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1 Wed. The Prime
Minister has told
~heads of State Govern-.
“ments and Executive
Councillors that they
can only apply for a
piece of land each to
build a house, thus im-
plicitly telling them to
stop awarding un-
limited land based on
political considera-
tions.

A Mentri Besar in-
terviewed today said Da-
tuk Seri Dr Maha
Mgd
that he would not mind if
they appligd for a picce of
_land to build a housc,
meaning also that they
should stop arbitrarily
giving out land as politi-
! cal reward.

But coupled with this
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concession was the re-
minder “that the Prime

Minister wants to be in- -

formed if any Mentri
Besar, Chicf Minister or
State Exccutive Coun-

cillor applled for the

land.
The Mentri Besar in-
terviewed said he doubts
rif any of his Exco mem-
‘bers would want to take

up the offer for the mo- .-

ment.

‘“No one wants to
jeopardisc his position in
office. Even though the
Prime Minister said it's,
all - nght,,who wants to -
face scrious questioning.,

when his appllcatlon'

comes to the notice of Da-
tuk Scri?"
Also, ‘bccausc thc

Prime Minister had ‘not

dared ask) whether those
alrcady owning property
could still apply for this
cntitlement, there is fear
among thc politicians

land

‘other property.

.specificd (and no one’.

that their application, un- -

der Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir's scrutiny,
could lead to other revel-
ations.

It is understood that

- fer the past many years,

this land-for-a-house cn-
titlement has been en-
joyed by scnior Govern-

ment scervants. Ministers'

-asked for the cntltlcmcnt
much later.

No black and whité

rule cxists, just a tacit
.undcrslandmg or thc on- .

I

¥

titlement, even if the pub-
lic official already owns

A Minister in-|
tervicwed said they arce |
cntitled to cither Federal !
or Statc land that is being |
developed — normally a
10,000 sq.ft. housing lot at
a concession rate.

Special price

The going spccial1
price for the prestigious J

~ Kenny Hill arca isonly $5 |
‘a 8q.fl. said the Minister. |

The market rate for such
prime land is between $20
and $40, says a property
developer.

It is understood that
several former and pre-

~sent Cabinet members,
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cven those who alrcady
own houses, have taken
advantagc of tms entitle-
‘ment. :

But it is also kndwn
“that at lcast onc Minister
returned his- land 'to the
Government when he ob-
tained a Government

-.{ loan to buy a housc.

. Beecause this entitle-

; 'ment is not in black and

white, questions are
raised whether it can
Icad to abusec.
Obviously,. thosc who
; alrcady own houscs, no

. ! matter how many, can
", still qualify for this con-

- ¢ession. Why the need?

Ostensibly, the land
awardcd is for the official

" to build a house that he.

wants to live in. But who

. is there to check if this

cventually happens?
And who is there to
check that the land has

" not been sold for a profit? |

i

. has been given out in this

Much of the land that

. manner is in choice areas
like Section 16 in Petaling
&Jayd and the Am-

‘pang/Pckeliling
ncighbourhood where
‘embassics and

‘diplomats' homes are lo-

i

cated.
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