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KUALA LUMPURy AUG. 11’?BERNAHA>-~ CERTAIN TRADITIONAL GOVERNMENT
PRACTICES WILL BE REVIEWED AND MODIFIED TO ENHANCE THE ROLE OF THE
PRIVATE SECTORs PATUK BERL DR.MAHATHIR[ANNOUNCED TONIGHT.

“THE PRIME MINISTER BAID THIS WAS IN LINE WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S
INTENTION TG STIMULATE PRIVATE SECTOR ACTIVITIES PARTICULARLY IN THE - |
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TO COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE GOVERNWENT' s
 ASUTERITY DRIVE, -

REDUCED GOVERNMENT SPENDING WILL HAVE 4 DAMPENING EFFECT ON
THE 'ECONOMY: BUT THE NET RESULT SHOULD BE TO. REDUCE THE SLOW-. |
DOMN OF THE ECONOMY AS A WHOLE+ HE ADDED AT A NATIONAL CHAMBER OF  °
" COMMERCE D INNER HERE. N 4

HE GTRESSED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS KEEN TO MAKE MALAYSIA A
CGREAT INDUSTRIAL AND TRADING NATION AND THERE WAS NO WAY To DO THIS
WITHOUT THE COOPERATION OF THE PRIVATE GECTOR. -
+BUT WE CAN SAY WLITH EQUAL VALIDITY THAT WE CANMOT ACHIEVE

DUR OBJECTIVE NITH A TIMID AND GOVERNMENT DEPENDFNT PRIVATE SECTOR.+
-~ WORE 2119/4H '

M1%8 L
:HAHATHIR -~ COMMERCE 2 hUALA LUMPUR

DATUK GERI DR.MAHATHIR SAILD THAY AS THE GOVERNHFNT WAG &&ﬂMINING
"THE NEED TO DISCARD CERTAIN AGE-OLD PRACTICES, THE PRIVATE BECTOR
SHOULD ALSO TAKE ADVANTAGE oOF . THE INACTIVITY Tu EAAHINE THEIR ROLE
AND PRACTICES IN THE PAST.
THERC 18§ LITTLE DOUBT THAT A LUT CoULD BE DON& TG REWDER THE
LOCAL COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES MORE EFFICIENT AND COMPFTLTIV%
CENOUGHT TO WEATHER THE ADVERSE CONDITIONG., - .
~THIS 'INCLUDED. AREAS THAT WERE TRADITIONALLV LEFT +TO ODUR
- NEIGHBOURG s+ FOR -EXAMPLE HRRKETING QF MALhYSIAN PRUDU*TS AND  THE
CG0-CALLED INVI%I&LF&. N
. ANOTHER AREA 16 THE lDENTIFICATION AND STUDY OF NEW MARKETE
AL THLRF 16 A HOST GF HEW BUSINESSES° THAT MALAYBIAN WERE NOT
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+THEY HAVE ONLY JUST DISCOVERED FAST FOOD AND FRANCHISING....
BUT IF THEY CARE TO EXAMINE CLOSELY THE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES
It DEVELOPED COUNTRIES THEY ARE BOUND TO DISCOVER MANY MORE NEW
. BUSINESSES.+

" THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS KEEN TO

. ENCOURAGE NEW BUSINESSES S0 LONG AB MALAYSIANS WERE - HONEST awo -
" GPERATE WITHIN THE LAW. -~ HMORE 2124/8H SRR
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DATUK SERI OR, MAHATHIR REGRETTED THAT MALAYSIAR BUSTNESSHMEN
WERE A TIMID LOT NOT VENMTURING INTO ANVTHING UNLES“ THFY WERE PRUT£C~
TED. T -
$THIS MAKES THEM STAY AT HOME FOR ONiLY THELR GWN hDVERMMENT
CWILL AFFORD THEM PROTECTION. ABROAD THEY CAN EXPECT NONE AND _

CONSEQUENTLY THEY WILL NOT YENTURE FORTH Y0 FACE OPEN COMPETITION.+
THIS ATTITUDE. ACCORDING TO THE PRIME MINISTER: RESULT IN
LOCAL BUSINESSMAN PRODUCING! ON A SMALL SCALE FOR THE LOCAL MARKET
AND EXPORTING ONLY THE SURPLUS. ‘ ' .
ON THE OTHER HAND, THE NEWLY-INDUSTRIALISED LQUMT IES LIKE
KOREA AMD TAIWANs DESIGN THEIR PLANTS ON A SCALE THAT LOWER
THEIR UNIT COET AND ARE capae‘z OF SELLIMNMGE AT LOW PRICES ABROAD

