Dr Tan: The white
man for more than a cen-

tury has asked us to look
to “the West for our
education, finance,
development etc. Then
you came along and ask-
ed us to look East. But as
you are aware, and in-
deecd’” you and . other

Barisan leaders have ¢m--

phasised, there are Mmany
aspects of Japanese life
that we must not try to
cmulate for example!
Japanest militarism
before World War II. 1
am surprised that you
have ' not = emphasised
ELITISM amongst  the
Japanese. As you arc
aware, in Japan only the
very best student can get
places in most Japanesc
universities. How about
emulating this aspect of
Japanese life, not just in

‘education but other
" fields of human ac-
tivities? :

Dr Mahathir; We do

ithin each group really

each racial
Simply

group.
because ‘the

everytimies a government
!euder _speaks, is not going
to buiid a nation and why
don’t they try to em-
phasise: - the

Chinese, the Indians,

forward towards
cohesiveness a little faster.”

Dr Mahathir: Well. it is aware within the.las! decade

‘not only for the' Govern- | .
° Y gvern - or so Malaysia has lost some,

Malaysian
nation and forget about the’
the .
Malays, th?ﬁ'wc may march -
that ¥

ND.EM

ment to think - of Malay-

sians. It is also for the peo- .

.

ple and the fact remains -

that the Chinese "do con-

sider the preservation of

their Chinese osigin as very main reason why they have

- emigrated is their fear for:-
the education of | their
- children. Do you think that -
this is an instance of good’™
riddance to bad rubbish or',
" should the Government try’
to take steps to assuage the ™
. non:
so that - they”

important, so de the
{Indians and therefore so. do
the Malays. -

If they say I don’t carg
what my origins are, [ am a
Malaysian and be dammed
with my origin, then- of
course it will be casy. Of
corse that is not happening
now and because of that the
Government has to
recognise the fact that there
arc differnt racial groups. |

MASS MEDIA

Dr Tan: Yes, but you see
the Government is
much better position than.
any others to set the pace

. because the mass media in

this country (includifig

~fears
" bumiputras,

_depend

the Ulu with no newspaper,

with no means to bu Y

buy a
or radio then I will have 10
on’ government
news.

Dr Mahalthir: Nowadays
they buy their own things.

They don't - listen to; the
gavernmem.
Dr. Tan: Asy you -are

o her best brains because of
emigratioh of some of Her
best qualified and highly
trained manpower. And the

of  the

will not emigrate from this

. country?

ina.

“Dr Mahathir: Well, they
are  emigrating
from Malaysia, they are
emigrating from Singapore,

- from Hong Kong, from alj’
. kinds of places. This is a
“ normal - happening, norm-~l
: phenomena that is found

everywhere and people want

to seek a better .lif; for!

NEe b sxp M@Q

GRATI

not only.

who have gone to Australia,
settled there for a few years
and then found that
Australia is not all that
good, pack their bags and
2o to Canada and some of
them after going to Canada

and found 11 not so good and

have packed and come back -

“liere.

This has happened, so

wishes of such people. The

wiy I see lhmg,s“thcrc will: :
‘be emigration,
Way we g

thcrc is no
stop it.

Dr. Tan: 1.
emigration is a way of lifc i

this modern age. They
migrate from UK
America, to Canada, to '

Australia but wiferever I;

the’

Jow can a country accom- |
‘modate  such  people,

i
!
4
'
r

around pultmg, their names
in High Commissions and
Embassies, I started putting
up my nursing home. |
didn’t visit any Hu,h Com-
mission, I have never visited
any up to now for the pur-
pose of emigrating.

The first time I was in
Australia was in the com-
-pany of G.P's, these people
thought I had gone therc to
get registered as practitioner
there.

