
&: Dchk, on the s~+bject public approval ever, 
of lecrdewhip by, cxt~nt- ,flve years, and if they 
pie, the word is lkat~you,~-.... don,?t behave them- 
or the nc.w gooc9mwe?at,” “~eives. 1 have a ptob- 
1141-s .directed all senio, 
polilicicc.ns, jwior poli- 

lem of trying to per- 

ticiaw Cbmt senior civil 
‘suade the public to vote 

sen~rrats cbnd so cm tibut 
.fot people who lead os- 

*.they must adjmt to a 
tentatious lives. : Mind 

f less ostcntatioics lije- 
you, I mysell, am sub- 

I.-style, ttmt. they should 
Ject to a lot of criticism 

i ?lOt indulge in con- 
on this. First, the people 

1 ~~pic8wu.Y I consumption~ 
my well It IS nice for 

$8 lhis tmf3.u 
him to say all these but 

A: Well, on’ the 
,*. he himself is’ buying a 

~“salarics that all these 
new car and he has re- 
cently taken delivery of. 
an aeroplane and he is 
&ilding his own house 
and also a new office, 
Well, I ‘don’t know 
whether I can explain 

’ these’ things or not, but 1 
largely these ate things- 
that were ordered 

L lhey live within their 
before 1 became Prime 

: r+ans there should be 
Minister. At the time, 

: no ostentation. That is 
the finances of the gov. 

* all that we want them 
ctnment were more 

L to do. 
than sound. But .if the 

\ people want, I 8+m pte- 
+“‘” &:“‘Datuk;-“som’e’ O/ I’ pirred to give these 
; thC?n lN4by have private 
i pcr/ectly legitimate 

things up. I don’t care 

:-sources of income, 
about living In grand 
style but 14hought I am 

9 tkbt i/ they are too os-. 
Lfentatious, people 

/OWL to CL moderate tife- 
style is in. line with ttbe 
wikhcs of Islam. .Do you might associate ihe 

government with such 
ertravagance ‘and 
therefore the govern: 
ment becomes more re- 
<v&ote from people? 

A: Well, if’.they are’.’ 
‘.’ all that rich, I think it is. 

better for them to live 
,on their riches, rather 

; than be with the gov- 
errment. If they are’ 
wlth the government, 
they should live within 
the means of their gov- 
ernment Income. If 
they find this to6 
restrictive, they of 
course have to re- 
consider their posI- 

: .tlons: We cannot have 
the situation where we . 

‘.. wlll have to explain 
that so and so is rich by 
inheritance and all 
that. That is not ,in 

: keeplng with our desire _ 
’ io have a .clean, effi- 

cient and trustworthy ’ 
government. 

._ . . -_ 
not propose to u&Is- 

lamic teachings to 
bri,ng about these 
changes; in particular 
U.V the. Mulays are al- 
rqudy fclmiliui- with Is- 
p~.mic injunctionv? 

A: We do use Islam 
‘as a basis for out action 
but the problem. for’ 
some people is that 
they are prone to make 
their own Interprets- 
lion of whal 1s really 
~Islamic. ‘If we do not 
follow~their lnterpreta- 
Lion, they say we are 
.not following the 
teachings 01 ‘Islam. Is- 
lam is a pragmatic re- 
ligion which gives flex- 
ibllity in specific sltu- 
ation. What we practise 
@day is in accordance 
with what presently ex- 
ists In out country and 
is not. In contradiction ._ 
with the teachings of Is- 
lam. The -prophet 
himself did no1 im- 
mediately requite the-:: 
people of Mecca to foli; 
low him upon receivhig 
God’s command. It was 
only when Islam was 
strong and he arrived 
In Medlna that he 
changed h1s method. 
Even. that was done 
when almost everybuy 
had embraced Islam. 
We most bear in mind 
that MalayslL.ls a mul- 
ti-religious country and 
the non-Muslims play a 
very important role.. 
We musl take this into 
consldetatlon in lm- 

~ 

piementng the dictates 
of the rel1gJon. We ate 
not ignoring Islam but, 
the religion itself gives 
us llexibllity. 

Q: So your philosophy 
CUR. be conceptuulised 

.~IS (pwscribioig) a new 
li/estylc /or the elite. 

:r Whether thut is u politi- 
..,~a1 elite or business 

elilq,’ it must not live 

: ., ions.’ As you know, poll- 
ticians’ have to seek 
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