
THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THAT JU&E AND FAIRNESS SHOWN “Y 
THE MUSLIM MRJOHIT_Y COUNTRIES IN DEALI!% WITH THEIR NON-MUSLIM &I. 
-ZEN5 MUST AFFECT. fttE W,Q_LdXZIKG- OF MUSLIN MINORITIES 

HE WAS ADDRESSIN$i SO 
1 COUNTRIES WWf;N OFENING : 

E’ iO4l DELEGA,Tt3 AND OBSERVFRS’FROM 96 
- HE FIRST !dEEfINC OF THF RF&NAL ISLAMIC 

DAliNAt COUNCIL OF .Z$QUfrN-,EA-ST ASIA +$b YHE PACI;IC ‘tRlS$$P) 
H E R If I. ---t.jERNAMA l’!c:i;‘E.. f$jSa,AH 

_.. .1,6 

f+lAHATHKR ,. ISLAM 2 
. ,“ : 

KUALA LWMPUR “, 
’ : 

THE PRIME MXNISTER CALLED ON HUSLTMS IiPVING AS MIM’dORITPES NO-r .TC ,.“~ ’ ‘i 
RkX+ID THEIR MINORITY STATUS AS SOHETHING NEGATIVE QR RESTR.lCTI’vW 
UlJT INNFAD TO TAKE CQGNIZANCE OF THE COUNTRY’S SOCfAL ~ENVIRONMEN?’ ..’ 
AND ADHERE Ti) THE VALUES AND STANDARDS OF ISLAM. 

IT IS ESTXMATED THAT IN THE SOUTH-EAST ASIA AND. PACIFIC REGIO~N”~:‘,:~’ 
ALrJNEr THERE ARE ATlOUT 250 MYLLXCN MUSLIMS AND THERE ARE ONLY ” ” 
THREE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION *- INDI?NESIAI MALAYSIA AND BRUNEI - 
WHERE MWSLIMS FORM THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION. 

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHXR SAID THAT ALTHOUGH IN THE OTHER 17 
COUNTRLES IN THE REGION ,MUSLLMS ARE MINORITfESg IT WAS CLEAR 
THAT THEY WISHED TO MAINTAIN THEIR ISLAMIC IDENTITY, 

TOWARDS THIS END 1 THEY HAD TO ,FACE MANY CHALLEN&ES AND DXFPICUL-* 
TIES DWT ISLAM HAD SHOWN A RESILIENCE AND POWER WHICH ENAGLE ITS 
AD!4~RtSN’TS TO HOLD FAST TO T,HEIR FAITH EVEN IN THE ‘MOST ADVERSE 
i: t RCUMGTANCES ‘I HE SAID. 

NHA i NAS XtiPOtJTANT9 HE Shf?v dllS THAT F4$ MUSLXMSr THEY MUST 
UPHOLD AND PRACTISE THE TRWE TEACHfNGS e I <:Fz ISLAM ~H()$~~ Q3JFCTI.VE 
T5 UNIVERSAL GOaD, EGUALLTY AND PROGRESS. --UEtwq?A !qORE 13U?f/AH, 
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