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reflected their vision and
aspirations for the na-
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Nasional's grand haul
to a new awareness
and understanding
among the electorate
of what a Barisan gov-
ernment stands for,
and to the cooperation
"among the 11 compo-
- nent parties.

The fall of DAP can-
didates like “nine pins,”
he said, meant that the
i people were tired and
-were no longer willing to
"be used as a sacrifice just
for the sake of having an
Opposition.

“We have toppled the
chauvinists among them,
the narrow-minded peo-
_ple the country can ill-
“afford.”

To examine

o D;tuk Musa Hitam,
who was with the Prime
Minister at a live tele-

vision interview and sub-

sequent Press con-
ference, said the victory
also meant that the peo-
ple were no longer at-
' tracted by issues based
on emeotions and com-
munal sentiments.

A winning Barisan
promise, he added, was
the catch phrase, “clean,
efficient, trustworthy *
which had captured the
people’s imagination as it

said he would form his

- Cabinet as soon as pos-

gsible; the adminis-
tration's first priority
would be to examine gov-
ernment machinery to
look for weaknesses and
to seek new approaches
“to fulfil our determina-
tion towards a clean, effi-
cient and trustworthy
government.”

. With' the majority
gained, his adminis-

tration should be able to.

carry out its pro-
grammes “without any

fear or reservation that

we would be weakened in
the process.”

Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir admitted that
he had not expected the
party to do as well as its
1978 performance. He
cited the problems bhe-
tween component parties
and within parties too
and also the 50 per cent
new faces that made up
the Barisan line-up of
candidates who were not
capable of using the old
party machmery fully.

But he said he was

pleased that the Barisan

machinery had run “very
efficiently” and that the
component parties - had
worked together under
the Barisan banner, in-

cluding the MCA and the
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Gerakan. 1
There had been no sep-}
arate campaigns, he said,
in a reference to the bit-

ter rivalry between the}
two parties in 1978. i

Asked if he felt the re-|
sounding victory, espe-:
cially in urban areas that |
had been DAP strong~
holds, reflected a new|

maturity among the vot- |

ers, Datuk Seri Dr.
Ma.hathir said it meant

that the new generation |

of voters was not easily ©
deluded by false prom-
ises and tricks.

- “What we intend to do
must have had some in-
fluence on the voters.”

Asked which result
gave him the most satis-
faction. — besides his
own victory — he said

what was more satis- -

fying was to see consti-

tuencies that were sup- -

posed to be Opposition !

strongholds fall to ‘the.
Barisan like nine pins.

On kncik Anwar Ibra- .

him's thumping victory,
in Permatang Pauh, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir.

said it meant that he (An-
war), had chosen the '
right party and “I've . -

chosen the right can-

- dildate for Permatang

Pauh.
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“The.chicken which | -

has just grown its feath-
ers apparently already
has strong ones."
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