
he called 
ZZneral elec- 

j’ tion at this time to get / 
I a mandate from the: 

people ‘fso that we can / 
get on with ‘the new j 
ways of implem 

i our polictes.” 
1 “we feel we need 

.enting 

a man- 

“We are doing this as a trial 
to find out if Thursday is-more. I 
effective than Saturday to hold, ! 
the election.” 

Datuk Seri Dr’kahathir said? 
this decision is in no way .a& 
indication that the Govern-“). 
ment is planning a common 
week-end for the country. I 

“The Government has made’.’ 
its decision that : the 
different week-ends 

resent .,\ 
Fridsy ,I’, P 

for the five States and Sunday /, 
for the rest) will stay,“: 

On his Look-East .pol!- k 
I, cy, he said it could be. !. 

seen from the number 
Malaysians studying 
Western countries 
49,090 - how much this 1 
country valued the West, ; 
while there are just ov$r ,.i 
2M) Malavsian student& i 

date from the peo- 
, ple....whether they support 
‘us or not for what we have 
done up to now. : 

, “This will also enable us to 

On allegations that the 
development in the coun- 
try, yas against Islam, 
the Prime Minister said ! 
this’was nottrue as the 
development in the coun- 
try was in. line with the 

” religion. 
“If we do not have the 

knowledge and under- 1 
standing, we will have to 
betd fof the things we 

reanse mat rnere 1. 
urgeitt. -need to change, 

t& that the Look East 
policy was an instant de- 
cislon. “I’ve had this in 
mind_for a long time and -- , 

have also written about 
discipline and work eth- 
iCS.“~ ’ 

--T-J VUJ .Z.UC A 

should not have made the 
invitation in a crowd but 
if I did not. they would 
have said I did not make 
it,” he added. 

.Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said the dif- 
ferent races in the coun- 
try have come to accept 
the New Economic’ Poli- 
cy as they realised it was 
for the benefit of .all 
‘Malaysians. 

He said the tempo ‘of 
. development in the coun- 

try will be accelerated 
even though the 011 supp- 
ly may run out one day. 

Thg .Government, he 
said. is ploughing back’ 
the petro-dollars into the 
country ‘by investing in 
the industrial sector and 

. 



.I In an interview on the Hal . 
1 Eibwal, Semasa (Current Af- 

/ 
,I * 

I. fairs) programme ove~+‘t&e- 
vision tonight, Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said if the election 
was held next year, all Govern- 

_ ment plans would be labelled, 
as election-oriented. 

The Government would ov- 
ercome this problem by hold- 
ing the election now, he added. 

Another reason for the April 
election is that there are peri- 
ods in a year when the election , 
cannot be held. 

Indication : 

“We cannot hold the election 
during the Puasa month; dur- 
ing Hari Raya.and when simi- 

occasions are on. 
“That’s why the .Press was 

able to guess so easily when 
;~d~ectlon would be held,” he 

Pa&k Seri Dr Mahathir 
agreed that his Government 
was breaking traditfon by 
holding the election on a! 
Thursday instead of a SatUr- 
day. 

He said there are five States 
in Malaysia where Saturday is 
the beglnnlng of the week. 

‘fThere are many things that 
have to be done on the first day 
of the week in these States.” 

He said the people,‘in the 
towns in the other States could 
take time off from their work 
to go and vote but the people in 
the kampungs (in the five 
States), would hsv.e to travel 

in Japan,- 150 in Ma&l& 
and none in Korea. 

Comparatively. he 
said “we are looking too 
much towards the 

no balance be- 
tWwees,th.**East and Wes& 
when we know that t# 
East also has the knowle 
edge and capability from 
which we can learn.” . 

He. said previously the 
West had many things 
which the rest of the 
world could learn. This 
has changed now that 
hedonism has set in while 
in the East the ‘picture 
was different. 

The people here still 
maintained their values 
- hardwork, loyalty and 
unselfishness - while 
taklngon,Western’knowl- 
edge. 

“It is time for us tc 
look East to know the val. 
ues and knowledge which 
we can pick up for the 
good of our country.” 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said, this did 
not mean “we have to fol- 
low them 100 per cent. 

“We cantake the good \ 
and throw what cannot j 
be accepted by us,” he 
added. / 

He said if Malaysians 
can acquire 50 per cent df 
:F Japanese work eth- i 

, ,it would be good 
enough considering, “our 
situation now.” 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir said the most ( 
important move towards 
this is for Malavalans to 

“All that we have done 
is to ensure that we have 
the knowledge and 
capability of modern de- 
velopment,” he said. 

He also said women in 
Malaysia had a major 
role in the country “and 
what they are doing is not 
against Islam but what is 

‘needed in Islam.” 
~To a,question, he said ; 

the wearing of the turban 
by Muslims was not spe- 
cifically Islamic. 

“In the Arab countries, 
1 

. 
even non-Muslims wear 
the Jubah and turbans 
are also worn by non- 
Muslims. 

He also said other 
’ countries were beginning ; 

to realise that “Malaysia, 
as an independent coun- 
try, must have a policy 
that serves its own in- 
terests, not theirs. 

“There may be some 
nations that are not hap- 
py with this because they 
are losing by it but there :. 
are others who gain by it 
anme;hey are happy,” he 

., 
. ‘, . 

’ -, ” 

“The pebple in the 
Arab countries wear tur- 
bans to help protect their 
.faces, use it to carry’ 
;:thlngs when the ,need 

: 
j3 

‘arises and to cleanse Wa-’ ’ 
ter. . 

“The situation is dif- ’ 

in resource-based in- 
dustrles. 

ferent here. If is not nec- 
essary for Muslims to 
wear the turban. If they 
wish to do it to,follow the 
Prophet’s dressing, ‘they 
can but it does not make , 
them more Islamic.” : 

On his invitation to’ 
Pas to join the Barisan 
Nasional, Datuk geri Dr 
Mabathir said: “I made 
the invitation. I cannot 
force them to accept. 

‘“If they see me as sin- 
cere in my invitation, 
they can do so but I can- 
;$force them to think. 

. 
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