
TRE transfer of?e/sder- 
ship from Tun Hussein 

~$%$~%L&$$-$ 

lighted Malaysia’s polltl: 
cal maturity. An ailing 
leader atepped aside, and 
his mandate was as- 
sumed by his deputy with 
unanimous approval of 
’ the ruling party - under- 
Ilnlng the value of the 
mechanism built into the 
party structure to ensure 
smooth aucceeslon. 

In 1971, Tunku Abdul ! 
Rahman Putra Al-Haj, 
the country’s pioneering 
Prime Minister, relln- 
qulshed his post in favour 
of Tun Abdul Rasak. Al- 
though the Tunku had 
lcng designated the late 
Tun Rasak as his suc- 

:cessor, the change was 
‘hastened by the outbreak 
of racial violence in May 
fQ6Q and the subsequent 
suspension of parlia- 
mentary rule. ’ 

The next succession 
was even more abrupt 
when in February 197’6 
Tun Rasak passed away 
‘unex ectedly In London. 
Tun f; usseln, who only a 
few years earlier had 
made a political come- 
back, was forced to shoul- 
der the burden of taking 

t&t a matter of choice,,‘, 

c 
rmlttlng ‘careful prep-l, 
atlon for it. The sue- 

cemo~ lost no time in 
$nakhg a strong impact 
on the, country’s polltlcai 

I 
1 

ness of the Malays and 

scene because he came to 
the job backed by a 
$rong party mandate. 1 

This could very well be 
due to the fact that, ex- 
oept during the tbree- 
&ear period he was out of 
Umno after his expulsion 
,@I 1069, Dr Mahathlr had ~ 
Caken continuous and acic- ’ 
tive interest in the coun- 
try’s political affairs. 
Even when he was tem- 

R” 
rarlly out of the party, 

e remained a respeoted 
‘and popular political fig-.. 
ure. ‘* *i. 
* During his appren&’ 
ficeshlp under TUB? 
.Rasak and Tun Xuspeln; 
Dr Mahathlr made#he 
best use of his’ tlm& ‘.to’ 
#e&e his knowledg .of 
all aspects of the’nat P on’s 

& 
olltlcal and economic 
fairs. People who know 

him u@l say there were 
tlmeewhen Dr Mahathlr 
Se& that hia superiors 
,hS.d..no.t given him 

suggested the means of the new ~~te~atkma ec’, ,to go undetected. 
overcoming them. onomlc order (NIEO). .I’ 

Although he would At home, changing clr: ) sa~.Bt~~ $t~d~\~r~ 
,now rightly! argue that +tmBtancesB among from .,.ases being in-' 

manyoftheproblemshe them the rlfJ1n'g+lm-' vestigated by the Anti- 

cited in the I book had POW Of?,OU -~rOvfmO,~ 

‘either been taken care of the worsening effect of ’ ~~!$fronlsAff$Oy~O~~~ ’ 

by subsequent measures : recesBlon and tbe char%- 1 kept posted on the ac- 

‘takenunder the New Eco- : lng’ profile M Yotera‘ to { tivitieB of top .,+il aer- 
nomlc P~llcy. the fact re- $$$ecczgd ET::,: .vants, officials of statu- 

lftically : articulate ina: ; tory bodies, corporations 
set of ideas on how to vlduals, had necessitated 1 ~&w~~~~~~at$~hw~~~ 
;yo;$e country’s basic : *wtb and SoYtimeS 

_ economic inc. -8eemingly,harSh actions. 
the& incomes. 

; 
quality. This makes him ” On assuming office in, ~ 
a more ideological Prime %ia =WdDr MaWhir 
Mlntster than his prede- decided’ to,fglve prierlty 
;;a$$%~ ;ztt perhaps , ,~~&,“w$$~~o&$~~ 

Dr Mahathlr has taken ” 
the war of the rakyat.‘In 

1 over at a.tlme when the i 

I an interview With the 

/ international environ- ‘. 
1 country's leading news- 

ment la undergoing rapid 
1 paper8 and ~emfm on 

\ changes with polltlcd, 
completing his $flrst 100 

‘economic and social’ con- 
hundred days aa the 

! sequences for the coun- 
~ try. In particular, the 

slgnlflcaatly:~ln his at- .) ~~b~&.I@s$ts$~ie tg 

world-wide resurgence of 
j ,Islam is a factor to, take 

tempts to restructure the j might not be able to act 
Ma1aysian way of think- against all corrupt of. 

into account. 
On the economic plane. 

En work1ng and behav:’ ; fici& and po~tici~, he 

i I&s unrelenting drive _ 
hoped to lnstll the fes,r of 
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