vious immediate ‘
- from’.doing what is bad. i
-7 . Take. illegal gratification :

* or corruption, for example.
-+ Accepting it results in im- ;.
~ mediate.- gain. - Better<still i -
ratification. is' not

: PrTme Ml»ms gooﬁ and dshmﬁé
‘ r»Mghthi.[ffn' .
‘Mohamad explains.
~in this interview -
- that appeare
" in_Buletin’Intan - -

ONE OF the most difficult
things to do is to explain
 one should do what is

At first it .would - seem
... obvious that it is good to do
" what is good. But what is
> the goodness that comes of
- doing good. :
It is not so easy to
this goodness in terms that
g8ive it meaning to the indi--
vidual or even to the com--:

.~ The gain iy therefore::,
‘permanent and nothjng badl. ;-
will probably result from it.. , . -
-5+ .On the other hand, if ay’

+.. person . refuses .to-;accept |

-illegal gratification, the !
chances are another person.
" . will accept. The first person
ut the communi
~will still not gain. ;
Once corruption becom- -
ionalised, not -.

. - And the clarification be- "
- comes even more difficult
when some sort of sacrifice -
- of initial discomfort.or dif-
© ficulties. must

to be the reward.,
As against _this_ the.ob-.

'L ! - , ;.\‘L.W«_.
accepting a bribe results in.

4 distinct loss to che person
concerned.+ At this stage

“illegal gratification becom-- -

cs almost a part of normal

income. The bribery will be |

quite open.-

At this stage téo br'ibcry‘.'f

is no- longer for- doinﬁ a

favour. It is for avoiding

disfavour. In other words; -
the ‘bribe is

to prevent deliberate ob-=

structions and difficulties. |-

*+ The officer who accepts:. i’

+the bribe is really not losing |

anything. Indeed he gains. doing “anything good for -
'zog:iety by not accepting the

Or, in a very immoral way
i is good for him.
An

avoiGing v

...,é"\?P¢F3°“ Js truly- ;200

‘concerned onlz
selfish needs, whether good,

" or bad, there is really no- |

. thing  had :

a hlaa e L
taing bad to him U .he

{".decepts the, bribe. L
- It is only. if he is caught ~
~.and punished that the bad-- .

Aess of bribery .becomes . ..
: - tangible "to” him. :
. Clearly -in. a‘:situation -
~where the chances of bein

caught are minimal or nil, it

- is ““good” for an individual |- -

to accept bribe. Morally it :
is wrong of course. e
But morality is not such a -

strong deterrent. ‘In any -

iven n order - €as€ moral scruples canbe . .
ven - ‘overcome by reminding ; -

oneself -that - other people

will take the bribe if you

don't. g :
So you are not really

ribe. But you are certainly -

with " his™t”



6 The ethics of a society isnot
...confined to corruption alone. A:
~_whole set of values constitute ethics :

o

ssult dn lacl’nnuﬂ%r ina-
ticn ‘be ween: diffe ';t

‘moves. .

em i

and generally the ‘why’ of the good :.
- ethics of society is obvious and need;

. dination. is to reduce the*

- no explanation. 93tk 22 AUG 1982

A

.doing yourself a “byd™ the cost it the delay, the i units, = ="

: ) ' ! uncertainty and-the con-:
-stant “humiliation that- he
bad,” will be subjected to. '
- then it must be proven bad’
person acoepting the :.-can afford more than him |
for the one giving - ‘will always get preference ..
' . .., and precedence over him. .