* I'told them 1 did nothing
of that sort. I had gone there
as a visitor and to attend the
G.P. conference. 1 did not

{Visit the healih authorities

-~ there
agrcc A

to

have gone, the little travels -

that I have doue I have talk- -
ed with Malaysian and 1|
would say a 100 per cent of
them have told me “Doctor

I have come here because of

my children’s education.”
Now I asked them what's
5o wrong with education in
Bahasa Malaysia? [ told
them b]untly it they can do
it in Thai, in Tagalog, in
Japanese, in Mandarin, :
what’s wrong with doing it
in Bahasa Malaysia and

‘then have English as a se-

to - get mysclf
registered as a_practitioner
in preparation for my cven-
‘ tual stay there. Recently I

was in U.K. and ! lalkt.d to
lots of young people.

They said, *“Doctor I am
afraid of the Education
Policy of the country.” [
asked them bluntly what is
wrong? If they did not like
the system why didn’t they
come back and change it. I
challenged them. But [
think all said and done, if

_ the Government trys to sec

their point of view you may
1 dofi’t say you will ™ well
retain the use of some of
themn. ~

Dr. Tan: Despite 25
years of industrialisation we
have stil not developed a



Japanese are more
homogenous, they can
practice  Elitism within
the Japanese com-
munities and cven in
Japan there are Chinese
communities and Korcan
communities.

Dr Tan: But they are

very small and insignifi- -

cant. .
Dr Mahathir: Never-
theless they are not given
the kind of status.

ELITISM

Dr Tan: But they are not’

regarded as Japanese, they
are regarded as Koreans
and as Chinese although
they may well speak
Japanese very fluently.

Dr Mahathir: Exactly,
they speak Japanese fluent-
ly, they fit all the criteria
that was we use here to pro-
vide citizenship. In fact if we
were Jo do what the
Japanest do to the Chinese
or the Korean there will be
hue and cry in this country.

But the fact is that herc
we are moge liberal, we ac-
cept them and because we
accept them we have to ac-
cept alse the fact that there
are different communities in
this country which develop
at  diffprent paces and
because of that, (o just’
single out Elitism as the
criterion is not good
enough. It has to be Elitism
within each community and
that is what we are praciis-
‘ng. :

- Dr Tan: For the purpose

_the Government, so the. ..

newspapers) are all govern-
ment contrblled. The radio
T.V. are all governinent
controlled, in the hands of

Government should set the
fead. The Government has
control of all the parapher-’
nalia of mass communica-
tion which others don't
have. That's why I szy (not
that the best brains are in
the govetnment, 1 don’t con-»
cede that for one minute) |
but say the Government
should set the lead because
of the reasons that 1 have
stated.

Dr Mahathir: The

.Government has set the lead .

in many instances but its not -
necessary that the people’
will follow the lead, Peoplg’
have got their own thoughts

and they are not easily in-

flucnced by what (he:
Government- says. The fact

is that in all these malters
both the Government and

the private- sector must act

in unison.

Government must act in
such a way that it must carry

_ the people along. And if the

Government says we should
try to forget our racial origin
and think -of ourselves as
Malaysians, that will make
it much easier for the
private scctor o sway the
others to think likewise.

Dr Mahathir: We do. i

. vou listen Lo the jingles and

_the songs by the media for

of this interview, I talked

with many people, including .

veteran journalists and they

were telling me “'Doctor can

you empl_lasised} try to
bring out in the interviews
that this emophasis -+ on

Malays Chinese Indigns °

example. We tatk of Malay-
sians and not as Chinese,
Indians and Malays, H you
follow the TV programme . .

Dr. Tan: Unfortunately.
I don't listen to TV/Radio.

Dr Mabathir: Ha, ha.
that is the influenue hat the.
Govegament wield, that's
whzi?x'ou said just now. wg-
have the media. B

Dr. Tan: I | were up ing

themselves. I mean 1t 1s not
just because of the educa-
tion of their children. It is
simply because they want to

Emigration is just one
excuse. People migrate for

. MAny reasons Not necessari-
ly for education. Of course,
if education is the problem

- here, then the only thing
“that can be said

country and it is not a bad
policy becaunse education in
Bahasa has been proven to,

“other languages. People who
wwere educaled
~have been able to obtain
their Ph. D. abroad and!

very highly!

