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DR tlAHATH1R,__M.Q_HAIIAa,S ID TODAY THE OBJECTXVE OF --_ ---- 
-Ii-DTCATXON SYSTEN IS TO CREATE A NATION OF PEOPLE WITH ALL-ROUND, 
CAPABILITY. 

AS SUCH IT SHdULD NO? BE BRANDED i’tS SECULARI HE SAID WHEN 
OPENING R MOSQUE AT BADAK NEAR HERE. 

HE ADDED THAT THE COUNTRY WOULD NOT BENEFIT’FROM AN EDUCATION 
SYSTEM THAT WOULD ONLY PRODUCE EXPERTS ON RELIGION WHO‘WERE, 
IGNORANT IN aOTHER MATTERS. 

AS THE COUNTRY NEEDED DOCTORSf- ENGXNEERSI ARCHITECTS AND .OTHER 
PROFESSIONALSI KNOWLEDGE IN SUCH FIELDS WAS EQUALLY XMPORTANT 
TO THE MUSLIMS, HE SAID. 

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THERE WkS No REASON FOR MUSLYMS 
NOT TO COOPERATE WLTH OR EVEN OBTAIN THEIR KNOWLEDGE FROM NON- 
MUSLIMS AS LONG.AS THEIR INTENTION WAS NOT TO DISRUPT THE UNITY 
$F THE, UMMAH AND TYE RELIGION. -- BERNAMA MORE 2232/t’$K* 
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DATUK,SERf DR MAHATHXR SAID SASED ON SUCH REALISATlON ‘THE 
COUNTRY’S EDUCATI?N 5’fSTEM HAD BEEN FORMULATED TO INTRODUCE THE 
VARIOUS DISCIPLINES TO PUPILS EARLY. 

THIS ClOULD GRAD’JALLY ENABLE THEM TO MASTER A SPECIFIC FZELD 
OF STUDY UNTIL THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL. 

THE PRIME MPWIGTER SAID THAT WHAT WAS MORE SURPRISING’WAS THAT 
THE VERY PEOPLE WHC, tiAD ALLEGED THAT THE EDUCATION SYSTEN WAS 
SECULAR WERE THE ONES WHO HAD SENT THEIR CHXLQREN TO SCHOOLS 
AND UNIVERSXTXES BUILT BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

EARLIER, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHLR OPENED A 63009Oe35 SCHOOL 
IN SUNGAI FERXA, &BOUT 60 KM,FROM KOTA BHARU. 

IN HIS SPEECH HE SAID THE SETTING UP OF THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC 
lJNIVERS1TY IN MALAYSIA WOULD BE FOLLOWE’D BY SIMILAR UNIVERSITIES 
IN OTHER ISLAMIC COUNTRIES. -- BERNAMfi MORE 2236/MK 

N127 
MAHATHIR - EDUCATION 3 BACHOK ., 

THE SETTING UP QF SUCH UNIVERSITIES MOULD ENABLE STUDENTS 
TO biASTEe THE TYPE OF KNOWLEDGE THEY REQUIRED IN THEIR OWN 
COUNTRY 9 HE SAID. 

AT PRESENT ABOUT HALF A MILLION OF STUDENTS FROM ISLAMIC 
COUNTRIES HAD TO GO To WESTERN COUNTRXES TO GAIN A KNOWLEDGE IN 
SPECIFIC FIELDSir HE‘ADDED. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THSS HAD GIVEN RISE TO A LOT OF 
PROBLEMS BECAUSE THE STUDENTS WERE EXPOSED TO THE VARIOUS 
UNDESIRADLE ELEMENTS OF THE b1EST. 

HE HOPED THAT XNTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNZVERSPTlESv PNCLUDXNG 
THE PR0POSED UNIVEtjSITY 3N MALAYSIA7 WOULD ALSO BE OPEN TO 
NON-MUSLli’l STUDENTS TO EXP3SE THEM T6 ISLAH:LC VALUES. -- BERNAMA 
2240/MK 
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