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for a day, the first question that Eomes to mind is: HOM 
does he manage such a hectic schedule? 
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“Time for the 

sleep,‘: he says as he 
sits In the executive 

-,I don’t like adoration, .,’ i 
;. adulation. That is wh 

#et on his way home. 
‘Six,aand .a-:.half ‘. 

hours. Then I sleep the incident with 
in the plane or the tried to kiss-his hand, he. ulled it ‘:: / 
helicopter when- back. That is, our custom. LB when ‘/ 
ever I can. people waut to kiss my hand, I 1 

/ family? There 1% never ‘: ‘. ’ :I 
i enough of it. ‘But now I go , 

“If you’re doing draw it back. I don’t deserve that .-home for lunch, It’s just a 
something you’re in- 
terested in, you don’t 

much respect. I’m a no- 

feel tired.” 
body. I’m just one of them. 

It must be working for 
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I, him. After four speeches 
and eleven hours on the 

‘~ move, he looks fresh, 
while the rest of us are 

1 faxed by the heat and the 
’ I pace. - 

“I feel good about mak- 
ing contact,” he says. 
“My training as a doctor 
helps me to com- 
municate. The touch of 
the hand, that is lmpor- 
tam. It is like the healing 
concent of ‘the lavinrr 01 
hands’. That is why I-try 
and shake the hands of as 
many people as I can. It 
is not possible to shake 
everybody’s hand in a 
large crowd, but as many 
as possible. 

“When ueoole wave to 
me, shoui greetings, I 
feel good.” d 

Leaning back as if to 
savour the experience, he 
says: “Everything seems 
worthwhlle:It’s the way 
people greet you, the way 
ther seem to accent YOU. 
Yoii feel you. are*n& a 
stranger. Your se,rvice is 
appreciated. 

them.” 

“I used to be very shy. 
I did not like crowds. I 

By this time, the air 
hostess in the jet, a Fok. 
ker 28 furnished, in the 
Maa style, has served us 

’ a’chlcken snack and a hot 

G Then there was this. prob- 
lem of pensions. Some peo- 

ple were not being, aid even two *, 
years after they h J retired. Now, 
with the new system introduced, 
people receive their pension 
.the menth after they retire j 
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would not go to the stadl- 
urn to watch a game. I 
would not go to an exhlbl- 
tlon. In the old days, I 
would not go. 

“But this is different. 
This is a crowd I can be 
with. When they wave, 
shout a greeting, it is 
very touching. And com- 
ing-from tot& strangers 
-that is what is so heart- 
warming about the cx- 
perlence. 

“I don’t like adoration, 
aduIatlon. That is whv 
when people try to kh& 
my hand, I pull away. 

“You. might re- 
.member,” he says, “the 
incident with Tunku. 
When I tried to kles his 
hand, he pulled it back. 
That la our custom;’ So 
when people want to kiss 
my hand, I draw it back, 

h “I don’t deserve that 
much. respect. I’m ‘no- 
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Now, he says, he ‘can 

handle it better. “People 
po@& 
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Favourites For the last 20 years;’ 
he says, he has,been the 

When I tell him how,, ‘same weight. (I forgot to ~ 
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lng for him ‘at Penang Every day, for fifteen 
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Now that he is Prime. how she keeps her en- : 
Minister, he Says’ th?!bdh’~bl, $lable figure? No, he i’ 
no time for gardening” is says, smlllngly~ 1 ! ’ 
ad CarpentrY * the :tWo \ / 
things he enjoys. 

Does he miss being ,a ; 
IS doctor? 

“I used to do it even, t, “Yes,” he say&‘1 miss 
when 1 Was DPM (Dew-: that., Medfcine is some- 
ty Prime Minkter)* Now, :I thing like detective work. 
there .ls no ‘time. Sh’ico:‘ you know that Conan 

taJW3 over1 there tW@o":,Doyle who wrotc The&_ 
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‘, I ; Holmes <was a doctor. I 
‘0: read Conan .Doyle first, 

, then read medicine. 
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