
.Malaysi,anS: Dr M 
Q. You surprised many world leaders 

by refusing to attend the Com- 
monwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting in Australia last year, and 
since you’ve become Prime Minister it 
appears that relations between 
Malaysia and Britain have de- 
teriorated. Are these differences with 
Britain an indication of a shift in at- 
titude .in Malaysia’s dealings with 
western developed countries? 

A. I have had some experience attending 
international conferences and I find that 
very little is actually achieved. It would be 
far better if we would concentrate on one or 
two items and see what we can do about 
them, rather than speaking about our good 
intentions and doing nothing. Considering I 
had a lot to do at horn 
attend. It doesn’t mean t % 

I decided not to 
at I have no faith 

in the Commonwealth a’s an or 
Within the Commonwealth itsel B 

anisation. - 
there can 

be bilateral relation8 and when the bilateral 
relations are g&l, then I think we derive 

A. It has tended to be 
strained, mainly be-. need tobe more posit!v$ cause we don’t get the!, inits approach 
kind of treatment we Q 
expect from a member, . Apast t&~~&.j 

ain, Mr Piime Minister 
of the Commonwealth. ‘you have stated that” 
We feel we have been’ 
discriminated against- 

‘There is ,no sinceritf : 
on the psrt of the PQorth: 

unece*Sarily* pa~i’% tg &I @.@hlnqfok~‘th&l 
larly with regard to stu-,:‘- 
dent fees and educa-: ~~~t~,~,~e,“~d:~b~f$’ 
tional facilities made’ 
available to Malaysian progr.888.” What 
students in Britain. prompted that 

I should hope there ‘statemefitf 
will be no &rther de- A. Well, that is how it 

seems to me. There Is 

I will SST 1 Q Am 

try 
m2 Asian politics through forthright, 

,observations on both the political 
and economic fronts and volicies 
intended to emphasise dba~ysia’s 

to do L’ 
nonaligned posture. The 
Mala saan Prime Minister shared 

what. I’ 
+is t ughts’ on a variety of sub- 
Jects in an exclusive interview 
with Vie tor Laniuuskas, Editor-in- 
Chief of the Reader’s Digest Asian 

think Edition, and Robert Kiener, Dyp 
ty Editor. 

even a definite attempt ’ depress the market. 
to almost wreck the 

countries. They did not 
Andsince our economy.!., start the way the EU- 

economy of the South. : depends 80 much won ropean Economic Corn- 
Let’s take the current 

_ _‘j WOUna Of the Asean 

tin, the direct effect” I mmitY started. There 
problem that we are ! *would be to wreck our 1 YOU have economies 
facing in Malaysia. The economy. Of course, the 
United States has de- ’ United States will say 

which developed along 
I simi1ar lines and at 

that is not its intention. i almost the same rate. tided to sell its tin 1 
stockpile. Not because I 
.there is no tin on the ,; 
market. There is plenty / 
of tin on the market,‘:/ 
and the price is not high : i 
either. But suddenly the ,‘I 
United States has now. 
decided ‘to sell all eve?: 
the world. 

The only thing’ that., 
we can assume, L that ,i 
the United States ia’: 
purposefully trying to .: 

but that is the result. ’ 1 1 Here we have vast dlf- 
&. The Association of’ 

Southeast Asisn<.Na-. 
ferences. We were co. 
hased by different peo- 

tions (Asean); ‘Mr.,: Pie,andthereforewein- 
Prime Minister, IS now -, herited different ays- 
in Its fffteenth year. in 
your opinion, has Asean 

: terns. For a long time 
! 

lived up to its ststed 1’ 
we had no links with 

gas* - j 

A. Asean has defil ” 
nitely progressed. Of ., 
course, it could have 
done better, but onehas 

each other and we knew 
very little about one an- 
other. 

The idea of cooperat- 
ing with our neighbours 
is quite new to IIR an.4 
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i& Since the out&e&G 
of racial yioience In 
Malaysia in 1969, the 
Malaysian Govern-m 
ment haa worked very; 
hard to promote har- 
mony and unity. What 
steps are you taking to 
maintain g6od re- 
lations between the na. 
tioh’s three major ra- 
cial groups? 