. qualified. © ¢ aver. T will go back."” This is-
The problem is one of,
wanting 1o be educa
English. and not getting an?
education in English.
always emphasised |
that when you are living'
in the country you have
Dr. Tan: | agree. The .f0O aecapt the good wit

That is the desire of
« these people which is very

commodate. I have always;
emphasised- that when vou"
are living in the country you,
have to accept the good with!

You can't have the way
everything you want it and_if
you have roots in that coun-~
try whether it is doing well
or not doing well you are go-
ing to stay there. When the
mament things go slightly,.
froms what - you!
desire you pack your baups:
and go. Well it is very difst
ficult 10 persuade sucly pec-.
ple aund. I am quile’ sure’
where they go they, are not’
going to be permanent giso. -

I have known of pepple:

cond language?

1 told them bluntly, but
lots of them have really no
desirc to leave this country
and Jots of them can really
contribute a great deal to
this country, their brains arce
first class and a little bit of
understanding on the part
of the Government of their
problems probably will go a
long way towards their not
leaving this country,

SYMPATHETIC |

| once tatked to a lawyer,
and he said he would not'
pull out tock stock and bar-
rel but “I am not going o'
give up my Ccitizenship, I
want to relurn as soon as my
childrens” education’ are .

the sorl of “Loyalty” in
them. So I think, if the
Government were a little bit’
more sympathetic (o their
problems rather than *Ter-
biar sahaja™ than it will get
the use of these people with
good brains and this country
like any other country can
see pood brains.

Dr Mahathir: You men-
lioned just new about their
loyally, the loyalty of the
parents yes, the children will
not have any loyalty.

Dr. Tan: The children

© will  probably not come

back, They have different
roots, 1 am lalking of the
parents.

Dr Mahathir: How can
we accommodate them.
There are not many of them
although they may be very
brifliant. We have to have
people who are prepared 10
put up with things that they
don't like as much as they
can put up with things that
they like. .

Dr. Tan: [ agree with
you entirely. That's onc of
the rcasoms after May 13th
wlian Ve of doctors went’

well-concéived industrial
strategy and policy with a
| view to setiing up coherent
"goals and guide industrial
activity towards this end.
This partially explains for
the fact that the composi-
,tion of manufactured ex-
" ports is weighted heavily on
non-resource-based ac-
tivities like textiles and elec-
i tronics whose contribution
to .the development of a
healthy industrial base is
minimal. )

An opportunity we have
missed as a consequence of
the absence of a well defined
industrial policy is the
development of a lucrative
automobile industry. May 1
know what steps are being
taken towards formulating
such a policy as il is im-
perative that we should have
an industrial blue-print
which of course can be
modified with changing cir-
cumsiances.

It there is already a
policy [ wonder whether it is
possible for you to slale
briefly the policy objectives.

KNOW-HOW

Dr-Mahathir: 1n the first
place, regarding the in-
‘dustrial  policy it is
something that is far casier
to talk about than to work
out simply because we are

“not a very rich country,

despite our wealth, in order
1o determine exactly how we
industrialise.

Also we have very little
‘know-how. So wc have to
take what comes and also
attend to our major pro-
blems. For example we have
a lot of unemployment and
because of unemployment
we have w go foc industries
that create employment op-
portunities and incidently
the electronic industry is one
(h#t can c¢reale many



emploviment opportunities.
¢S we went for diat no
because we like clectronices,
but because W gives us an
cgportunity  to  create
cmployment. Now il you
want to go into other lields,
you must have certain basic
necessities. For example if
ohe wants to go into the
automobile  industry, one
has to have a lot of suppor--
ting industries and
knowledge in the suppocting-
industry must be sufficient’
in order 1o support an
automobile industry, L

We dou't have that kind
of knowledge and we don't
have people who produce
electric circuits that are us-
ed in'motor cars, meter and
die casting and all kind of

Ythings  that go into " the

;automobile indus try. ’
Therefore we just can™t rush”
into the automaobile industry

as much as we cannot rush

into  other industries,
beeause of the question of

- the” consumer market that

we have in this country. Itis

simatl.

