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to overcome common 
Mr Yeo said that the 

%hathir Mohamnd monwealth altogether, 
Simm?-- but instead wanted to aeo 

The gathering of many 
countries at international 

that tho organisation 
functions more mean- 

meetings had not yielded 
much result, he told the 

ingfully. 
The two leaders 

vieiting Commonwealth started off their dia.’ 
Secrotary.Gcneral, Sir 
Shridath Ramphal, who 

cusalon8 by rcvicwlng 

called on him at hh offlco 
the dctcrloratlng intcrna. 
tlonal cconomlc situation 

at Parliament Houac and Sir Shridath cx. 
here. 

~iso prcscnt at the 
prcsscd the hope that 
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European Affairs, Mr An. 
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dcpcnded mostly on the 

Datuk Scri Dr 
the ability of developing 
Commonwealth coun- 

Mahothir uiso told Sir 
Shrlduth that Asoan cco- 

tries. like Malaysia, to be 
self-reliant. 

nomic co-operation had He stressed the need to 

‘wealth 
increase productivity 
and cut down unnecee-c 
sary expenditure. :‘We 
should be more frugal,” 
he said. 

“WC have io look at 
ourselves first.” he 
added. 

Sir Shridath said Com- 
monwealth members, 
wore receptive to the idea 
Of self-reliance and tho 
movement needed new’ 
ideaa from Malaysia to1 
resolve the problems. 

According to him, Da- 
luk Seri Dr Mahathir 
himself rcprceented 
“frcshnesa and new 
Idcae” in the Com- 
monwealth. 

Slr Shridath said that 
he w&8 here not to offer 
anythlng on behalf of the 
Commonwealth to 
Malaysia but to flnd out 
what Malaysia could do 
to make the Com- 
monwealth more mean. 
ingful. 

The Prime Minister 
said that Malaysia had in 
a lrmaii way -within its 
resources and 

capabilities extended as- 
eistan~e to smaller Corn-i 
monwealth countries iike~ 
I??y_ua New Gutnea and 

-%i a member of the 
Organlsation of Islamic 
Confcrcncc (OX), it had 
donated rice to Mali to 
,hclp ovcrcomc the short- d 
ago of food following the 
severe drought there. 

Sir Whridath aald such 
efforts would aup iement 
the activitlcs oft R c Com- 
monwcaith Seoretariat in 
providing a pool of ox- 
pert8 to aaslst mombcr 
countries requiring 
Fk;&htg and ncccssury 

On tho Puture of the 
Commonwealth Heads of _ 
Government meeting, 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
hoped that the meeting 
would serve aa a forum of 
dialogue in lnjectlng and ‘. - 
exchanging new ideas on 
how the members’ could , ’ 
holp each other in over- 
;?c”mmalng common prob- 
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