.. Unfortunately- t
- - badnes of bribery to the” never be efficient as every-
' particular is " one is busy collecting his'
- . only-felt when bribery has- bribes and creating situa-.
. pa - tions in order to get offers.
-+ . The recipient than finds-."and better offers of bribes. :
*. that he too must give bribes- .. | _sor _
) get -anything ;- along the line is missed or.
-j dong. Indeed it is possible-  feel '
'+ thdt what he has to give will: ly compensated,
not.only cancel out what he., in deliberate delays. - -
R had received but. .
* ; will probably exceed that. great, as every transaction,
The net resultl ‘.;:fha oo’;; ot
rupt system would then be not t _
ncgative for him. He has: visions for bribes.
' made no positive gain, . :
~# This is of :course the-
direct impact on. the cor-’
- rupt person. But the de-
terioration of society would
-have a very palpable
direct impact on him.
e A society that is corrupt
"% icannot function with any
. Vdegree: of certainty, and
.| certainly not efficiently.
©  No one, including the
corrupt, can know the price .
he has to pay for anything,
from the services “pros
the administra-
pse provided by. -

"R

!
..i.
AR

As an example, to obtain

e

And of course those who

The corrupt society can ;

Iavariably somecone

t he is not adequate--
resulting

The cost to society it also

whether Governmental or:

As. bribery. becomes:
- more and more institu-
tionalised the provision for
bribes- ‘becomes greater;,

* 300 per cent or 400 per cent
_ 'n'lorgc would have to.be paid

for everything:

“The recipient of bribes.
will live in this society »and

.the inefficiency and the cost: .

of the corruption. R
-+ ‘He will in fact get. less.
Athan if "the -socicty is-not

rrupt. - ORI
Certainly his life ‘would

4 be more miscrable .and..
hole series of _ﬁ.fnuuaunglzl'=Hé would. live’
“will ‘have to be

/- bribed with no certainty
- that *the. passport - will be |

without- human dignity,
. having to scrape and bow to’
every. minor - official - he

! meaningless.. .

- ter. In the conduct of war, ... The. degrée of
failure to be punctual will |thése :elements in : the

i

will have to make pro-|

.éffective.

AT

rissible. - But that

es [is

ing becom

punctality can causc disas-{| humility. %

“ melange is difficult to-quan-
t . lify but in a socicty with

IR - ., good ethical valuesthe pco-
result of such incoor- -i pl¢ should somehow know

that of the c.,q‘mponcnt‘;.,’ Good qunlities

) almust universally known.

Of course one ‘can say 'iBUl few in any society pmc-,'éj
that.when-fnecuurg one -itice  tht universal~good-
‘can .be punctual. But a :qya_hty. ST
5, A socicty'can talk about]
* justice and even. definc it
“agif the:
‘socrely rejects its own Ligh,

habit that is so entrenched
is not so easily overcome.
- To be. punctual
means to preparc ahead.
How much time is required
to prepare ahead can only
be learnt by a constant
habit of punctuality. Thus '
to be at the office desk at
8.00a.m. means really get-
ting up at 630a.m. If
through lack of experience
one gets up late on a day ' others.
when one wants to be punc- ;| Thus, a person may con-
tual, it will be impossible to
keep' the time despite a Yaccept a bribe. because “if
sincere intention to.do so. 'he does not, someone else
A society that’wishes to | will.” A society may con-
be efficient must develop a ; sider it unfair to be discri-
high value for‘punctuahtrt
Such a society will be reli- discriminating
abW..s - against others.
. "InNéade such a‘sagiety :
cap be expected to deliyer. . and every

¥ yet justice can
 that society. ::
£ It is. almos

cihcs.

-sets of values, one for

. pot  min

society has two.

on'time), a'factor that prom®: - different sets of standards.
- These standards are invari<-
and. obviously contra-

otes business. e

In-the Government the ' ably
bencfitd of punctuality is : dictory, - °.-
obvious.” Time is fiever -

rassment or‘remorse as the
two distinct standards are

Eee

just moncy but everything
in Government. .

‘The people will fecl the applied, N
benefits of a Government A8 €veryone.”practices
as dealings can be expected these two standards, .only
to be attended to. Govern- the bad gualitics of these
- becies, extremely.:

I TICRRT SR
; ~ standards showsup.,
Breakdowns are less [i?e’-" -

A

BT ST S

: - :.pride ‘must’ be tempered |,
In some instances lack of . - with . modesty. ‘and:" even |
y. and: even |

:what is the right degrec and
! strength of the whole to..:the right mixture.

