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THE new government |

" Changes will take
time: Mahathlr

for the rest of the election

i will first examine its ma-
" chinery to see how exist- |

Sarawak.: -
v ing weaknesses vr inade:’’

‘results from Sabah and
S

quacies can be remedied

by introducing new  ap-

proaches that will help it

clean, efficient and

tworthy government. -
S

‘that“h se of a;
_“clean, efficient and’
trustworthy" adminis-
tration could not be im-
plemented overnight. It

~ would take time as the

change would have to be.
spread over all strata of-

" gociety.

The Prime Minister
told a Press conference in
Rumah Malaysia after
keeping a night-long vigil
for the election results
throughout Thursday
night, that the sloganwas’

[t Spelling ddt the: rea—‘

sons behind the Barisan's
overwhelming victory,
. Dr Mahathir said:

were due not only to the
. promise ‘of development, '

" but also because the op-
.. position had no signifi- |

cant issues which they
could capitalise on.

“The opposition, there- |
fore, could not fall back
on old issues. Even if they
did, it was now ecvident
that they were no longer
agitating the rakyat,” he
- added.’

The Barisan chairman
remarked that he did not
expect such good results.
He at first did not expect
the coalition to perform |

better than in the 1978:
elections, partly due to "8

' “not a gimmick. It would . -

i guide the government to
. be formed over its.entire
term,” he added. a7

He noted that there
was need for slightly dif-
ferent approaches to de-
velopment than the ones
adopted hitherto. The
government would be

=~ more specific in its objec-
tives, and approaches
would be developed to
achieve these goals
spelled out in the Barisan
manifesto.

He said that the bigger
majority gained by.’
Barisan would enable the -
government to carry out
its programme without’

any fear of it being weak-,

- ened in the process.

get started on the prom-
ises made as soon as pos-
sible, Dr Mahathir, how-
ever, said he had to wait

“The
fulfill its promise of a! reasons we were voted i in |

telfM¥hced THdotkl’ lﬁhﬂ‘utogether ‘to secur V

that if parties were to in-
sult the intelligence of
the voters, they would be
successful.”

‘He was also happy

successfully toppled the
~chauvinists among the
opposition whom he de-
;scribed as being nar-
rowminded. *“The coun-
‘ try can ill afford them."
he stressed. !
Commenting on Pas’
! perrormance in Kelan-
i tan, the Prime. Minister
| said the party had actual-
ly made no gains:since
‘the 1969 election, when
! the situation was ‘com-

| parable with the present.. :::

Comparison should not

be made with 1978 he-
’cause the situation was .

i then different followiny
| the separate poll for the
gembly. In 1974,
Pas was a Barisan com-

.the fact that quite a few . ponent.

ofits nominees were new.

They ‘were “not famil-'
iar with the use of party'’
machinery, and there:
were problems wiih the:
component parties.
as’
well as within individual

within the Barisan,

parties themselves.

The Prime Mlnister :

- renewed his offer to Pas
to rejoin the Barisan Na-
sional, an offer which he
made publicly during the
campaign period.
Discussing the reasons
why non-Malay Barisan
candidates performed
«well especially in consti-

He could not say for’ tuencies formerly held
certain whether the new Py the DAP, Dr Mahathir

voters had supported the
Barisan fully, but he was
sure that the old system |

. of using tricks and

- micks in attracting votes:

: sald the Barisan machin-

ery worked very effi- -
‘ciently all through the
gim- campaign period. :

The campaign was

“was not successful in conducted by the Barisan
.drawing votes away from &8 a whole, and not by

i ‘lhe BN.
While he would like to <

individual parties. Even
.the MCA and the

’ Dr Mahathir said: “We' Gerakan cooperated well
are dealing with a new |

e e e

that the coalition had-

-ban, Dr‘Maha,thlr ‘sai

gengration of voters, and

we, ust res ect their in-

e ot e e ey o

chicken who has just
grown his feathers ap-
.parently has very strong

" feathers now.”

Likewise, there wag h}aq"

5

cooperation in the Fe(l
al Territory.™ = ..
Referring: to th

xnation.of a new cabinet.

ny. radical changes,

ly-contested par&‘ﬁf—é;there would definitely be

-mentary, seat of: Serem-
that the voters had

some changes in the line-

‘up since a number of min-

“isters did not contest this

changed™ their  attitudes: -time.

and appeared to beck the
Barisan. - -

- 'They were now &ware

-of the benefits to be de-

rived by-supporting the
ent:as their sup-

: govermq
‘portsfor’ ’three terms to
Dr-Chen.-

DAP Chajrnian
Man Hin'‘had.‘evidently

-brought little benefits.

In response ‘to re-

.‘porters’' questions, Dr
-Mahathir was quite satis-

tied with the overall per-
formance *of. “the MCA,
which hadyliconquered”

. some tougl"l‘ -apposition

seats. Of particular sig-
nificance are Barisan's
victories in Seremban
(Negri Sembilan), Petal-
ing (Selangor),
Damansara (Federal
Territory) and Kluang in-
Johore.

Referring to Encik An-
war Ibrahim’s victory in
the parliamentary seat of
Permatang Pauh in
Penang, the Prime Min- -
ister said it was obvious
that Encik Anwar had
chosen the right party
and that he had chosen
the right candidate for
Permatang Pauh, a seat
formerly held by Pas.

He quipped: “The little

Asked whether the
aca.demically qualified

.would be preferred for
cabinet posts, the Prime

Minister said a number
of factors needed to be
taken into account and

-these’include their ability :
to mix, ability to get

along well with their col-

‘leagues and appreciate
‘matters in a mature

manner.

Under some circum-
stances, the academical-
ly-unqualified might take
precedence over the
academically qualified.

Meanwhile, Datuk
Musa Hitam, who was
also present at the Press

_conference, said he was

satisfied with the
Barisan's victories and

~attributed this to the

campaign strategy

which stressed on the dis- '

semination of informa-
tion as the most impor-
tant task.

The rakyat was more
interested in practical

development that they.

could see for themselves,
and they were aware that
they could not get it from
the opposltlon.

_ He sald it was too ear- :
3¥ly to discuss the for-

sPWhile he did not expect '
53
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