A. I’ve always be-1 
iieved that the lack of 
racial harmony in this 
country is due to a lack 
of understanding’ 
among the people. of 
each other’s culture, 
ethics and needs. J JVe j 
have to explain to :th$ ( 
Malays why ,,$hp Chi-‘ 
nese are here.wd$w$at 
they contributi$ abd $fj, : 
have to ex#in’to”t2l& : 
Chinese why’tie’ncedfo ! 
have our-poiiqy tdfie$” 
the “have n$S.:l_.~~o&$ 
are now inclined to be.‘. 
more tolerant. They’ 
know that failure to 
achieve our targets 
might mean disasters .’ 
like the racial outbreak 
‘in 1969. 

therefdre progress 
must necessarily ,be 
slow. nespite ail ‘that, 
there is no Uoubt *that 
Asean has becomes a 
major world groupitig. 
We would like to’ do 
more, but we will have 
to be patient. 
” Q. Where do you see 

Asean g,s!ng from, 
here? ’ 

A. We think political : 
f: ‘cooperation will im-: 

prove over time as we 1 
get to know each other 
even better and under- 
stand our common 
problems in re- 
lationship with the rest 
of the world. Also, as 
each country becomes 
more prosperous, the 
fears of ‘making re- 
sources avaliable to its 
neighbour - to its dis- 
advantage-will disap- 
pear. For example. In- 
donesia has 150 million 
people. That’s a huge 
market. Quite obvious- 
ly, Indonesia aoesn’t 
want to become a mar- 
ket for Singapore, 
which cannot become a 
market for Indoriesla 
This kind of feeling will 
eventually wear off’ .a8 
we begin to understand 
the need to cooperate. 

very insecure if .the 
U@ted States suddenlyi 
left this area entirely.. 
We wouldn’t like to see 
an increase (in the US; 
military presence): we 
wouldn’t like td see a’ 

. decrease, either. 

Filipino ( 

insurgents ’ 1 

Q. The Philippine: 
claim on th!, Malaysian j 
State of Sabah has nev- i 
er been formaiiyj 
withdrawn, and Sabah 
has been frequently re- 
ported as a training sife 
tar Filipino insurgents. 
How has this hampered 
regional cooperation, 
and what are your 
plans, if any, to resolve 
the Sabah claim ques- 
tion? 

A. The indications 
are that there might be 
some way we can settle 
this problem once and 
for all. We have 
Filipinos living in 
Sabah who are used to 
coming in and out of 
this border State. The 
peopif there are of the 
‘same race, and they 
nev :r regarded the 
L--. ndary as beine n 

Champion of 
the Malays 

’ Q. ,You have long] 
been regarded as a, 
champion of thei 
Maiays. Lately, how- 

parati;ely speaking’:; 
There is corruption, 1 
will admit, but it is at 
the stage where people, 
still do not openly ac-.I 
-cept bribes. The officers ; 
in the Government tid 
the Ministers are not’ 
corrupt, but they have 
been allowed to do cer- 
tain things because of a 
laissez-faire attitude. 
My fe?Jing is that we 
should”stop corruption> 
before it gets ‘to tBe 
stage when it becomes 
general practice. That 
is wh@t I am doing and 
the ‘people - including 
government employees 
-agree.. 

Q. l&lay&a has one 
of the more successful 
records of economic 
achievement in Asia, 
with a stable. political 
entiironplent: over the 
past decade. What are 
your hopes for 
Mriiaysia’s IqtureP 

A. What I would like 
to see is, of course, the 
continuance of political 
stability, and with that 
political stability we ex- 
pect further economic 
growth. Eventually, 
Malaysia may become 
one of the most de- 
veloped of the deveiop- 
lng countries. 

Reprint$dlwith per-. 
lnission from -&e April 
1988 Asian Reader’s 
Digest. CopytiSht 198S bs 
the Reader’s Digest Ass& 
Inc.) . 
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Obstacles 
to growth 

Bilaterel + 
arrangement 

Q. Do you ever fore- 
see Asean becoming a 
military alliance? 

A. No. I hope not 
ever. It is a 
principles to i! 

alristour 
ave a mil- 

itary grouping of that’ 
nature, although we can 
have bilateral arrange- 
merits.’ 

Q. You. have m,ens I 
+loned tbea adverse ef- _I 

i feet. on Malaysia i 
brought about by the : 
United States’ sale of’ j 
its ttn stockpile. What 
general feellngs do you 
have of the Reagan Ad-. 
ministration’s dealings 
so far with Asesn and 
Malaysia in partlcu. 
lar? 

. 
‘. 

“A. We have the clis-’ 
tin& feeling that there 
is not the keenness to be 
involved, or even to be 
sympathetic some- 
times. This is p&haps a 
very harsh thing to say, 
but it is a feeling that I 
think the Reagan Ad- 
ministration has for all 
countries. It is almost 
isolationist in its at- 
titude. There is not the 
kind of sensitivity that 
we had come to expect 1, 
from the United States. 

