
THE Prime Minis&&cd today that a wan- 
ing of Malay interest in politics will adversely 
affect Umno’s strength and role as the 
backbone of the Government. 

It was important for all Umno leaders and 
members to always keep this interest alive so 
that Malays would continue to retain$their 
political power i&the country. 

Opening the Selangor Umno convention at 
the Selayang Community .Hall, Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad reminded that the Malay. 
Resolve to achieve their cause through the 
political forum had enabled Umno to become 
the pillar of the Government ever since 
Merdeka. 

“Mere numcrcial .strcngth without a cor- 
responding commitment in politics will not br- 
ing any effect.” 

Malaysia President, 
would not hc impaired by lack of political in- 
terest,,’ otherwise our power will slip out of our 
hand.” 

He stressed that Umno L-4 
did not Seek uower JS iln end 
in itself but as means to an 
end, which is promoling the 
interests of the Malays. 

, “We do not want power 
for its own sake but only as a 
mean5 for maintaining our 
l&lion.” 

assertid lhal &spite the 

number of political parties 
opening membership to 
Mnlays., it was an 
acknow1ed~w.i Caci that 

_ It was not Urnno’ pur- 
pose to aspire for P supreme 
Du‘sition but only for a S&I- 
tion that was its proper due. 

Since Mcrdcka. Ma!ays 
hnd proven tllcy were INN 
greedy or power-crazy. but 
only desirous of achieving 
equality with the other corn. 
munities so that they would 
not become “slaves” in their 
own couniiy. 

The Prime Minibtet 

Hc urged Umno le;~cicrs 
and members to intensify cf. 
Iorts to induct the young in 
the spirit of lhc parLy’5 
SlrUgglCS. 

Emcrgenre of an echelon 
to 51rcrccd the procnl ratikh 

would cnsurc continuity of 
the cause. 

He also cxplaincd the 
nccessily for keeping secrel 

taken by the government 
were leaked to the press 
even before 1 W;1S 
informed ” he Said 

Expressing d&appoint- 
mcnt with this state of af- 
fairs. he said ,it showed the 
M31;1y community had 
become “sophisticated” in _ 
the breaking uf sccrcts. 

The Prima Minister’s 
tongue-in-check statement 
ua5 greeted with Inughtcr by 
tlclrgatcs prc5en1. 

goverhment. 
On the election of 

leaders of the Umno Youthr 
and Wanita Urnno+ 
movements, he reminded’ 
members not to allow the, 
contest to impair party 
solidarity. 

Earlier, Selangor Umno j 
liaison chief Daluk Haji, 
Ahmad Knzali Ali said the 
number of Umno branches 
in I!IC state this year increas- 
cd to 458 with 105,328 
mumhers. compared with 
44h branches with 99,903 
menihers last year. 

The performance would 
improve under the dynamic 
2M leadership. he belived. 
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