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IPOHs JUNE 13 ((BERNAMA) -~ PRIME MINISTER /DAT
NAHATHIR MOHAMAD; TONIGHT REMINDED MUSLIMS IN THE COUNTRY THAT THE
{ GOVERNMENT'S CALL TO THE PEOPLE TO FOLLOW THE WORK ETHICS OF THE
-JAPANESE AND SOUTH KOREANS DID NOT INVOLVE ANY ASPECT OF ‘RELIGION.

: HE DID NOT WANT THE GOVERNMENT'S CALL TO BE MISCONSTRUED FOR ANY
' PURPOSE BECAUSE ''ISLAM IS ISLAM AND THEIR RELIGION IS THEIR
‘RELIGION,”® -

HE GAID NO RELIGIOUS ELEMENT - WAS INVOLVED "IF THE PEOPLE IN THIS
COUNTRY FOLLOWED THE-METHODS OF WORKING .OR Punsuea KNOWLEOGE FROH :
OTHERS.

IN FACT THE -CALL BY THE GovLRNMEnT WAS IN LINE uITH THE TEACHIN
OF PROPHET MOHAMAD: HE SAID.

HE SAID THAT ONLY THOSE WHO 010 NOT NANT MUSLIME TO SU&CEED; )

BE STRONMGy. - INDEPENDENT AND HAPPY WOULD MISlNTERPRET THE GO‘ERNMFNT'
GALL.

U OPENING THE 24TH NATIONAL GURAN READING COMPETITION HEREY HE B
STRESSED THAT WHAT WAS IMPORTANT WAS THAT THE KNOWLEDGE AND WAY OF
WORKING WHICH THE PEOPLE LEARNT WOULD FREE THEM FROM BEING DEPFNDCNT
ON OTHERS. ~- BERNAMA MORE 191?/LK : ! Lo
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE LEhRNING OF THE HORKING MhTHODS -
IN JAPAN AND HOUTH KOREA WAS PART OF EFFORTS TO PURBUE KNOHLVDGE '
AND THIS WAB NOTIN CONFLICT WITH ISLAM BECAUSE PROPHET MOHAMAD ,
HIMSELF URGED MUBLIMS TO ’’'SEEK KNOWLEDGE EVEN UP TO CHINA.'® o

ME SAID.THAT DOING THIS WAS SIMILAR TO MUSLIMS BUYING WEAPONS
MADE BY OTHERS TO DEFEND THEMSELVES OR USING EGQUIPMENT MADE BY
OTHER COMMUNITIES TO MEET THE NEEDG AND INTERESTS OF MUBLIMS. = . -

' ‘DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR STRESSED THAT THERE. WAS NQ¢ BETTER WAY OF.

- ENSURING THE FUTURE OF MUSLIMS THAN. BY STRENGTHENING DIBQIPLINE
AND DETERMINATION IN-ALL FIELDS+ INCLUDING EDUCATION, . '} \

HE BAID ’'HALAL'' WORK THAT WAS DONE IN A SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINF
~ AND EARNESTNESS AS REQUIRED -BY IBLAM WAS A PIOUS DUTY. .

© " HWE WAS CONFIDENT THAT IF EVERY MUSLIM INDIVMIDUAL SAW: HIB UORK
- AB A PIOUS DUTY, THE MUSLIM WORKERS WOULD BECOME THE ‘MOST
PISCIPLINED AND MOST EFFECTIVE GROUP IN BUILDING UP THE . NATiON
AND PROPAGATING ISLAH. - BERNAMA MORE 2103/LK
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UNFORTUNATELY1 HE 5AID| THERE NERE STILL SOME NUQLIMS HHO CHOSE
LIGHT WORK AND NORK THAT DID NOT Rh@UIRE SKILLS! DETLRMINﬁTION AND'y-~
PISCIPLINE. SR

‘MUCH IMPORTANT WORK WAS BEING HANDED OVER T0 OTHERS BECAUBF IT-
WAS NOT PLEASANT OR DID NOT INTEREST THE MUSLIMS AND MANY OF THEM
WERE NOT WILLING TO WORK WITH OTHERS NHETHER THESE FEQPLE’N&RE OF
THE SAME RELIGION OR NOT. : :

AS A RESULTs MUSLIMS AND THEIR NATIONS BECAﬂE NEAK BEC&USE THEYf

.HLRE NOT INDEPENDENT AND SELF-RELIANT HE SAID. ‘

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO HIT OUT AT CERTAIN MUSLIMS ﬂHO;BLINDLY o
ACCEPTED THE VIEWS OF A GROUP OF WESTERN SOCIALISTS WHO :CLAIMED -
THAT THE CALL TO MUBLIMS TO WORK HARD WOULD TURN THEM INTO ROBOTS.

