
L)r Tan: The white 
ma* for more than a cen- 
tuly hti askid us to look 
to the West for our 
education, finance, 
development etc. TheI? 
you came along and ask- 
ed us to look East. But as 
you are aware, and in- 
deed you and oth,er 
Barisan Ir:~ders have dm- 
pha&cd, lheie iqe many 
aspcc~s of Japanese life 
that WC must not lry to 
emulate for example. 
Japan& militarism 
before World War II. I 
cm surprised that you 
have not eF’ph&ed: 
ELITISM amongst the 
Japanese. As you are 
aware, in Japan only the 
very best student can get 
places in most Japanese 
universities. How about 
emulating this aspect of 
Japanese life, not just in 
‘education but other 
fields of human W- 

tivities? 
Dr Mahathir: We do 

w’ilhm each group&ally 
- each racial group. 
SimDlv because ‘the 

phaaise ’ the -‘M&;;;; depend on 
n&n and forget about the’ news. 
Chime. the Jndians. ihe ,I Dr Mahathir: Nowadays 
Malays. 6%we may march they buy their own things,. 
forward towards that i; _$hCy don’t hstell (0 tl!e 

cohesiveness a little faster.” , r ovemmenf. . 
Dr hlahathir: Well. it is ‘j Dr. T&n: As’: you ‘are 

not only for the’ GoveA,- I, aware within the Iasl’decade 
meat to think of.Malay- 
,wms. It is also for the.peo: 
#pie and the fact remains 
that the Chinese ‘do con- 
sider the preservation “f 
their Chinese origin as vt~y 
important, so do the 

iIndians and therefore so do 
the Malays. .* 

II they say J don‘t carp 
what my origins are, I am a 
Malaysian and be dammed 
with my origin, then of 
course it will bc easy. Of 
eorbc that is not happening 
now and because of (hat the 
Government has’ to 
rceoqnise th’e fact that there 
arc differnt racial groups. 

or,so M;lla,vsiy haskrst so’qe, 
: 01 her best brains because 6t 
: cmigratinh of some of tier 

best qualified and highly 
trained manpower. And the 
main reason why they have 

: emigrated is their fear for: 
) the education of their’ 

children. Do you think that 
’ this is an instance of good-’ 

riddance to bad rubbish or’ 
* should the Government try’ 

to take, steps lo assuage the 
‘, fears of 
j bumiputras 

the non-. 
so that they’: 

will not emigrate from thk 
country? 

MASS MEDiA 

Dr Tan: Yes, but you see 
the Government is in :a 
much better position than- 
any others to set the pace 
because the mass media in 
this country (includihg 

’ I told them 1 did nothing 
of that sort. 1 had gone there 
as a visitor and to atlend the 
G.f’. confcrencc. I did not 

lGisi1 the henlill aulhoritich 
1 thyre to get myself 

regrstered as a practitioner 
’ in preparation for my cven- :. 
: tual stay there. Kecentlv I’ 

was in c1.K. and I talked to 
lots of Young: people. 

Dr Mahathir: W’bll, they 
are emigrating not only 
from Malaysia, they we 
emigrating from Singapore, 
from Hong Kong, from all, 

‘, kinds of places. This is a 
normal happening, norm-3 
phenomena that is found 
evcrywhcre and people want 
to seek a better life for 

Dr. Tan: I agree. 
emigration is a way of lift iii 
this modern aEe. The\ 
m,igrate from - UK tl 
America, to Canada,. to 
Australia btlt wtferever J 
have gone, ihe little travels 
lhat I have done I have talk- 
ed with Malaysian and I 
would say a 100 per cent’of 
them have told me “Doctor 
J have come here because of’ 
my children’s education.” 

Now I asked them what’s 
so wrong with education in 
Fahasr. Malavsia? I told . .: 

They sacd, “Doctor I am 
afraid of the Education 
Policy of the country.” I 
asked them bluntly what is 
wrong? If they did not like 
lhe system why didn’t they 
come bath and chanqc it. I 
challenged them. ‘Hut I 
think all said and done, if 
the Government try5 to see 
lhcir pnint of view you may 

Incnl orunlly 11 they can do 
it in Thai, in Tag&log, in 

“I don’t say you will” weu 
retain the use of some of 

Jap,anese, in Mandarin, the,,, 
what’s wrong with doing it 

, ,in Bahasa Malaysia and Ur. Tan: Despite 25 

then have English as a se- years of industrialisation we 
have stil not devclopcd a 

up my nursing home. I 
didn’t visit any High C,>m- 
mission. 1 have n&r visited 
any up to now for the pur- 
pose of emigrating. 

The first time I was in 
Austr.dia was jn the com- 
pany of G.P’s, these people 
thought I had gone there to 
get rcgislcrcd as practitioner 
there. 



