' QUESTION: Datuk, do '
‘you think we could move
on to foreign policy

domestic politics. First
general question, Datuk,
are you salisfied after
one year at the helm that
Malaysia is on the right
path in her foreign policy.
Does this scheme that
you introduced of concen-

still obtain. You know,
-first Asean, then Islamic
nations, and so on. What
is your general fecling
aboul the direction of our
foreign policy?
ANSWER: I think by
.and large the foreign pol-
-“icy that we have followed
is good for us because it is
a. much more ° positive

_ranging a system of
prioritics for Malaysia.
"We are now putting
,ﬁreater emphasis on

ilateral relations.

“.t0 establish contact with

Fiji for example, among

South Pacific countries.
-We find that bilateral re-
; lations, enables us to
‘know people more in-
i timately; know what are
., their problems and how
. we can work with them:
. Multi-lateral relations

! had not been ylelding -

. that kind of intimacy and

. understanding. So I

- think, by and large, we
have formulated a for-

-eign policy that is bring-
ing some resuits.

Q: Won't it be right to
say that foreign policy
under your lecadership

. has changed in the sense
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before we come to .

tric circles of interests .

policy, apart from ar- -

Hence, our definite effort

that there's greater em-
phasis to real re-
lationship, you know to
trade, to investment, to
the real things in re-
lations rather than con-
ceptualised things about
inlerests, spheres of in-
fluence and affinity with
blocs or movement and
50 on?

A: We have not forgot-
ten the need to subscribe
to certain ideals. Like the
concept of neutrality and
all that."And at the same
time we find that we have
to get down to the nitty-
gritty as well. This has -
yielded a littie bit more
positive results. S

Q: What about our re-
lationship with Britain at
this juncture.

A:It's prim and proper

as among sovereig'n na-
_ tions. 5

Q: But there are com-
plaints from some Brit-
ish officials that your de- .

partment does not even

consider British goods
even though they are
good and compelitivef

_A: This is not true be- -~
. Amerlcans are very sym- i
- pathetic. I have met a

cause I look at these ten-
ders myself. We still buy
a long list of British:
goods whose prices are
competitive- and quallty
good..

Q: Some people -say
that you,tend to group say
countries like Australia,,
Canada, New Zealand in
the same category as
Britain, considering
them part of the empire,
Is it truef ‘

A. No, I thlnk it is not

e

phaSIS on
bilateral relations |

' contradiction here? Can

‘change are you gettling |

" lationship. 1 think proba-
- bly our relations with the

contrary to their ex-

“about Malaysia in Wasghs;
'ington I think for some \

true. ‘Qur- relatlonshlp
with -other countries is '

"based on our experience | 3

with them. 1t i3 not based l
on our experience with !
Brlta.ln,

" Q: Datuk, how much |

oul of the US re-

US are the worst
amongst those with so-
called Western countries, |
particularly over tin, the
release of GSA stockpile.
and the unwillingness to
consider the impact of
such releases on our own

- economy and in turn on

perhaps even the na- .
ltional security of our
country. The sector in-
volved may be a pre-
dominanily Chinese sec-
tor and this may give rise |
to problems. Have we]
tried to communicate ef- |

* feclively with the US; tell -

‘them, show them the con- i

sequences of their ac-

tions which are actually |

pressed interest in us.
A: 1 think indlvldua.l

number of them and |
some..of:-them claimed |
that they have direct ac-
ceas to the powers that be |

‘in' Washington, but I have .
"yet to see any results and | i
-1 get this feeling that
“there is a great deal of ;
‘insensitivity, or even a

great deal of lgnorance,

_officials maybe’ Mala sia
d _£sn t exist at all.. hgu

~-._:i

{. Malaysia will not provide

i are not going to-stand in |

"is the feeling that I got I «
2 may be wrong

Q You have aatd tha,t

weapons lo.any Kam-
puchean faction but

;,.statement.s have also |
been made often. on‘v

behalf of Malaysia urging.
‘that. non-communist fac-
tion .should be given the
big stick.” Isw’t lhere a

you please tell us here

what is really our policy?  ywhatever comments they

' wished, and to megotiate

.A: We are not going to
give them arms and we

the way .of other people
who want to give armas.
“That. is their business

Q: Turning to our re- |
lationship with the Phil-
ippines al the moment,

Datuk, they have -been i

pressing for an’ Asean '
- Summit which Malaysia'|
is not keen on. They have 1
not finally dropped their.

_claim to Sabah which .

they said they would do.”
Al.so, occasionally P)ulip-
‘pines contlinues to make

- allegations thqt Maluysta

. lrains Moros."So there is
‘a general siluation of dis-
-cord with the Philippines
in a generalised way

some differences of opin-.

| lons’ with regard to this.
articular island. That is |

eing resolved. in“the
spirit -of Asean broth-
crliness.

had these differ en’cca?

- A Well, as you ‘know
we . published out’'(ma-
ritime) boundaries some-

time ago. We iiivited all.

our neighbours to make

the boundary if they dis-

# puted our claim.

Q: Is there a presence |

of armed personnel on

! the ‘island? Admiral

Sudomo, 1 think, said
there was in.d report car-
rted ye.sterday ]

patrol boat might_have
landed some people there

 just for a while in order to

| look around, after which

though it does not man-
-ifest lt.self in specific’

terms.

A: I think there is no-
discord but it is also true
that there are differences
on certain matters, cer-

tainly on the matter of '
summit. We do not see a .

great and urgent need for

| it because we would like a

summit to achieve some-
thing. But a summit that
is just a meeting or be-
comes a social gathering
.will not, 1 think, achieve
i very much.’ '

Q: Datuk, foreign re-

ports put us as being re-
sponsible for placing our
armed: forces on a so-
called disputed island of
‘Indonesia. Will you as a

Prime Minister and Min- . .

ister of Defence tell us

" whatis the real situation.

"A:I think there are |

Q: How iong ha,vc we |

A: There's’ none, but it
i may be possible that a.
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