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BY REJAL ARBEE aAND A. RAHMAN SULAIMAN .

KUALA LUMPUR,y JULY 1;5 BERNAMA? — A SHIFT IN THE FOQREIG POLICY
EMPHAG1S INTRODUCED BY THE-GOVERNMENT A YEAR AGO IS BEGINNIRG TO
° SHOW SOME POBITIVE RESULTSy PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD SALD HERE TODAY. ‘ '
IN AN INTERVIEW ON THE EVE OF H1S FIRST ANNIVERSARY IN

- OFFICE"DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID MALAYSIA NOW KNEW +MORE PEOPLE
MORE IN Y AND COULD WORK WITH THEM.+

: +1 THINK BY AND LARGE, THE FOREIGN POLICY THAYT WE HAVE MAPRED »
. OUT I6 GOOD FOR US BECAUSE IT 1S A MUCH MORE POSITIVE POLICY»+ HE ‘
CONCLUDED WHEN ASKED FOR HIS ASSESSMENT ON THE PROGRESS OF THE
COUNTRY’S FOREIGN POLICY AFTER ONE YEAR AT THE HELM.
UNDER THE NEW EMPHASIBy RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WERE

. CONDUCTED ACCORDING T0O THEIR ORDER OF PRIORITIES WITH ABEAN COUNTRIEc
BEING ON THE TOP OF THE LIST.

THIS 16 FOLLOWED BY THE LSLAMIC COUNTRIES»> THE NON-ALIGNED
| NATIONS AND THE COMMONWEALTH.

IN ADDITION, GREATER EMPHABIS WAS ALSO BEING MADE ON ESTABLIBHING
BI-LATERAL RELATIONS WITH NEWLY lNDEPENDENT NATIONS SUCH AS THOSE
IN THE PACIFICS. ~ MCRE 1222/BW
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HE BAID: +WE FIND THAT BI-LATERAL RELATIONS ENABLE US TO KNOW
-PEOPLE MORE INTIMATELY» KNOW WHAT ARE THEIR PROBLEMS AND WE CAN WORK -
WITH THEM WHEREAS THE MULTI-LATERAL APPROACH OF THE PAST MAS NOT
BEEN YIELDING THAT KIND NF INTIMACY AND UNDERSTANDING.+

THE PRIME MINISTER STRESSED THAT ALTHOUGH IN REALITY NALAYSIA
HAS NOW GIVING PRIGRITY ON A MORE MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER
COUNTRIES IN TERME OF INVESTMENTs TRADE+ ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND ;
THE LIKE» THE COUNTRY HAD NOT FI&CARDED OTHER ASPECTS OF INTERNA- '
TIONAL RELATIONS.

+WE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THE NEED TO BUBSCRIBE TO CERTAIN IDEALS s
WORLD IDEALS LIKE THE CONCEPT OF NEUTRALITY AND WHAT HAVE YOU. BUT
AT THE SAME TIME,» WE. FIND THAT WE HAVE TO GET DOWN TO EARTH;+ HE

. _ADDED.

ME DENIED AN ‘ALLEGATION THAT IN CONDUCTING ITS RELATIONS |
WITH CANADA> AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND» MALAYSIA TENDED TO GROUP THEM
IN THE SAME CATEGORY AS BRITAIN WITH WHICH IT HAD NOT BEEN HAVING
GOOD RELATIONS LATELY. :
" +OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GTHER COUNTRIES IS BASED ON OUR EXPERIENCE
MITH THEM: NOT BASED ON OUR EXPERIENCE WITH BRITAIN:+ HE SAID.
- MORE 1230/BW - | Lo
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‘ THE PRIME MINISBTER ALSO HIT QUT AT THE UNITED STATES FOR SEING
INSENSITIVE TOWARDS MALAYSIA'S CALLS IN RESPECT oF o ,
- TIN SBTOCKPILE RELEASES. :
+1'VE A FEELING THAT THERE IS & GREhT DEAL OF INBENSITIVITY OR
EVEN IGNORANCE ABOUT MALAYSIA IN WASHINGTON.+ HE SAID. :
‘ +1 THINK FOR SOME AHERICAN OFFICIALSo NALAYSIA DOES NOT
EXIBT AT ALL.+

HOWEVERs THE PRIME MINIBTER THOUGKRT THAT GENERALLY INDIVIDUAL
- AMERICANS WERE VERY SYMPATHETIC TOWARDS MALAYSIA. -

+I1'VE MET A NUMBER OF THEM, SOME OF WHOM CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE
DIRECT ACCESS TO THE POWERS THAT BE. BUT I'M YET TO SEE RESULTSy+
HE SAIDs INDICATING THAT SOMETHING WAS BEING DONE TO PURSUADE
WAGHINGTON TO SOFTEN ITS POSITION ON THE MATTER.

ON THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT, DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR"SAID MaLAYSIA
WOULD CONTINUE ITS INVOLVEMENT IN THE MOVEHENT AS THE GROUP WAS ALSO
IMPORTANT IN ITE OWN WAY.

HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT SAY NHETHER OR NOT . HE NOULD ATTEND THE
FORTHCOMINE NON~ALIGNED SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN BAGHDAD IN SEPTEMBER
AS A DECISION WAB YET TO BE MADE. ~ BERNAMA 1233/BH
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