
THE RED ~a et for ‘for the bridge: It lsnot’as 
tbog Prime MJ 25 ter ]a’. exciting to,. travel in the 
two djff&ut shades of. motorcade aa one would, 
red. Two hundred and expect. 
fifty feet lop .$ it is’ 
ready to be r jsd out 
as his plapd stops at. 
the old &bort in 
Penang. ‘- ’ 

The Protocol Officer is 
all in &flurry. He tella a 
Slate officer. and his wife, 
that they have to go to the: 
plane to invite the P&I. 
and his wife down.’ That 
is the custom. He per- 
suades the WanJfaUmno 
women from Kallk PuIau 
to join the Datlns.’ 

The plane arrives. It is 
an F-28, painted white 
and blue. One of the Datln 
group Bays, “the plane la. 
old.” She’s diaappolnted 
that the PM did not step 
out of a gleamJng silver.. 
contraption. 

For one thing, in an 
airconditioned car 
towards the back of the 
motorcade. one cannot 
hear the sirens of the es- 
cort rldere. Then the cars 
are go]ng at a constant 10 : 
mllee an hour. The only ,. 
thing .sllghtJy flashy 
about ‘the procession is, 
that each car has ‘its,’ __- ._. ~.~ 

The PM is dressed in a q 
beige-grey bush jacket., 

;His hair is slicked down 
‘slightly, parted to,. the: 
left, with a bit of grey,$ 
showing here -and there. y 
He comes by and shakes:;, 
handB.1 He has a warm:. 
handshake. ‘, I .; ‘Y-. 

DaUn.,Seri Dr ’ S&ill 
Hasmah is dressed’ in ‘a 

.‘baju kumng in the ‘cekaJ$ 
musang’, !:styIc,; ‘She’s? 

1 ,ycaGq .+: coral. seti. the:; 

Lbead5 carved, with 
matching dangling ear- 
,rtnm a.ring and a 
brooch. She has a gold 
link chain bracelet and 
an exquisite gold and 
black spiral bangle: She 
IS slim, elegant and ‘COG-, 

time, the front twb-rows : 
across the field have’! 
emptied. The glare of ,the 1 
sun is too great. All are 1 
holding the brochure to: 
shield themselves from. 
the Bun. There ares 
dragonfi]eB in the mercl- 
le~sly blue sky. 

The PM speaks. He 
holds the rostrum with 
both hands and speaks 
into the battery of mlbro- 
phones. He looks straight 
up. but now and again 
Jooka down as if he is 
consulting notes. Only 
later you learn there are 
no notes and the speech 
has taken form while he . . . -. . 

Lunching, Ii 

llstenca to the speeches 
which had gone before, 

KefrCShmentB are : 
served. There are six 
types of cakes for ‘the .’ 

posea. 
VIPs. For the pubJJ0,‘; 

’ there are 5,000 paeke@ 
Following c1oBe +hJnd; boxes. Qch buia_drJpk,*, arc 14 renorters, the t&J* (, .. 

*’ went to Kedah. We did i taTen, a durry puff and a not eat till 4 nm.” 

Since the speeches a ?a?% itsinto the dar, 

took a bit longer than .aJajkum. noute, ‘Salam 
. The PM wlnda 

they were B”P~cd toe hls window down,,waves : 
the PM’s reBt period is and i,eam5 
cut short. The next &or, ie 

. 

project be opened by a matang Pauh. The PM 
person, from Kedah. and his party go ln one 
Though I am from and the reporterB foliow 
Kedah. my father JB from in another. The chopper, 
Penang”. And then he I We are in Beat5 -aboUt 84 
goes on to tell the crowd on two benches along the 
how as a small child he Bide. The roof is lined ’ 
used to ‘come and visit with a padded quilt-like 
frlendln of his father in ’ ~Covedng. 
the vicinity of Kedah There are two rules d 

L$I$\ $eri acroag the 

“T&re, there ;* he 
points. They locat$ him, 
bring hfm alose and 
have a especial ,photo- 
graph taken. 

As they leave, the peo- 
ple llne up wanting to 
shake their hands. The 
man with the scruffy 
shirt, says loudly, +Da- 
tuk, Datti.” A_n_d , ,pome- ..- 

who beams when h]B Bon Jng of Hajjahs there. The 
manages to shake the men, a lot of them, have - barely touches Jt and JB 
PM’s hand. - songkoks OIL SO ha5 the ; overcome- An armless 

PM man puts forth his stump ‘Two over. One more ; 
to go.” says one of Ule 
PM’s party. He’s refer- : 
ring to one more event at 1 
which the Prime Min-. 1 
Later has to officiate.“the 1 
opening of the Prai Bar- 
rage in Permatang Pauh, 1 
about 10 ktlometrcs from ‘, 
Butterworth. 

_ _._. 
The BpeeCheB begin.’ ‘for ihe PM- The Ph 

again. The sun i.5 hot. .A!$ shake5 Jt- Anti 80 they 
, j move on, surrounding 

vision Grew, five bodb*; 
yguards and three people, 
from the Prime Mln- 
later’s office. 

Speaking 
We leave in a motor- 

cade for the bridge site 
where Dr Mahathlr 1s to 

the Kedah Road Deveiop- ,(,: r 1‘: i .- h.‘: : ‘i.‘;,~,2,8:,;+ ,::- ; 
ment Project. He cornea .~*~~~~ 
in, with a garland of 

!jcF. y .“s, ,. 
i .( off the piling work 

The lunch is a six-dhh 
affair. Unimpressed. one 

‘of the guests present 
Bays. “Hope there ,ie des- 
Bert. And coffee”. 

‘Today is a relaxed 
day,” says an officer with 
the Prime MinJster’B of- I 
.flce. “iy,, should have : 
been with UB when we’: 

Refreshments are 
served for the VIPs qnd 
the public under the 

$~;,;~;$;~~f$:: ) 
joylng this hugely. Datuk< ’ 
Seri takes a cake from 
under the cellophane + 
wrapping on the plate.1 
They exchange pleas! : 
antrles wlth some women 
who look as if they were * 
responelble fpr the 
spread. 

Then the PM takes a 

. 
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