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531 u? 
tillALA LUMPURI JULY 15 BERNAMAS -. A SHIFT IN THE FOREXG 

k 
POLICY 

EMPHAGXB INTRoDUCEQ BY TH ,COVERNMENT A YEAR AGO IS BEGINNING Tc) 
SHOW SOME POGXTIVE RESULTSI PRIME MlNISTER DATUK SEA1 DR. MAHATHf’R 
MOHAMAD SAID HERE TODAY. 

IN AN INTERVIEW ON THE EVE OF HIS FIRST ANNIVERSARY IN 
SER.4 DR..MAHATHIR-SAID MALAYSIA NOW KNEW. +MQHE PEOPLE 
Y AND COULD WORK WSTH THEM.+ 

+I THINK BY AND LARGE9 THE FOREIGN’POLICY THAT WE HAVE MAPBED 
OUT X6 GOOD’ FOR US BECAUSE IT IS A MUCH MORE POSITIVE POLICYI+ HE 
CONCLUDED WHEN ASKE,D FOR HIS ASSESSMENT ON THE PROGRESS OF THE 
‘COUNTRY’S FOREIGN POLICY AFTER ONE YEAR AT THE HELM, 

UNDER THE NEW EMPHASfGr RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WERE 
CoNDU_CTED ACCORDING TO THEIR ORDER OF PRIORfTiES WITH AGEAN COUNTRIES 
BEING ON THE TOP OF THE LIST. 

THIS 16 FOLLOWED BY THE ISLAMIC COUNTRIES, THE NON-ALIGNED 
NATIONS AND THE COMMONWEALTH. 

IN ADDITION, GREATER EMPHA6I.S WAS ALSO BEING MADE ON ESTABLIEHING 
Bl-LATERAL RELATION6 WITH NEWLY INDEPENDENT NATIONS SUCH AS THOSE 
IN THE PACIFICS. - MORE 12221Btk 
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HE SAID8 +WE FIND THAT &I-LATERAL RELATXONS ENABLE US TO KNOW 
*PEOPLE MORE INTIMATELY, KNOW WHAT ARE THEIR PROBLEMS AND WE CAN WORK ’ 

WITH THEM WHER,EAS THE MULTI-LATERAL APPROACH OF THE PAST HAS NOT 
BEEN YLELDING THAT KIND OF. INTIMACY AND UNDERSTANDING.+ 

THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THAT ALTHOUGH IN REALITY MALAYSIA 
61A5 NOW GIVING PRI,O!?XTY ON A MORE NEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER 
CQUNTRLE.5 IN TERM6 OF INVESTMEN,Tr TRADE1 ECONOMIC COOPERATION -AND 
THE LIKE, THE COUNTRY HAD NOT DIGCARDED OTHER ASPECTS OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL RELATLQNS l ‘ 

*WE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THE NEED TO StJBSCRIBE TO CERTAIN IDEALS5 
WC~RLD IDEALS ‘LIKE THE CONCEPT OF NEUTRALITY AND WHAT HAVE YOU; BUT 
AT THE GAME TlMEv WEFIND THAT WE HAVE TO GET DOWN TO EARTH,+ HE 

I ,,AODEP. 
‘. 

HE DENIED AN.ALLECATICiN THAT IN CdNDUCTrNG ITS RELATIONS 1 
: WITH CANADA, AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND9 MALAYSIA TENDED,TO GR0UP THEM 

IN THE 6AME CATEGORY AS BRITAIN WXTH WH.ICH IT HAD NOT BEEN HAV.ING 
GOOD RELATIONS LATELY. . 

*OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GTHER COUNTRXES IS BASED’ON OUR EX:PERIENCE 
WITH THEM9 NOT BASEU ON O,UR EXPFRIENCE WffH BRITAIN*+ HE SAIQ.’ 
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TM‘E bRIMh MINXSTER ALSO HI.7 QUT AT THE. UWXTEti STATES FOR I$E:JN$ ,, 
INSENSXTIVE’TOWARDS MALAYSXA’S CALLS IN RESPECT OF ; ’ 
TIN ‘STOCKPILE RELEASES. ‘ 

*I’VE A FEELING THAT THERE 1S”A GREAT DEAi OF INSENSLTJ,VItY OR’ 
EVEN:ICNORAj’KE ABOUT MALAYSXA XN WASHZNCTON~+ HE SAID. 1 

+I’THINK’FOR SOME AMER’ICAN OFFICIALS, MALAYSIA DOES NOT 
EXIGT AT ALL..+ 

HowEVERI THE PRIME MINISTER THOUGHT .THAT GENERALLY ~NDIvXQUAL 
AMERICANS WERE VERY.SYMPATHETIC TOWARDS MALAYSIA. . 

*X.‘VE MET A NUMBER OF THEM? SOME OF WHOM CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE 
DIRECT ACCESS TO THE POWERS THAT BE. BUT I’M YET TO SEE RESULTS,+ 
HE SAfDt INDICATING THAT SOMETHING WAS BEING DONE TO PURSUADE 
WASHINGTON To SOFTEN ITS POSITION ON THE MATTER; 

ON THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENTr DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHLR’SAPD~MALAYBXA 1 
W6UlD CONTXNUE XTS INVOLVEMENT IN THE MOVEMENT AS THE’GROUP WAS ALSO 
XMPORTANT IN ITS QWN WAY. 

HOWE’JERt. HE COULD NOT SAY ,WHETHER OR NOT : HE WOULD 1PtTTEND’THE 
FORTHCOMING NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN,BAGHDAD IN SEPTEMBER 
A?i.A.DECISXON WAS YET TO BE MADE. - BERNAMA 1233iBW 
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