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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. |
— Malaysia told Vietnam
today that its invasion of
Kampuchea seis a “very’
_dangerous precedent” for
_other big countries to
~march’into neighbouring
““territory simply because
they do not like the gov-
. ernment in power.
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
MoHama vis t=
‘namese Foreign Minister.
Nguyen Co Thach that what-
ever Hanoi's problems in Kam-
puchea, the solution was not to.
move into that country and set
ug a government of Vietnam's
choice.

Such action will cause
“*“ginall countries to feel threat-:
ened hecause any 0ig

neighbour can come in if it
feels threatened or does not.
like the government,” sdid the.

Prime Minister. )
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
drove home this point to Mr
Thach during a 45-minute dis-
cussion on the Kampuchea. is-
sue when the Vietnamese lead-:
er called on him this a,fternoon.‘
|

Also present were Foreign
Minister Tan Sri Ghazali
. Shafie, Foreign Ministry Sec-

~ria Ali and senior officials.
Vietnam invaded Kam-
uchea in January 1979 and
nstalled the Heng Samrin gov-
. ernment in Phnom Penh oust-
.ing the Democratic Kam-
§uchem government led by the |
- Khmer Rouge. §
© It is estimated that about|
180,000 Vietnamese occupation |

.

- troops are still in Kampuchea. "

Jpeople’s choice.

‘ese forces were in Kamé
‘puchea, reltérated tha

“threaten the security of

Tan. Sri Zakaria,
briefing ‘reporters af-
ter-the talks, said Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
told Mr Thach that the
Heng Samrin adminis-
tration “put there by
Vietnam” c¢annot have
the ‘legitimacy of a/
government of the

- In the face of such ob-
servation from Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir, Mr,

" Thach ‘who had earlier;

explaineds why Vietnam?q.t

the exercise was a “right
of self-defence ‘as Kam-!
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Vietnam.” -/ ‘
~ "'To'this Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir had once again
replied: “You don't go!
into a nelghbouring terri-!
tory just as you don't!

| want others to go into"

your territory.” B
He said what Malaysia :
and other Asean coun- s
tries were trying to do‘
was to find a political |
solution to the protracted !
conflict whereby through
a process of self-de-:
termination, Kampuchea |
would have a govern- |
ment with the legitimacy f
of the people's choice. ‘
§
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Approach. |
Malaysia's overall ap-,
proach to the Kam:;

puchean problem ~anqﬂj
South-East Asia is ta

]

} and Malaysia as well as

Said Tan Sri Zaka-:
ria:*While we have not/
yet seen the light at the
end of the tunnel, the
Prime Minister wel-:
comes the visit of Mr;
Thach. '

“He (Datuk Seri Dr|
Mahathir) expressed the
hope that such dis-
cussions will result in
better understanding of
the problem which could
lead to a solution.” .

- He algo-welcomed the
continuation of the dia-
logue between Vietnam

with other Asean coun-
tries.

The Prime Minister
feels that the overall ob--
jectives of the two sides
are similar — both want'
peace and stability in thei‘

region.

The question now is to
find the approach.
Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir has accepted -
his Vietnamese coun- -
terpart Pham Van
Dong’g invitation to visit .
anoi.

This morning, Tan Sri

Chinese States, then they
reserve the right of self-
defence.” :

Tan Sri Zakaria said '
the Vietnamese leader
ekxpressed the hope that
Hanoi would not have to
resort to such right.

“It is not subversion" :
that Vietnam would re-
sort to. : :
“Tan Sri Ghazali ex-
plained to Mr Thach
Malaysia’s perception on
how the:Kampuchean
problem -could be re- .
solved. L

_Tan Sri Zakaria de-
scribed the atmosphere
during the talks today as
“friendly and serious.”

There will be another
round of discussion be-
tween Mr Thach and Tan
Sri Ghazali tomorrow.
Mr Thach who is here on
a three-day visit is exten-
ding his stay by another
day.

Ghazali and Mr Thach .

held their first round of '

talks - which lasted one
hour forty minutes.- :
There was no new ele-
ment in the talks, each
side giving its per--
ceptions and principles .
on the Kampuchean is- *
sue. :
~Tan Sri Zakaria told !
reporters that Tan Sri |

5 Ghazali had asked Mr

retary-General Tan Sri Zaka-| ensure the exclusion of imhach to clarify the |

' big-power rivalry, domi-% mych-publicised report

nation and interferepce |
in the region. - P
It is for this reason

¥

{ of the Vietnamese “veiled |

threat” against Asean

‘made by the Vietnamese

that Malaysia - initlated ' jeader in his visit to Sin-

! concept.

the concept of a Zone o
Peace, Freedoma~and
Neutrality (Zopfan).
In fact, Malaysia’s ap-
proach towards a solu-:
tion to the Kampuchean
problem is based on this

+ gapore last weekend. -

. tivities »ag‘ainst the Indo-

“Mr Thach sald he did
not talk of subversion. He
was stating the Vietnam-
ese position that if the
Asean countries continue.
to carry out hostile ac-
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