- .
are-|.

But what actually hgp-;
‘pens is that individuals®as .
iwell as society have two . AL

. society.y
themselves *and " one for '
|zand do
i ! {.In the case of a socicty
. demn corruption but would -

minated against but would |

“Clearly ew':l"y/ individual -

‘But. there” is ‘not the"
wasted and time 1neans not  Slightest feeling: of embar-*

* Thus whilozodg«expects
- ly to occur. The frustrations ~ Others to work'harttand b,
* of the people and of*iey | honest, one does notiyork!
-commercial world will be - hard and is not honestfour-
. reduced, which in' turn 88l e mmm o
stimulates the cconomy, re-:  The others also expectt . oo omiog -+

Sresuh s o

cdous purvevis of

The ctiect of this alone is :
visible. Ther¢ is prospenty
and evidence -of yencral

cach of}‘ well-being, B

The perfect so'cié‘ty "pi:ac-

 ticing the perfectsystem of
. ethics just does not exist.

‘Even the Muslims who

haye been given the system . :

of ethics are unable to cre-
ale a perfect society. -

Far too many of their
good cthics are ignored-or
interprétations are made in
order’ to -confuse good.

ethics ‘with - narrow sclf- - |

interests of groups wishing

* to gain control of the Mus-
E lim society.

Malaysians can strive for

“'the rl:erfect society but a |

small beginning is far better
than all thc pious talks of
attaining perfection. Relir
gious and spiritual valucs
should permeate the whole

Reversal of ethics can |
ocgur fairly often.

dedicated' to honest .hard
work, there will be those,

‘who will argue that people

will become unthinking
robots. .
These people will talk
about class differences and
oppression of the workers
by the capitalisis and the
Government., :
They would urge -vish-
olding work as a mcans ot
bargaining for a better life.
* That the result of rhig
action®is to make peopls,
espeeially workers, vistbly
less Well-off is ipnoved.

By meking it appe oo i
CHE Cait 20t sumctitiog o

nothing, sond work ciiiies 1
cean be subverted aud a
- teversal w the work ethics
“aceomplished, ;

1.

S And gf woure the el
SRy vipa o

heover 1t uy

g




o

- At best the issue will be
" much. delayed. The total

amount paid will be many
. times more than the official |.
.- fee. But TVO:: t:n}:m the .~
© money invo 18 the trou- - 29 s “ |

blc that must be gone .,Pad” becausc it is “bad”,

: : ~for everyone including:
=+ through in order to get the" et u ™ !
| ‘passport. .. .- - _. those -who “benefit” from,

+be paid by the corrupt in a..
.corrupt society is higher:
than the gains that he can’
make.

 Not only must the"‘om‘ : w’?’h?gmt,gi; £ foty is'
i Ne - cthics of a society is
- «ial” be bribed but the ap- * of course not conﬁnedy to'

plicant will have to be un-"* corruption alone. A whole]
_ i pommonly- nicc -and even set of values constitute:
-+ lobsequious to them. - ethics and generally the:
+ "~ Even the office boy will . “why” of the good ethics of:
: have tc:ndhave his . palm

) get only his por- .. accepted -and even consi-
tion of the bribe, he will dered good or at lcast toler-
.have to pay out numerous . able, when in fact it is bad.
portions to numerous “offi- . Punctuality is one .of
cials” in order to have his' .them. Many communities +

i needs attended to. }da_not regard punctuality::

. '

heA:\‘lil tmum::m " as being sufficiently impor-
can be very great. - tant. T ;

Considering the number~ 10 some communities the .
of services that' 4 citizen @rvival on time by guests is -

needs from the Govern-: Tegarded as bad:taste be-:
- ment ‘it. is impossible for - causec it reflects a certain .
i anyone 0 be free -from . -degree of over-anxiety or |

-+ From the time a child js” Whatever it is that
‘born, when his birth certici- . dnvited to. - .
cate has to be taken out (a ~ But lack of punctuality
. most important document . Creates undue problems. .
. for all transactions through. . There will be anxiety for a -

one is’

- out life), to the time when ' period at least on th¥ part
the death. certificate is | ‘of those waiting,. . .
" taken out, an individual in ;. The delay throws the.