Japinese nre more 
homogenous. they can 
practice Elitism within 
the Japanese corn- 
munities and even in 
Jnpan thcrc are Chinese 
communities and Korean 
comniunilies. 
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Dr Tan: But they ate 
very small and insignifi- 
cant. 

Dr Mnhathir: Never- 
theless they are not given 
Ihe kind of status. 

ELITISM 
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L)r Tan: But they are not 
regarded as Japanese, they 
are regarded as Koreans 
rend as Chinese although 
they may well speak 
Japanese very fluently. 

Dr Mahathir: ExactlY. 
they speak Japanese fluent- 
ly, lhcy fit all the criteria 
that was we use here to pro- 
vide citizenship. In fact if WC 
were fo do what the 

,Jap~~nest: do to the Chinese 
or the Korean there will be 
hut and cry in this country. 

But the fnct is thal hcrc 
we are mope liberal. wc <IC- 
ccpt them and because we 
accept them we hnvc to ac. 
cept also the fact that there 
ilre diffcrcnt communities in 
Illis counlry which dcvclup 
i~t dif&rcn~ pact?, 3nd 
bccau\c of thni. to just 
aingle out 13ili5m as the 
criterion is not good 
enough. It has t0 be Elitism 
within each community and 
that is what we arc practis- 
‘ing. 
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. Dr 7 an: For the purpose 
Of this interview, I talked 
with many people, including 
vctcran journalists and they 
were tcllinr me “Doctor ciln 
you emphaaiaed, try to 
bring out in the ~nhrviews 
that this emohasfs m 
Malays Chinese ln&ns 

:wspapers) are all govern- 
ent contrblled. The radio 

themselves. I mean It 1s noI 

.V. are all governinent 
just because of the educa- 

jntrolled, in the hands of. 
tion of their children. it is 
simply because they want to 

me Government. SO the. -., pnli”ra+p 
nvcrnmcnt should scl the 
ad. The Covernmcnt has 
mtrol of all the paraphcr-’ 
alia of mass communica- 
on which oOxrs don? 
ave. That’s why J say (not 
lat the best brains arc in. 
3e govefnment. 1 don’t con-’ 
:de that for One minute) 
ut say the Government 
hould set the lcad because 
f the reasons thal 1 have 
tated. 

Dr Mnhathir: The ” 
kvernment nasset thelead. 
n many instances but its not 
lecessary thclt the people 
All follow the Icnd, Peop]$’ 
iave got their own thoughls 

_.... n.I--. 

Emigration is just one 
excuse. People migrate for 
many reasons not necessari- 
ly for education. Of course, 
if education is the problem 
here, then the only thing 
that can be said is the 
education policy of this 
country and it is not a bad 
policy because education in 
Bahasa has been proven to 
be equal (al that level 
anyway) to education in 
other languages. People who 
were educated in Bahasa 
have been able to obtain 
their Ph. D. abroad an+;; 
become very highly 
oualified. 
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md they ;~re not easily in- 
lUcnccd bY whal the’ 

1m -The- problem is one of 

;ovcrnmcnl says. The fact 
wan,ing I.0 be CdUcw in 
l:.n&h. and not gattme an: 

s that in 1111 theSc lualtcrs idGi.tion in’En&i. 1 / 
101h tire Government and have 
,he private sectclr lllllzt Xl 

always emphasised: 
that when you are LivingI 

10 unison. in the country YOU have 
Dr. Tan: I atmc. The to Hrr:-pt the good with’ 

;Ovemment mu.3 act in .thc car,. . 

&II 3 way that it must carry 
the people along. And if lhe 

rhat is the de& of. 

GOv~rnmcnt says WC should 
thcsc pcoplc which is vcrg 

try to forget our racial origin 
difficult fur ~5 to ac- 

:md think of ourselves DS commodate. I have always 

M&I~GIIIS. lhal will m:the 
emphasised, that when you 

it much eclsicr for the 
nre’living in the cotmtry you 
hnvc lo ncccpt 

private sccI0r to Sw;ly the the ,,,,d, 
the gotrd with 

others to think likcwisc. 
L 

Dr Mahathir: WC do. If 
v0U lislcn lo the jinglch nnd You can’t have the wil\ 

the bongs by tlx mcdin IN everything you want it and_[f 

c~;mlplc. WC t:dk 01 Mnl:~y- YOU have roots in that coun- 

,inns :md nut ;I!, Chinese. try whet1~c.r il is doing well 

]nd~ana :md M:~;Qx If yr~l or not domg well you are go-; 

f0]]0w the TV pr~~gr;LmnlC ing tO stay thcrr. Whctl !hei 
. . . . moment things go slightly, 

