‘Serving govt -

A O

not meant
/f_or the rich’:

Q: D(‘n.luk, on the sub}’eét
of leadership by, exum-

. public approval :eﬂ'el:y

five years, and if they

ple, the word is that-you,”-.. don’t behave them-

or the new government,
has -directed all senior
politicians, junior poli-

, licians and senior civil

servants and so on that
rthey must adjust to a
“less ostentatious life-

v}-mlylc, that they should

' not indulge in con-

eSpicuous | consumplion.
-;I# this true?.

A: Well, on" the

p. salaries thal all these

eople draw [ don’t
hink they can be very
ostentatious. If they are
stentatious, then there

¥ must be. something.

rong with their behav-.

helour. What they have
P)een told to do is to live
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“within their means. If
‘they live within their
means there should be
no ostentation. That is
all that we want them
to do, ° o

T Q" Datuk, some of
them iay have private
perfectly legitimate
“sources of income,

B,

“Nelves, I have a prob-
lem of trying to per-

‘suade theé public to vote '

. -for people who lead os-.

e

‘tentatious lives. ‘Mind

You, I myself, am sub-
Ject to a lot of criticism
on this. First, the people -
say well it is nice for
him to say all these but

- he himself is buying a

new car and he has re-

. cently taken delivery of ..
an acroplane and he is
* building his own house

and also a new office,
Well, I 'don’t know
whether 1 can explain

‘ these things or not, but '

largely these are things-
that were ordered
before I became Prime
Minister. At the time,
the finances of the gov-
ernment were more
than sound. But if the

. people want, I am pre.

pared to give these
things up. I don't care

‘about living in grand
style but I.thought I am
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i cither through rich
y wives or whatever. But
s« there is the rationale

@ that if they are too o0s-,
people

Lientatious,
might associate the
‘government with such
extravagance ‘and
" therefore the govern-
‘ment becomes more re-

. mote from people?

. At Well, if they are
~all that rich, I think it is -
. better for them to live =

;on their riches rather

“than be with the gov- .
-.ernment. If they are’

-~ with the government,
- .they should live within

. the means of their gov-

“ernment income. Hf
~they find this to¢
restrictive, they of

.course have to re- .

- consider their posi-

clions. We cannot have

-the situation where we .

“will' have to explain
.that so and so Is rich by
‘inheritance and all

-«that. That is not in

= keeping with our desire -

“to have a clean, effi-
cient and trustworthy
government.

Q: So your philosophy

-can. be conceptualised

a8 (prescribing) a new

lifestyle . for the elite.
. Whether that is a politi-
.cal elite or business

qlitg, it must not live .

- Maharajahs. It
: sl live decent,

nipdest

vuwbsgtantial change
what maybe is
& sign of dec-
*¢in the past.
~-Af¥-don’t know about
- decadence and other
 things, but:I think the

i: pedplet’generally ex-.

' pe { 0 be modest In
: :guﬁ'.’»'v“: of life and that
is-how'se’should live if
! we ‘valuelipublic opin-
- ions.’As you know, poli-
“ticlans' have to seek

(life). This is*a

AR ON

K NTATIOUS
- e

“being modest with

whatever I do.

- Q: Your plan to con-

form to a moderate life-
slyle is'in line with the
wishes of Islam. Do you
nol propose lo use Is-
tamic teachings to
bring about these
changes, in particular
us the Malays are al-
ready familiar with Is-

Clamic mjunctions?

*. A: We do use Islam -

‘as a baslis for our action

but the problem -for’

.some people is that

they are prone to make
their own interpreta-
tion of what is really

-Islamic. 'If we do not

follow their interpreta-
tion, they say we are

"not following the

teachings of *Islam. Is-

- lam is a pragmatic re-

ligion which gives flex-
ibility in specific situ-

" ation. What we practise

today Is in accordance

“with what presently ex-

ists In our country and
is not.in contradiciion ..
with the teachings of 1s-.
fam. The Prophet
himself did not im-

. mediately require the.:

people of Mecca to fol-:’
low him upon receiving
God'’s command. It was
only - when Islam was
strong and he arrived

“in Medina that he

changed his method.

. Even. that was done

when almost everybédy
had embraced Islam.
We must bear in mind
that Malaysia is a mul-

_ti-religious country and
. the non-Muslims play &

very important role.
We must take this into

. consideration in im-

plementng the dictates
of the religion. We are
not ignering Islam but
the religion itself gives
us flexibility. :
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