_socicty mi __ programme out of step and "
i abr‘i:t?c“:.lp.t ‘socwty st pay; s grea}es all kinds of incon- "
1" .The cost  to. the ‘indi-"| veniences. R
v ! vidua he i« an.i  Work cannot be done as :
L :;}?;:’,' 0‘:':::;:: e;dl'l,%e“coi:ﬁ - the time may be foreshor-
l" siderable. But worse than = tened. Everyone is affected

[T

~Cléarly then thé price 1o .

Corruption is regarded as . does not mean merely turn-"'

society is obvious and need -

oo his favour beg- - not explanation. ce )
| . ge(‘l’v{:):;e“ the corru t... Sometimes jt - happens
8 . officor wil Pt - that a certain practice is.

:, adversely in one way or

sulting in more reyenues.
for - the  Government - and
possibly better pay for
everyose. - -¢

Punctuality. of ¢ourse”
ing up at the office on time.:
It means that in every piece:
“of work done by Gover-'
‘ment employee, - finishing -
on time is regarded as of
prime importance.

Planning then becomes’
meaningful. Proggammes,
time-tables and schedules’
can be relied upon... 4

Wastage of time, money |
nd effort would be re-’

{dneed. A’ climate of cer-*
‘tainty will prevail, a climate

which is conducive for!

national progress:..and. .
‘tachievement ‘at all levels. -

‘The nation dw«:mld r?uel :
rosperous ‘and .powerful {
tall. R SN
And this brings us to yet |
another item in the system |
of values. Walking( can
mean-arrogance. But arro-.
nce is not something that |
18 appreciated or looked up

to pay bribes in the : - ven immodesty.. - to, ;
- coursg of lI:,i:yliIe, if bﬁumr; . One should really take !  Arrogance is a character- |
has become a “way of life”  onc’s time and not be t00" jstic that does not endear a

i in a country. ~ . anxious for the feast or for ‘‘person to his fellowman.

An arrogant person is ia- |
sensitive to hurt he causes ,
to others. ;
And because of this,
good human relationshiy, is |
not likely to prevail in any +
society where aitogance is |
a characteristic of the
people. - R &
alking tall need

:

not |

" neccssarily means arro- ¢

gance. A certain degree of
d

%

.other people to work hard

.ble ;standard means that |
one ‘does not practise the'

e in one’s achicvemcut

and be honest while they '

don’t. Of course - ‘‘the
other” to the others is one-
scif. But as we know dou-

ood ‘qualities oneself. <
"1t one does unot and
others do not, then who
does? The aoswer is no
ope.

So, how does one foster  ?
good ethics? One way is of
course through imposition. -

In an authoritarian who
live in fear and have to
obey may be forced to prac-
tisq some good ethical
values — such as hard work .
and honcsty. :

Punishment will be -
meted out to them if they-
don’t. Good cthical valucs
will prevail in such a society
in authoritarianism is a part
of the accepted  values of .’
that society.. o

There are a number of
castern nations which
accept authoritarianiin.

Bul in most instances au- .
thoritarianism, is rescnted
and good -valucs arc prac-
ticed with the greatest de-
gree of relucfance. In such
socictics good ethics is
neither singere nor durable. -

But there cau be socictics
where goad cm,'}gs.are prac-
ticed because Ay are pe-
nuinely gpipreciated. Not

for good-ethics-would be:
practiced of’ course, but a
suilicient number will.
Thus we find  some
societies where hard work
and honesty are reuL
Cvirles el are chasaet
eistic o) the members of

i

rded 1
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