Dr. ‘fan: Unf~~rtUn~~lc]y. tliffcrent Irom~ what y?U’ 

1 &jll’[ lislcn to ‘rV/f<iitfi(L dc~irc ~CUJ pxh your bags 

Dr Mahathir: Ha. ha. :itl(l !:\I. Well it IS vcry&i 

(hal is the inf]Ucncc that \hC. Ikwl~ hl p”‘“‘Lndc \UCl~ pet\- 
~~~ nmel,t wield. that,‘s Ilk ;LII(I 1 iltll qUilC’ .sUrc’ 
what “s, ou said just now. “y, tt Iwc llky $0 tllcy. :trc’ no’t’ 

have the media. yuing to be pcrm;ificI~ e&p: 

Dr. Talj: 11 I were up in,:, I hvc known of ]>yple 
.‘_: I . I 

II 
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md Inngunge? 

I told them bluntly, but 
1s of them have really no 
:sirc to leave this country 
Id lots of them can really 
Illtribute a yrcat deal tg 
is country, their brains are 
xl class and a little bit of 
ldcrstapding on the part 

the Government of their 
,oblems probably will go a 
ng way towards their not 
aving this country. 

SYMPATHETIC 
1 once talked t6 a lawyer 

md he said he would not; 
IUII out lock stock and bar- 
el but “I am not going to 
Live up my citizenship. I 
van1 to return as soon ;” my 
hildrens’ education arc 
Iver. 1 will go back.” This is 
he sorl of “Loyalty” in 
hem. So J think, if the 
;overnmcnt were i\ littlc biy 
uorc sympathetic to their’ 
mlblcms rather than “Tcr- 
)iar sahajja” than it will get 
hc use of these people with 
:nod brains and thir country 
ikc any other country can 
cc fiord brains. 

Dr Mahathir: You men- 
ioncd just nuw about their 
oynliy. the loyalty of the 
~arcnts yes. the children wilt 
lot have nny Ir1yalty. 

Dr. Tan: ‘IL children 
will probnbly 110~ C0mC 
.,nck. They hnvc different 
roots. 1 am talking Of lhc 
p:Irents. 

Dr Mahalhir: How Ciln 
WC accommodate them. 
TII~~C rire not many of them 
although they may be very 
brilliant. WC h&VC t0 have 
pcOp]c who itrc prepared tO 
put Up with things that t]icY 
don’t ]ikc as much aS IheY 
calI pu\ up with things that 

well-conc&ivcd indu5trlal 
strategy and policy with a 
view to selling Up coherent 
goals and guide industrial 
;;clivity towards this end. 
This partially explains for 
the fact lhnl the composi- 
tion of manufactured ex- 
ports is weighted heavily on 
non-resource-based ac- 
tivities like textiles and elec- 
tron&s whose contribution 
to .the development of a 
healthy industrial base is 
I mini&. 

An opportunity WC have 
r nissed as a consequence of 
1 he absence of a well defined 
ndustrial policy is the 
levelopment of a lucrative 
mtomobile industry. May I 
mow what steps are being 
aken towards formulatjng 
;uch a policy as it is rm- 

I lerative that we should have 
m industrial blue-print 
which of course can be 
1 nodifictl with.changing cir- 
:umsMxes. 

If there IS already a 
,olicy I wonder whether it is 
sossible for you to slate 
briefly the poli& obiectivcs. 

KNOW-HOW 
Dr,Mahathir: lu the first 

place; regarding the in- 
dustrial pcllicy it is 
somcttiing that is fnr cnsicl 
to talk ubout than to work I 
out simply because we are 
not 3. very rich country. 
despite our wealth. in order 
lo delermine exactly how we 
industri&e. 

Also WC have very little 
know-how. So WC have tO 
take what come:, nnd a]50 
attend to Our major pro- 
blems. For example WC have 
a lot of unemployment aid 
bccm~se of uncmploymcnt 
we have to go for industries 
that create employmenl op- 
pollunities and incidently 
the electronic industry is one 
1113t can CrCXtc mnny 



Again you need to have 
the expertise to have the 
market and the size of the 
market is extremely impor-, 
tant and therefore much as 
you would like to go step by ’ 
stcu. have the basic in- 

There are so many 
linutntions thal the simple 
policy is not really 
somclhing that can’ be im- 
~~lemcntcd. It has to be bas- 
c d ~onlcwllnt on cir- 
cunlslances. 

Dr. Tan: My-question is 
up to now, we are emphasis- 
ing not on rebources ihdl we 
have but WC go on to textfIle 
for which we import all ihe 
raw material; we go on to 
clcctronics , where tie are 
not doing anything’bbt,ac-. 
tually_~epacking only.‘ You 
see: I. do rigree with you that: 

ii is necessary to provide 
jobs but ifporipossu we try 
and give more emphasis on 
agro-based, try and promote 
industries that use more. 
rubber,.more oil palm, more 
tin, - these are goods of 
which we are the world’s 
biggest producers - then 
we can be going places. 

I want to bring youback 
tw your answer, you have 
