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sixth floor hall ln the De- 
wan Bahasadan Pustaka 
ended with a standing ov- 
ation and tears of. j 
the Prime Mlniste 

Seri Dr Mnhnthir 

leading poets.and writ&~ 
had gathered there for 
the event, Malam Puisi 
Panjang Untuk 

. Mahathir. to read their 
poems. Nearly all of the 
poems were dedicated to 
the leader. 

In his speech after all 
the featured poets had 
had their turns, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir ex- 
pressed his gratitude for 
all the praises and the 
good things that had been 
written’about him. 

He also’ thanked the 
poets for their criticism. 
saying that it is some- 
times essential, especial- 
ly in a nation that strives 
for perfection, to have a 
group of people who 
would not hesitate to 

/ 
point out the mistakes of 
the Government. 

I “Everybody canmake 
: a mistake, and even I 
: can’t hope to escape from 

it,” he added “‘After all I 
am just an ordinary per- 
son. 

“It is not wrong for 
people to express their 
opinions.” 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathii also gave his 
views about some of the 
poems, especially those 
that are insinuated with 
the allegory ‘dreams’. 

“Yes, I know what you 
meant by the word 

I ‘dream’,” he told the 
poets. “Some say dreams 
can never come true, but 
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we will do 01~ best to you are good in your 
achieve a little of the work because people will 
dream. respect you when you’re 

“I too have .my good. 
dream.” he said. “As you 
know, we live in a small 

“Now, do you still’ 
want to be immersed in 

developing country-that the ridicule and the 
has beenso long, the con- abuse?” Datti Seti Dr 
stant subject of ridicule Maha~..~ked 
from the advanced na- 
tions of the West.” “No. we don’t,” car& a 

“It’s my. dream,“_ he sho~~&!fhti$a~m~wer 
explained, “to eliminate 
and remove all the ridi- the Prime Minister 
cule and abuse that have walked back to his seat. 

Faye tfsmtieE .gpeg 
The audience rose to 

give him a standing ova- 
and that respect ‘will tion, and wave after wave 
have to come through all 
of us. 

Of $$~s’~~~los~~ but 

pr;At $~!&~$~&$.e 
for the Prime Minister, 

ring to the poe& musi- 
they were tears of joy. 

This is the first time 
cians and writers who ’ some of the countrv’s 
were present at the event, 
“can contribute some- 
thing to achieve that re- 
spect. The’ important 
Mti$z to strive for per- 

poets and writers had 
gathered.together to ded- 
icate their .poems to a 
Prime Minister. 

“We never had such a 
man among us before,” 
said Dinsman, Group’ 
Theatre Elite’s director, 
on behalf of the: other 

“Be what you all want 
to be - poets, musicians, 
writers or .even 
labourers. But make sure 

. 


	PM hailed by country's poets and writers (Malay Mail 20/04/1982)