We think that we have
now reachied the point when
we can gingerly go into the
carliest part of the steel in-
dustry, the smelting of steel,
becaunse we have the gas and
now we consume sufficient
.steel to justify putling up a
plant. This is our first move
towards heavy industry but
once you have that you may -
want to develop. other in-
dustries that are spin-off
*from there;

EXPERTISE

Again you need to have
the expertise to. have the
market and the size of the
market is extremely impor-
tant and therefore much as
you would like to go step by’
sicp, have the basic in-

‘policy

There are so many
limitations that the simple
is not  really

: something that canbe im-

ced

plemented. [t has to be bas-
somewhat on cir-

- cumstances.

Dr. Tan: My question is
up to now, we are emphasis.
ing not on resources that we
have but we go ol to textile
for which we import all the

raw material; we go on to

clectronics, where -we are

not doing anything’ but-ac--

tually_repacking only.” You

sec | do dgree with you thati

it is necessary to provide
jobs but if pari passu we try
and give more emphasis on
agro-based, try and promote
industries . that use more
rubber, more oil palm, more
tin, — these are goods of

which we are the world's"

biggest producers — then
we can be going places.

I want to bring you-back
to- your answer, you have
stated again and again in
your reply ' that we don't
have the expertise. That
comes back to the question
that [ asked you just now
where lots of these people
have left, example to,
Australia.

[ was surprised one day
to hear that the former pro-
fessor of Mechanical
Engincering was there in
Sydney. Now he would.be an
excellent chap to provide'us
with the expertise and yet he

is gone there to work wherg
he had some difficulty in

gelting a job because when
he tooked for. the job they
told him he was over
qualified for the job!

These people -can con-
tribute a great deal to what
you tatked of — lack of ex-
pertise. I am not talking of
the doctors, students in
Australia. There are lots of

their choice is t go away.
Dr. Tan: You had often

“’mentioned that we have to

be more productive to be
competitive especially in in-
ternational markets. 1 sup-

port your call for increased °

productivity but this calls
for a fundamental change in
our attitude toward s work
and discipline. While we
can see steps being taken to
achieve these objectives
manv hold the views thai
much more has to be done

- especially in the area of

higher-level manpower.
With a view to meet thein-
crasing demand for ' this
category of manpower, |

*wonder whether it would be

possible for the Government
to take stock of available
talent in the higher echelons
of the private sector as well
as in the academic com-
nunity. '

After having identified
such people would ‘t,qfﬁ.\
possible for the Goverrtient
o invite a sejected few o
serve thie Government in

posls compensurate o their

qualifications and  ex-
pericnce tor briel periods

. and presumably at inflated

salaries.  Many think  we
should,  cspecially  during
these difficult times, take
advantage of such
capabilities that aree
available to consolidate our
ceonomic foundations.

Dr Mabatbir: Web, this
is not a new idea but o ask
the people in the private sec-
tor o serve i the Govern-
ment is differcut,

Dr. Tan:
periods.

Dr Mahathin For shont
periods at inflated salaries.

For short

Dr. Tan: You sce that -

chap is making $150,000:
— per year — if you offer
him a super-scale A job also

“General's reporl.
“there.

. Su
“tells me that there is some

about
Cre vl one vear or
Tarda] vou hind it
te et Trom
w fnds Tam sare there
St tveoons oy ths
Colniay Wi would probably
Ly tiwe Governmentt. But |
really don’t see why the
Government funds  saould
not be used 1l vou think of .
the millions that are wasted.
L Mudathirs { don’t
agree with the miutions be-
iny wasted, ,
Dr. Tan: You only have
read the Auditor-
ftas alls

1T
o

BN

o

~Dr Mahathir: But, the
fact is if you employ them
the millions will confinue to
be wasted. “There  is no
guarantee that they will nov
be wasled.

