Support Govt’s

austerity
drive——PM
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By BALAN Mg?ss
JITRA, Thurs. — Da-

tuk Seri Dr Mahaf’ﬁi
Mohamad _tada .
ﬂgwm}—)fe%o un- ¢cssion duc to a poor

derstand and support:
the Government’s aus-
terity drive in view of
the depressed econom-
ic conditions  caused

" by the worldwide -re-

- “gession.

“The rakyat will have
to understand the Gov-
crnment's motive in re-
‘ducing expenditure so
that a concerted effort
can be made to strength-
" en our economy,” he said
at a thanksgiving here to-

day to mark the Barisan

Nasional's election vie-
tory. :

Datuk S eri Dr
Mahathir said-the Gov-

ernment, would be atile to.

stabilise 'the economy “if

thc rakyat hclped by fac-

\l;'
ing tl. 8811‘.“1{% 1 2&
calm and ratxonal
manner.

The country, he said, is
facing the cffects of re-

market for certain pri-

‘mary products such as .

tin and rubber.

This,
been compounded by the
fact that the country is-
buying morc from
abroad.

The Prime Mlmster
said the answer to the
cconomic problem lies in
limited expenditure —
both in government and
individual spending.

Savings

“*The raykat have to
guard against over-
spending. We have to cut
down’-on expenditure so
that individual savings
will incerease,” ‘he said....

On developmeni, Da-

he added, has'

tuk Seri; Dr Mahat’hxr
sald the Goue&nment'

would haVe-1g: delay cér- i

tain larg¢ projecis’ pwing

- 1o the austerity drive.;

“HoweVer4His will not

‘affect projectis which

have bccnfudhtractcd by

the Govcrnmcnt he
added. -~ e
Datuk S ] r i Dr

Mahathir said the tem-
porary ‘delay inm im-
plementation did not

mcan such projécts|
would be. dropped or'_

shclved mdcﬂnitcly

He, however,. ,warned ,

would only: hamper ‘e

. that unlimited spendm ‘,

forts to stabihsc the econ-

omy.

He cal!cd on the people
to raisc their ‘income

through their own cfforts |

as they could not depend.
solely on: -government aid
to 1mprOVc their. hving
staridards.’

The Government, l;he

e e T ey -

_added, is planning to’cs- |

' tablish small-scale in- |
dustrics in the rural |
arcas ‘to help raise the |
income of the rural pco- i
ple. 5

“Howcvcr. “the rakyat |
will have to remember |
that they would have:to |
work hard to succed in |
their cfforts. v

"“The Government has i
a specific responsibility i
to the pcople but this
must be complemented
by .grcater cfforts and
motivation among the
rakyat.” .

He added that cvcn
pcople given ‘the neces-
sary capital and licences
to start industries would |
fai! without individual cf-
fort. and ‘dedicated ser-
vice.

“While the Govern-
ment is carrying out its
responsibilitics, the rak-
yat must shoulder their
own responsibilities “in
! building a strong and
umtcd nauon

“...._—_wm .
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