Q. Do you feel’ that. 
the continued presence . . 
of US military bases in ’ 
Asia fs necessary, for 
A&a6 security? 

A. Perhaps it may 
contribute toward re- 
minding the Russians 
that there are other 
people in the area. But 
we wouldn’t like to have 
the whole of South-East 
Asia being controlled 
by the United States. 
tit’s say we would feel 

boundary for thirn. 
Thus, it is very difficult 
to keep track of every- 
body. Of course, among 
the Filipinos there may 
be people who belong to 
the Moro (National Lib- 
eration Front). or the 
Christian (opposition) 
group, or whatever 
group it is. We can’t 
always oversee what 
they are talking about’ 
or doing. Certainly, if 
they started setting up 
a military camp we 
would know abouf it. ; If 
they were to plot ‘among 
themselves, I, ,don’t. 
think we can stop them. 
any more than we’can 
stop our own people 
from talking. 

Q. Islam is p;ayf&. 
an increasingly imp&-’ 
tant, and at times con:, 
troversial, .role in the:. 
world’s polltical and, ec-, 
onomic affairs. As the 
Prime Minister of a: 
predominantly Muslim 
nation, how would you 
describe Islam’s’ 
changing role in your 
own country’s affairs? 

A. With the re- 
surgence of Islam there 
is a tendency for people 
to think again about td- 
day’s extremely ‘mate- 
rialistic - and even 
hedonistic - attitude 
toward life, which in 
many cases has de- 
stroyed normal human 
relations and ‘which, I: 
think, will lead’ to the, 
destruction of human 
society. The resurgence 
of Islam helps stabi,hse 
society. . . 

We have, in Islam,, 
some aberrations;&: 
terpretations which dif. : 
fer from the norm. 
These things are bound 
to happen. I don’t think 
you regard the Spanish 
Inquisition es typical of 
Christianity.,, In -_- 

ever, you’ve indicated : 
that Malaysia’s 
bumiputras ,(sons of the 
soil) should do more to 
help themselves eco- ’ 
nomicafly. Can you ex- : 
plain on that? 

A. I’ve been called’ a 
champion of the Malays 
by others. I didn’t call ” 
myself a champion of 
the Malays. I’m just I 
asking for an equitable 
society in wWh +I-- 

Malays and the Chinese 
have a fair share of the 
wealth of this Country, 
- “a place in the’ 
Malaysian sun,” ‘so. to 
speak. 

The real champion of 
the Malaya is the man 
who can bring up the 
Malaya to the level of 
the Chinese and others. 
Merely talking about it 
doesn’t get us any- 
where. If I can only 
arouse their emotions 
and make them anti- 
Chinese, then I will not 
be their champion. 

Even in 1970 after I 
wss expelled from the 
party, I was talking 
about the same thing I 
am saying now. In my 
book (The Malay 
Dilemma) I talk about 
the faults of the Malays 
and the faults of the 
Chinese. But un- 
fortunately the Chinese 
read what I say shout 
their faults and the 
Malaya read what I say 
about their faults, and I: 
am condemned by the 
Malaya as much as I 
.am condemned by the 
Chinese. 

Q. You’ve stressed 
the reform of govern. 
ment operations in 
your administratlon, 
such as ordering Cabi- 
net Ministers to declare 
assets, telling govern- 
ment employees to give 
up moonlightlng and --._ _, _.... - ~~ 

Q. What do you con- 
sider the major ob- : 
Stables standing in the 
way of that continued 
growth7 

A. Well, political 
stability can only be 
maintained if we suc- 
ceed tn enlightening the 
people on the policies ‘. 
we follow and explain- ,, 
ing how they are good : 
for them. But, of course, j ( 
there will be people who ! 
will disagree with the, 
Government, and if we I 
allow extreme views toi 
prevail among an in-: 
creasing number of peo- 
pie. then that is a prob- 
lem. At the moment we 1 
do not foresee such a : 
problem. ,’ 

Another’potentlal ob- 
stacle is’ external. ’ 
Malaysia’s economy 
can progress only if we 
can sell our com- 
modities and m.anufac- . 
tsred products. Corn- ; 
modities have a way of 
fluctuating in price. ; 
The price can go down 
very low, creating in- 
ternal restlessness. ; 
That is why we look for .. - 
the stabilisation of corn- _ 
modity prices through: : 
out the world. 

Also, we have a very. ., 
small population ,and .>I_ 
we need to sell some of 
our manufactured . 
goods in the developed ‘t: : 
countries. The trend K. 
tow.ard restriction of ?I, 
imports ‘will affect our ‘* : 
eqonomic expansion. 

Q. If there were one ’ 
thing for which you 
would like the people to 
remember your admin- 
i&ration, what would it 
be4 

A. If it ‘can be said 
that I have heen able to 
lay the foundation for 
proper and, harmonious 
development of this 
country, ,I would be :..,.-1_._., .,,.,...... 

. ’ 
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