INa DOI,NG GOOD + HE SAID WHEN OPENING THE MEET.1 NG”OF ‘STATE. -I 
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REPRESENTATI V&i AND MEMBERS OF THE QURAN- READING .:CENTRAL COMMITTEE.. 
DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID H’E.. REALISE+THAT URANIC TE’ACHINGS 

,, COULD NOT BE ASSIMILATED INTO DAILY LIFE O~ERNI’GjiT.“’ . . ,.I 
HO.WEVER, HE 'BELI,EVED THAT THE MORE IMPQRTANT ASPECTS SHOULD(BE \ 8. 

,( A@SORB,ED BY,;ALL,. REGARDLESS OF RELlGltqN. - l33RN#4A.flpR% .13??/SZ 7 ,,; i 
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THE &ME ,MINISTER”SAID THE GdVEkNMENT WA& ‘+EXPER,I.MENT{N.G+ 
A NEW SPlRlT AMONG THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE MUSLIMS * SO ‘TH.AT, THE,y ’ 
WOULD BECOME AN EXAMPLE ‘TO. THE .WORLD OF -..& BREED OF. Cltt ZENS . 

. WHO WERE COURAGE.OUS, EFFICIENT AND CLEAN IN, ALL’ ASPECTS, STRON6‘ 

‘;i 
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AND pROsPERlOUS AND NOT,SUBSERVIENT TO ANYBODY. 
IN LINE WITH THI S, THE GOVERNMENT HAD CHO.SEN +D’i SIP& D;N 

’ 1,) 
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KESUNGGU~AN BEKERJA DALAM I SLAM+ (D1’scl PL l NE .L~~~ -Dg~l CAT+N I TOWARD? 

,‘Ij ‘, : ‘I ” 

‘i WO’RK lJI 1 SLAM) AS THE THE.ME FOR THIS YE?R' S. QvR?N FEADl NG 

j 

.‘.5 
_ , I COMPETITION*. * 
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, DATUK .SgRl’ DR. MAMATH I R. HOPED T,HAT THE’ MusLiMS ,I N -PARTICULAR 
’ WOULD HAVE THE sPl@lT AND DEDl,CATION TOWARDS WORK, 'AS PREACHED g 

’ ‘:; .’ * 
: ’ 

By THE QURAN SO THAT W I THS THE I R, ‘KNOWLEDGE AND.. ?&IL j,GENCE THEY WOULD ‘1 

: ACH[EVE SUCCESSr 
+ I DO NOT THI NK THAT ,*I SLAM ONLY’ &~EACHES ITS ,FOLLOWERS TO Db 

i 
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THE I BADAT (PRAY) AN‘D. READ THE QURAN - ,1-T ,~LSO+~P.REACHES CHAR;.I,TY’ 
;;T;Ay;HERS TO BRIN@ PROSPERITY TO THE~PEOP&E AND THE NATIO,N,+ 
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR URGED MUSLIMS NOT ‘TO- BLINDLY FOLLOW 
THE WEST WHERE THE PEOPLE WERE MORE I NiERESTED IN SELF-GAIN 
STAGING STRIKES TO FIGHT FOR HIGHER-PAY WITHOUT THINKING OF’THE.’ 
WELFARE OF OTHERS. 

HE SAID THIS KIND-OF SELFlSHNESS HAD NO PL-ACE ‘IN.9SLAM*-FOR THE 
QURAN PLACED GREAT EMPHASIS ON SELF-DISCIPLjNE TO WORK T&Af?DS THE- 
WE,LL-BE I NG .OF THE PEOPLE AND THE NATION. 

HE SAID THAT DlSClj’LlNE IN TERMS OF CONTROiLlNG ONE’S DESIRES. 
MUST BE PRACTI SED BECAUSE WITHOUT I T, THE .NA.TION WOULD NO’T BE STABLE 

,. AND,THE PEOPLE IN CHAOS. 
+WE HAVE A NATION; GOVERNMENT ‘AND P,OWER ‘AND +HESE MUST’ By 

DEFENDED BY OUR WORK I NG HARD SO. THAT.‘OUR. SOC,IETY, WOULD ‘BECOME 
STRONG, UN I TED AND Dl SIPLI NED,+ HE- SA.I,Dr - BEi?NAMA MORE 1340/S 

MAHATHIRLIiLAM.4 KUALA LUMPUR -. ‘-” -- ...- 

EARLIER, THE CHAIRMAN OF. THE COMPETITION,CENTRAL ORGANISING‘ 
’ COMMITTEE, TAN SRI SYED NASIR I SMAIL, STRESSED THE NEED FOR CHAN.GES 

I N .THE FORMAT OF THE .‘BQMPETl TION WHICH AS I T ENTERED ITS 25TH . 
YEAR FOR THE NA.TI ONAL LEVEL AND ITS 24TH YEAR AT’ INTERNATIONAL 
LEVEL. 

HE SAID THE ‘lNFLUENCE.OF ISLAMIC ACTlVlTlES’HAD E’XTENDED TO ’ ‘FOREIGN NON-ISLAMIC COUNTRIES UNTIL MALAYSIA HAD .BEEN PRAISED / BY TH,E ARAB COUNTRIES’ AS A CENTRE FOR THE ,DEVELOPMENT OF THE QURAN 
AND THE CHAMPION OF THE READ I NG OF THE ,HOLY, VERSES. 

ABOUT 40 COUNTRIES ARE EXPECTED TO TAKE, PART IN THE FI VE-DA.Y 
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL COMPETITION~FROM~JULY 8. THE NATIONAL 
LEVEL COMPETITION WILL BE HELD’ IN JUNE DEPENDING ON THE DECISIONS 
OF THE STATE GOVER.NMENTS. - BERNAMA 1433/AI 
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