
HUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Encik 
Anwar Ibrahim, wbo resigned as 
president of Abim on Saturday, will 
contest the general election on a 
Barisan Nasional ticket. 

Datmahathir Mohamad in- 
dicated this today when he announce&En- 
cik Anwar’s decision to become an active 
member of Umno. ’ 

“We hope to work together for the betterment 
of the people of Malaysia,” the Prime Minister 
told reporters at a joint Press conference with 
the former Muslim youth leader who has been 
a prominent social critic and political activist 
since the late ’60s. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, however, declined 
to state where Encik Anwar would stand for 
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election, saying th& “whether I give an Umno 
seat or not (to Encik Anwar) depends on the 
feelings of the division concerned.” 

Ideals 
But he left little doubt that Encik Anwar 

would indeed be an Umno candidate as he 
extended an unprecedented official public wel- 
come to the former Abim leader. “We in Uinno 
will value the services and contributions that 
Encik Anwar can give to the party’s struggle,” 
said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir. 

Encik Anwar, who was tipped to take over the 
leadership of Pas upon Datuk Asri Muda’s. 
retirement, today explained at length why he 
joined Umno. 

“I found no other way to defend my ideals 
than to give my full support to Dr Mahathir and 
his administration,” he said. 

“I chose Umno because Umno has the poten- 
tial, the’scope and the readiness to accept mc 
and the politics I slruggle for and because of 
my belief and trust in the leadership of Dr 

Faysathir whom I’ve known from my university 

“I believe strongly that he has brought about 
a healthy climate for the development of Mus- 
lim society, for the development of the Malays 
and other communities and for the progress of 
justice and unity.” 

‘He said since the leadership had been respon- 
She enough, (to criticisms and demands for 
change), he should be responsible enough to 
support that leadership. 

“The change in the Government’s direction, 
the dedication of the leadership, the personal 
style of the Prime Minister and his commit- 
ment to combat corruption, to alleviate the 
problems of the poor, to disseminate the in- 
trinsic values of Islam and his commitment to 
a united Malaysia are all values that are not 
inconsistent with my own ideals.” said Encik 
Anwar. 
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He stressed that although he has resigned as 
president of Abim and has become an Umno 
member, hc would not resign the principles and 
ideals he fought for. 
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