DATUK SERL DR. MAHATHIR SAID THAT IN FACT SUCH VIEWS WERE

ESPOUSED BY THOSE WHO DID NOT WANT OTHERS TO WORK HARD OR. PROGRESS -
AND' COMPETE WITH THEM. -~ BERNAHA MORE 2103/MK . -
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" THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT MUSLING SHOULD ACCEPT THE FACT THAT
| THEY WERE STILL WEAK: BACKWARD AND LACKED CAPABILITY) DISCIPLINE.
AND . REBOLUTENESS . R
WE SAID THE MUSLIMG MUST MAKE USE ALL THEIR aesouncssﬂ ENERGY -
AND POTENTIAL TO CHANGE THEIR FUTURE. -
""ME SAID 1T WAS UNFORTUNATE TO SEE MUSLIMS IGNORE MATTERS IN
WHICH DISCIPLINEAND RESOLUTENESS WERE REQUIRED BECAUSE 'THESE
CONELICTED WITH THEIR DESIRES.
1T WAS NO USE FOR THEM TO ONLY TALK ABOUT-THE GLORY AND HONOUR
OF ISLAM OR HOW COMPLETE AND IDEAL,THEAREKIGLON. HAS:IF THEY DID NOT
SEE THE TRUTH ABOUT THEMSELVES AS'4 MUSLIN/"HE ADDED. = =
_ISLAM: HE SAID» WAS A DYNAMIC AND NOT PASSIVE RELIGION. --
BERNAMA MORE 2110/MK |
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THE PRIME MINISTER ALSU AGKED MUSLINS TO CORRECT THE NARROU
CONCEPT ABOUT ISLAMIC MISSIONARY WORK. -
 THEY.MUBT CARRY OUT MISEXONARY WORK WITH FULL RFALISATION AND
UNDERSTANDING HE ADDED.
EARLIER: THE CHALRMAN OF THE CENTRAL QURAN READING COM?hTITIOh
COMMITTEE s DATUK- SERL KAMARUDDIN MAJI MOMANAD I1SA. WHO I8)ALS
PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAWIC DAKWAH FOUNDATION: SAID LT HAD. 3$T up AN
ISLAMIC GUIDANCE SERVICE UNIT.
THE SERVICE' WAS AIMED AT ASSISTING THE PEOPLE SQLVE PROBLEna,;
~ REGARDING RELIGION» ~THE COMMUNITY AND YOUTH AND'THE UNIT| COULW
' BE REACHED BY TELEPHONE OR LETTER OR PERSONALLY. - =7 '
~ HE ALSO SAID THE ISLAMIC RESEARCH CENTRE OF THE. RSLIGIOUa e
 DIVIBION IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT HAD DETECTED ABOUT
40 FORMS OF DEVIATIONIST TEACHINGS AND STEPS TO. CHECK THEM WERE . 0
BEING INTENSIFIED. -~ BERNAMA MORE ziizlﬂwr;ww L S T
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T HE ALSO EXPRESSED APPRICIATION T0O THE LATE. TUN SYED NAG IR ISMAIL =
FOR WIS SERVICES IN PROPAGATING ISLAM DURING HIB 14 YEARS OF L
BERVICE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE CENTRAL QURAN READING . COMMITTEE. '
" "PERAK MENTRI BESAR DATUK SERI HAJI WAN MOHAMAD HAJI. WAN TEH SQID B
THE STATE GOVERNMENT WAS IMPLEMENTINﬁ SEVERAL ISLANIC 'PROJECTS IN- -
THE STATE. - S A N

THEY INCLUDED THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NINE ETOREY IBLAHIC COMPLEX
WHICH WAS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED IN 1984.

THE %20 MILLION COMPLEX WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEV&LOPMENT oF
MUSLIMG MOT ONLY IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD BUT ALSO SPIRITUALLY. HE ‘
ADDED. -~ BERNAMA MORE ¢115/MK
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HE ALSOQ CALLED ON THE PEOPLE TO AS”IBT THE GOVERNMENT IN’#TB .
EFFORTS TO CHECK THE EFFECTS OF "THE WORLD ECONOMIC. RECESBION’”‘ o
: TH1S 18 THE SECOND TIME. THE NATIONAL- LEVEL COMPETITION 18 HEL.D '
OUTBIDE THE FEDERAL CAPLTAL.

LAST YEAR| THE COHPETITION HAB HELD IN SEREMB&N.'~~ BERNAHA
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