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Bar

‘move to ol
help the oor

"II,EUA‘LA LUMPUR,
Fri.
“Centre (LAC) ‘which

— A Legal Aid

will *“not compete"
with' the.Govern-
ment's Legal -Ald<Bu-

reau will be, set” up:by
the:Bar : Council’ next "
_month to'provide free
-.le al aid to the poor.

asically," it will- pro-

" vide full legal aid to any-

one with at least two de-
pendants, with an income

of below $591, and having

disposable income (car,
shares,. etc) of less than

1 $3,500. .
* The centre, which will

start operations herc on
Aug 2, will provide ser-
vices in the follow;ng
areas:

- @ Family Law matiers
. (maintcnance, custody

divorce, juveniles); -

@ Industrial accldcnts,

® Employment; -

® Tecnancy: maucrs
and housing;

@ Detentions under In-
ternal Security Act, Pres-
crvation of .Public Order
Ordinance, 'and Preven-
tion of Crimes Ordinance;

® Consumer problcms.
and .

@ Criminal cases.: .

The LAC will not han-
dle any. commercial and
conveyancing work or
motor accident cases.
«. Bar Council president
“Siva Subramaniam said
today initially, the LAC
will be based only in Kua-
la Lumpur, “but if it

proves functional, cen-
tres will be sct up inother’

Stalcs

Manpower

"“But we will accept

outstation cases,"” he:

said.

He said 68 lawycrs. of e
“whom 22 arc from outsta- ::
tion, have voluntéered -

their services for this px-
lot project. .

Explaming the. ‘need .
. for. 8 'LAC, he 'said the. :
Government. ‘Legal Aid

Burcau suffers from
shortage of manpower
and financc. cven more

80 now in the present cco-

nomic slowdown. X
“Further, the mecans

ouncﬂ’

LAl

lcst of the Govcrnmcnt

stringent. and only the

.-Legal Aid Burcau is,very -

very poor can quahfy for

-frec legal aid.
‘“The Bar Council’s

LAC will provide free le- .

gal aid to thosc who can-
not qualify for free legal

aid from the Govern-»

ment, " he said.

"The mcans test. used -
by the Legal Aid Bureau,

he .said, are “outdated”.:

‘and hence “unrcalistic”.

“It does not. make any al-
lowance for the fact that al-
though thore has been a gen-
cral increase in wage:levels,

there has been a correspond- -

ing or even grealer increase
inthe cost of living. % -

Jevel of a vast majority of the
populntion has dropped.” he
said.”

LR T

) -He said a legal aid_ .sub- *
“ committee of the Bar Council -
“ will oversee the: lmplcmcnta-"

tton of the project B2
‘Besides ivolunteoatlaw-

.*Hencee ‘the rcal ‘ihcome

yers from the Malaysian |

Bar, law students of the Uni-

versity of Malaya Law Fac- .

ulty and Mara College wiil be
scconded to assist 'In .the

" management ‘and adminis-
. tration of the LAC.
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