stated again and again in 
your reply that we don’t 
have the expertise. That 
comes back to the question 
that I. asked you just now 
where lots of these people 
have left, examole to, 
Australia. 

I was surprised one day 
to hear that the former pro- 
tesbor of Mechanical 
Engineering was there in 
Sydney. Now he would.be an 
excellent chap to provide’us 
wilh the expertise and yet he 
is gone there to work where 
he had some difficulty in 
getting a job because when 
he looked for the job they 
told him he was over 
qualified for the job! 

These people can con- 
tribute a great deal to what 
you talked of - lack of ex- 
pcrtiac. I am not talking of 
the d,)ctors, students in 
Australia. There are lots of 

their choice is tB go away. 
Dr. Tan: You had often 

‘mentioned that we have to 
be more productive lo be 
competitive especially in in- 
ternational markets. 1 sup- 
port your call for increased 
productivity hut this calls 
for a fundamental change in 
our attitude toward s work 
and diict>line. While we 
can see steps being taken to 
achieve these objecllves 
manv hold the views that 
much m0re.ha.s to be done 
especially in the area of 
higher:level manpower. 
With a view to meet thein- 
erasing demand for this 
category of manpower, I 

‘wonder whether it would be 
possible for the Government 
to take stock of available 
talent in the higher echelons 
of the private sector as well 
as in the academic cpm- 
munity. 



&t,,,irst and move on to 
. One has also to 

consider the size of your 
market and your ability to 
market inside the country 

’ as ‘welt as outside the 
country and also your own 
capital. 
1 The private sector in this 
counlry - will not put in 
53,OOQ million dollars for a 
steel m_U when they know 
nothing aboul steel, nothing 
hbqut marketing of sleel. 
;Wc may think it is very good 
,for the country but they 
think in terms of profit. 
Theicforc the government 
has to come ill. 

Now in the case of the 
aulomubile induslry we 
mndc ;L big mistake right 
from lhe word “GO”. WC 
allowed all kinds of cars to 
come info the country as 3 

rowll llwrc is no one single 

Inakc or bi/.c Ihat is ,used in 
sufficiently large number to 
jublify the inductry. Never- 

~thelcss wc want to g0 into 
lhc aulomobilc industry not 
bccuusc it is n;tomobile hut 

.~CC~USC it provides us with 
\he kind of cnyineering 
lechnology that is very im- 
portan( for this country. But 
thcrc is a price to be paid. 

If you want 10 produce a 
car Ihal is for a small 
market. the economies of 
scale will mean thaiyou wilt 
have to pay higher price. It 
is cheaper to buy a foreign 
car but bccausc of the 
ncccssity it may bc necessary 
for us 10 pay lhc price of 
having cars made more cost- 
ly. So thcsc are being locked 
inlo by the govcrnmcnt but 
thcrc is no doubt that at 
)romc stage we must go into 
higher tcchr~~logy industries 

.in order lu upgrade our 
capacity. 

other people who can con- 
tribute to this induslrialisa- 
tion Ihat you and I would 
like to see in this country 
embarked on. 

Dr Mahathir: First of 
all, regarding resource- 
based industries: we are do- 
ing fairly well. We have such 
industries bul one has to 
remember that the fact that. 
we have rubber in this coun- 
try does no1 mean that the 
manufa?turing of rubber 
goods in this country is an 
economic proposition. 

Frequently. it is cheaper 
and much more desirable to 
export the rubber raw 
because they will be pro- 
ducer where the consumer 
products are going to be 
marketed. rubber tyres for’ 
example. At the moment we 
are the biggest producers of 
rubber gloves in the whole 
world. Ln fact WC supply 
roughly 40 per cent of, the 
world’s supply of rubber 
gloves, rubber ballons and 
the like. 

That’s an economical 
proposition but to produce 
tyres here is not nl: 
economical propositio;l, 
With regard to the exper- 
tise, it is not a question of a 
few people who, have tit: 
knowledge of engineerin::; 
we need all kinds of expel- 
tisc which will take time 10 
dcvclop. 

Ur. ‘lan: Yes, but wha 
litllc Ihat we have, we lost 
and how arc you cvcr going 

atu bui$i up? 
Dr Mahathir: That oart 

can be replaced very e&y 
because we can buy that 
kind of expertise.. 

Dr. Tan: Yes, but you 
cannot be all the time 6~ 
deoendent on foreigners. 
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