" KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. — Ratuk Seri Dr
. Mahathir Mohamad today said it 1s time
- bumxf)u coniractors use ‘‘window-

dressing” to

sector.
If non-bumiputra companies have Malay

partners and workers as -whitewash to got

Government 'contracts, she said, there is no

rcason bumiputra firms cannot get non-

bumiputra partners and workers to get into the
private sector. o :

.. This is the Baba-Lee apgroach, he said — an

i, Ali-Baba in reverse. But bumiputiras must do
~-the work. '

“.. “The Prime Minister was speaking at the

. opening of a three-day seminar for bumiputra.

.. ‘contractors organised by the Government-
bumiputra contractor liaison agency,

Pusakabumi, Mara and the National Prod-

;| +uctivity Centre. .
- The “window-dressing” strategy is inevitable
»~in any business, and bumiputra contractors

.. should consider it to gain tenders from the

private sector, which he said, is controlled by
..people unsympathetic to bumiputra needs.

He added that they should also use the psy- |
_.chology of moncy to get business from the .

- sector.
Although the sector is not particularly sym-

get business from the-private

- private sector. UL

He added that they
should not depend on
Government contracts
alone for if they did, they
would forever rcmain
“mere cxtension$ of the
Public Works De-
partment and.an unof-

~ ficial Governmeni -agen-

"

The real megsure. of

- The Prime Ministcr
also warned that if

bumiputra contractors.

get into the habit of 'aban-
doning projects cvery

time they feared it would .

result in financial losses,
they would not be

. awarded any more ien-

~success of .bumiputra’.

contractors would bhe

. when they get work from

the private sector based
. on their skill-and low ten-
ders. -
i.".He ‘urged bumiputra
" dontractors to soldier on

_private scctor. .
. cach time any of their

ing money.

:Eathetic, it nevertheless cares about money and - °

ceping costs down. .
~: . .Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said if bumiputra
.. contractors could offer tenders which were not
~only low in costs but were coupled with ex-
pertise, then they could gain a foot in the door of the

PO

ders. -

‘Runners’ |

“Nobody wants to’

award projects .to con-
tractors with a reputa-

"tion of being ‘runncrs’,”

-y,

despite losses in order to .
attain higher credibility, .
especially  from the:

They should not “run™"

projccts looked like los-

he said.

@3 turn-key projects,’

Datuk Scri Dr Mahathir
said he hoped that one

.day these could be
awarded to bumiputra-

firms. : :

At the moment, for-
cign companics given the
tenders for large projects
have to work with a

Malaysian partner which
has a 30 -per cent

bumiputra interest.

Bumiputras. should

" learn management tech-

niques and other matters

rclated to the running of

major dcvelopment
projcets, he added.
Earlier, Pusakabumi
director Encik Halim Sa-
lam urged the Govern-

. ment Lo consider waiving.

the two-yecar suspension

on contractors who aban- °
don projects because of |
. difficultics. -

He said this is neces-
sary to save the contrac-
tor as well as projects of

socio-cconomic interests. |

Contractors who facc

. problems should be al-

lowed to withdraw from a
contract and not be sus-
pended, especially if they
had other projects to

work on as well, he said.
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