- Dr. Tan: As you know 1
have just interviewed Tan
Ahmad Noordip. He

response frome the civil ser-
Vs



dustries first and move on to
the next . One has also to
consider the size of  your
market and your ability to
. market inside the country
“as. ‘'well as outside the
country and also your own
-capual
The private sector in this
: counlry will not put in
$3,000 million dollars for a
steel mill when they know
nothing aboul steel, nothing
about marketing of steecl.
‘We may think it is very good
for the country but they
think in terms of profit.
Therefore the government
has to come in.
Now in the case of the
automobile “industry. we
made a big mistake right
from the word "GQ"™. We¢
allowed all kinds of cars to
come into the country as a
resull there is no one single
make or size that is-used in
sufficicntly large number to
justify the industry. Never-
“theless we want to go into
the automobile industry not
“because it is automobile but
-because it provides us with
the kind of cngineering

technology that is very im- -

‘portant for this country. But
there is a price to be paid.

If you want to produce a
car that is for a small
market, the economies of
scale will mean that'you will
have to pay higher price. It
is cheaper to buy a foreign
car but because of the
nceessily it may be necessary
for us to pay the price of
having cars made more cost-
lv. So these are being locked
into by the government but
there is no doubt that at
some stage we must go into

higher technology industries .

Jn order to upgrade . our
capacity.

other people who can con-
tribute to this indusltrialisa-
tion that you and I would
like to see in this country
embarked on.

Dr Mabhathir: First of
all, regarding resource-
based industries: we are do-
ing fairly well. We have such
industries but one has to

remember that the fact that.

we have rubber in this coun-
try does not mean that the
manufacturing of rubber
goods in this country is an
economic proposition.
Frequently, it is cheaper
and much more desirable to
export the rubber raw

because they will be pro-.
ducer where the consumer:

products are going to be

marketed, rubber tyres for -

example. At the moment we
are the biggest producers of
rubber gloves in the whole
world. In fact we supply
roughly 40 per cent of.the
world’s supply of rubber
gloves, rubber ballons and
the like.

That's an economical’
proposition but to produce
tyres here is .not an
economical proposition,
With regard to the exper-
tise, it is not a question of a
few people who: have th:
knowledge of engineeriny:;
we need all kinds of expet-
tisc which will take ume 10
develop.

Dr. lan: Yes, but wha
little that we have, we losc
and how are you ever going
to build up?

Dr’Mahathir: That part
can be replaced very easily
because we can buy that
kind of expertise. ,

Dr: Tan: Yes, but you
cannot be all the time be
dependent on foreigners.

Dr Mabhathir:

A

Yes, il i

its not goigy (o wtract bim
despite his  willingness o
serve but if you oifer him
hall way between what he is
getting and the lighest the
Govergment cah offer he
probuably will consider mak-
ing the saerifice.

Dr Mahathir: You know
what will happen to other
LOVETIIMENY dETyatls.

Dr. Tan: T am talking of
short periods.

Dr Mahathir: Lven for
short periods, it creaies a lot
- of problems.

E Dr. e l‘.;gu.u 40 ?
: REFGNE
Dr

) Muahathir: Even
when we invite foreigners to
come there is a lot of resent-
ment among Government
servants. Why should the
other <hap be paid more,
expatriation fees and things
like that. But if you take a
chap who is i the country it
1S going 1o cause even warse
repercussions.  Nevertheless
we have mnvited private in-
dividuals 10 help the govern-
ment inoterms of advice,
discussions and other con-
sultations. In fact § myself
very Trequently have sessions
-with them in order to tap
their brains for whatever it
is worth and | found it-cx-
tremely useful, but to have
them really working, that is
vnim, to be much more dif-
fionit,
. Dr.Tan: Because unless
they really work full time,
they really cannot con-
tribute  substantially  the
knowledge that you want, to
buiid up the higher
technology that you tatked
wl. They come and advise
vou-id other offictals ta
sredtty notsatisfacton
Dut i ovou foh thew,
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