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Wed. — Dat
Mahathir Mohama.d
today cised

Ma,layslan busi-
nessmen for their
timxdity and unwill-
_ -ingness to.f ‘venture
~Ainto anythipg unless
‘*ihey ‘are: protected"
-V He gald this made the
sinessmen “‘stay at
3\ ne” for only their own
rnment would af- .
tord them protection.
| # “Abroad, they can ex-
pect none and conse-
i queqtly they will not ven-
i;turerforth to face open
‘agmpetition,” said the
. Ppime Minister at the
i/ Malaygian National
“Chamber of Commercéd
" and Industry dinner.
What was needed, he
said, was for Malaysians
to be more adventurous.
Malaysian' businessmen
should team up and go
“into large-scale prod-
uction so that they could

v

\ be more competitive in_

“Until they learn todo
this, they are never ever
going to get out of the

import-substitute in-.;

dustries,” he said.

He said at present, “we

produce on a small scale
_for the local market and
,export only the surplus”.
On the other hang,
newly- lndustrialised
countries like South Ko-

"rea and Taiwan designed’

" their plants on a' scale
that lower thelr unit cost

and were capable of sell-
.ing at low prices abroad,

he added. .
He said if the pioneers

of the rubber industry .

had been timid
Malaysians, the country

would not be selling even-

a kilo of rubber overseas.
“Thank God they
weren't. I am not usually

- 'so-called lnvlslble
-said. . .
He said the re;luced

e

. same. period last ye

tiona.lly had been ett to, -

our neighbours, for - ex-
ample marketing ahd the
," he

government spending -
would have a certain.
dampening' effect on. the "

-economy. Mida reported . -
that in the first six.
months of this year,there, -

were 228 -proposals as
compared to 310 for the -

: However, he noted that

it was heartening that in-

vestments were still:
coming C

He 'said’ the fa.ct ‘that

Malaysia continued fo re-
. oceive new 1nvestrpent~
-proposals’ —. about

40 a

;month — was a cleak in-

dication that there \was

" confidence in the tup;ure

thankful to the British, =

but this is. one instance

when I think they de-
.more quality-consciops

serve to be thanked,”
“A lot too can be done
in the arcas that' tradi-

of the country. .
He urged, Malayala.n

manufactux;ers to be . ‘

‘He said there had guso';
been a’ few instances’

where foreign traders -
had ‘been cheated by the |
unscrupulous in this
.country. . -

- “Often,. it . is ditficult
for any legal action to be. '
“taken because ‘these peo-
ple are qulte smart.

“The Government can’

et

i

KUALA LUMPUR,:

oversee and even take ac-

tion byt that can only be:
done after the damage is |
done. The better way iato.

“:prevent such*occur- !

rences." he sald.

"Datuk-. Ser i Dr
Maha.thxr suggested that

'(
i
b

exporters form- associa-

tions which would certity
'bona ﬁde ‘traders in a
move to reassure foreign’
importers and reduce the

vcha.noes of the un-
* cheat- -,

‘serupulous .- .
. ing peaple who have only
. just begun to ‘do business
with Malaysig. -

i aging to the nation’ 5,
"egonomy than a bad rep-’
uta.tion." he said.

L -

"“Nothing is more dam- :
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