REGULTING IN THELR HOME MARKET FREGUENTLY NOT BEING SERVED AT ' —

ALl . . :
HE STRESSED THAT, iT WAS TIM{ MALAYS I ANS BECOME MORE ADVEN~.
TUROUSE- aND TEAM-~UP AND GO INTO{LARGE~SCALE PRODUCTION IW GRUER.
TG BE COMPEITITVE IN THE NORLD'\NARKET ‘
UNTIL THEY LEARN TO DO THIS{ THEY ARE NEVER GOING TO GET"QUT
aF THE‘LHEﬁﬂTMﬁUBSTITUTE'INﬂUS]RYES- w= MORE 2149/4H
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+IF THE PIONEERS OF THE RUBBER INDUSTRY HAD BEEN TIMID
MALAYSLANSs WE WOULD NOT BE SELLING A KILO .OF RUBBER QUYSIDE
HALAYSIA....THANK GOD THEY WEREN‘Ts+ HE SAlID.

+1 AM NOT USUALLY THANKFUL TO THE BRITISH BUT THIS 1S oNE °
INGTANCE WHEN I THINK THEY DESERVED TO BE THANKE&;+ HE ADﬂEﬁ-
IN A LIGHTER VEIN.

DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR SAID THE FACT THAT MALAYSIA bONTINUFD
. TO RECEIVE AN APPRECIABLE NUMBER OF MEW INVESTMENT PROPOSALS:
AVERAGING 40 PER MONTH, WAS A CLEAR INDICATION THAT THFRF WAS
CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE 0OF THIS COUNTRY.

THE DEPRESSION CANNOT LAST FOREVER AND INVESTMENTS TIMED To
COME ON STREAM WHEN RECOVERY TAKES PLACE IS GOOD STRATEGRY
AL VTHOUGH RECOVERY MAY NOT COME A5 EXPECTYED., : :

HE BELIEVED THAT A RAW PRODUCER LIKE MALAYSIA WOULD NOT BE
A% DEVELOPED AS IT WAS TODAY IF RIGKS WERE ASSIDUOUSBLY AVOIDED,

THE PRIME MINISTER HOPED THAT EMPHASIS BE GIVEN TC MALAYSIAN

GOONS FOR LOCA MARKETS AND CERTAXNLY FOR EXPORT. —~- MORE 2210/AR
Nibdbd :
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IN THIS RESPECT HE EMPHASISED THE NEED FOR THE PRIVATE GECTOR
T0 HAVE THEIR OWM SET~UP NHERE EXTRAﬁRDINARY GOODS- AND CONSISTENT
GUALITY BE REWARDED.
DATUK SERI DR.MAHATHIR NOTED THAT THERE WERE AMONG MALAYSIANS
A FEELING THAT THE GREATEST PROFIT WAS OBTAXNED BY REDUCING COST
TO THE MINIMUM ESPECIALLY IN PRODUCING PECULIARLV MALAYSIAN PRODUCTS
FOR MALAYSIANS.
HHILE SUCH PRODUCTS MAY SELL TO A CERTAIN GROUP OF - CONSUMERS +
IT IS5 NOT GOING TO BE SUILTABLE FOR OTHERS AND CERTAINLY. IT WILL
NOT BE SUITABLE FOR SaLE IN FOREIGN MARKETS. s
THE PRIME MINISTER ALS0O TQUCHED ON A FEW, INSTANCE WHERE
FOREIGN TRADERS WERE CHEATED BY UNSCRUPULOUV LOCAL BUSINESSMEN. .
AND HE SUGGESTED THAT EXPURTERS FQRHtD AQJOCIATION NHICH LERTIFY
“BONA FIDE TRADERS.
Y THIS MILL REASSURE FOREILGN IMPORTERG AND REDUCE THE CHANCEQ
nF THE UNSCRUPULOUS FROM CHEATING PEOPLE WHO HhVE ONLY JUST BEGUN
o G0 BUSINESS WERE. -*BERNAMA 2213/ AH
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