ohamad today officially

W rew the long-stand-

‘ing Barisan Nasional in:’

vitation to Pas to Join the}

coalition. ‘

And instead he mv1ted:j
‘Pas members to. join:

" Umno since Pas, b,s a par-
‘ty-'was not willing to join
i Barisan Nasional.

The Prime Ministef last,

. asked Pas to come back o the a
- fold in March during|his visit to

-.Besut, a Trengganu district

“beset’ by disunity between Pas:

and Umno supporters.

. 'Opening - the' Kota ‘Baru Umno S

dlvision delegates meeting this af-

3
" of -the party's d isxv
 the Government could'not channel
i"all its attention towards national
: development and resilience.
He said it was because the Gov-:

» Pas. the

- dissolved.

ternoon, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
hit out at Pas, sa, ing that because . -
activities, :

mu(,h of ‘his speech on'|
rime Minister said. it}
;i might be better if: ‘the party was

Devotin

“Iinvited Pas to join the Bamsan
but the invitation has been re-
jected: g
“Now there is no need for Pas to L
oin the Barisan. Instead, we invite
as members to join Umno."

And. Datuk” Seri Dr Mahathir :
added that the Barisan Nasional,
after developing. a trust for the"
former Pas supporters, could even .
choose them as. “Wakxl Rakyats !

The Prnme Minister also urged
: all "Umno members not to treat Pas '

fporters harshly ‘as they were

peo le. who had lost their-way. J

d ‘it was his hope-that"

every Umno member would work !
towards: pulling these people backl

;- along tlge true path."

ernment had to divert its resources |

to 'the Pas problem that “'we
_ haven’t reached our objectives.”
Later Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

|

. said he was “very concerned” with !

evelopments in Trengganu.

"Asked if the Federal Govern- be

ment was planning to take any:-

Xf-)d
action, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

said he was not
ment but added
the situation.”

prepared to com-..
‘we are studying

- “As Muslims, it should be our
aimto enlighten those who arelost.;
_*There i8 no need to, get angry
w th them,! he added.

atuk Seri Dr Ma.hat.hi pointed
-out that ‘the Malays before: Inde-l
ndence :were united as ex:
. erp lified initheir fight against the. |
alayan Union, but now'that they |

i:f!;'egretful ‘that groups exlst to
‘break ‘themaup, . - .

X L
-

determinetheir own future it eg

\

He aid- Pas ‘was morely using
Aslam as a tool to'gain'p
up a govex:nment
. -*Neveriin our hlStOI‘ - have
llafarl(ii of” Mushr?is tln'andmg othe

uslims * as - infidels or pr
" with two imams. - p aying
“But this disarray onIy oceurs

. wlth the existence of Pas™

 He-said the, disunity amon Mus-
lims in ' West" Asia that' hadgled ‘to-
thexr inabillty to defend them-'

i selves against only three lion :
“If there are’ problems We ‘can |*.J Y ‘million

~solve them as Muslims.”’

ews;éwas due to- the- ‘presence’ of »

‘hey’ cause dxsumty until 1t is "
not possible : for the Muslims.to -
strengthen their position and their *:
power in the face of adversity, ST

LA -...~......‘____,_. iy i

r to et

#those we meet m .
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