. hasten

Dr,. Tan:
ed as-Minister of Trade
and: Industry and have
been successtul in attrac-

ting: foreign investors to
~ this: country.
.even set up a

You have
“‘one stop
“agency” to smoothen and
things for in-
veslors,

But are you awarc of
the delays,
and even corruption that

cause many businessmen -

to tear their hair with
rage? How do you pro-
pose to rectify this state
of affairs?

Dr Mahathir: Well the
Bily thing 1 can say is thal
you are exaggerating things
quite a bit, Most
businessmen in this country
do not feel that frustrated.

They would be even
more {rustrated in

few where things take five or

. Six~venes” before :mylhmg

gets done but in this country
they are done, may not be as
quickly as the businessmen
want them but are done and
q dou’t think they tear their
hair with rage. )

But we are doing
everything possible to rectify
the situation. [ mean when |
was there. | set up this “one
stoff ageney™ and now we
are trving to curb corrup-
tion, we are \I\H\g to miake
the Government more effi-
cient not ouly for  the
businessmen’s need but also

You have serv-

frustrations

other
countries and | can name a

wouldn’t say in Singapore.
Quite a lot of so-called
developed countries are
slower than us. You (ry to g
to- Italy and try and do
something there.

Dr Tan: I would say it
but [ won't dare to point it.

Dr Mahathir: 1 won’t
dare to point it also. I can
name quile a few where it is
most frustrating cven for us
to go and see.

Dr Tan: No, but I think
if this “one stop agency,” if
it really is a *‘one stop agen-
cy.” it should give prompt
replies.

Dr Mahathir: It is not
possible for me to put all the
most senior officials there.
Invariably the official will be
middle ‘rung ones who
would have to consult senior
officials because if I were to
put senior officials there
they will be doing nothing.

Then of course, we are
wasting a lot of efforts but if
L allow them to do
something else then  they
won't be altending to these
people.

LOW EBB

So ta find the correct
level of officers is a very dif-
ficult problem but never-
theless having them located
in one smg,lc location lias
improved the i image.

Dr Tan: It’s an improve-
ment [agree. but it does not
solve the problem of the
businessmen.

Dr Mahathir: | don't

HE

businessmen here are not
responsible for what is being
done by the Thatcher
Government. T would say
that the Government in this
country would do well to re-
appraise our foreign rela-
tions and not drop the old
and trusted ones as I men-
tioned in my question.

Dr Mahathir: Yes, but
that is your view. it is not a
question,

Dr. Tan: Are you aware
that many.of our old friends
abroad are a little jiltery
about the way their relation-
ship with this country have
coo.ed since you took over?

Dr Mabhathir: If they are
jittery about it, they can do
something about it, They
know the reasons for the
relationship with this coun-
try being cooled. So if they
fzel that is a bad thing, to
have bad relationshtip, 1
think  ‘they should do
something about it. They
can't wail for us to do it.

Tan: The Aliance
Goverament enacted the In-
ternal Security - Act. This
«was followed by the Barisan
Nasional Gavernment pass-
ing the Essential (Security
Cases) Regulations  Act.
This has greatly restricted
fundamental liberties in this
country. You maintain that
these laws are necessary 1o
curb terrorism in this coun-
try but as you are aware
repressive laws have not ever
achieved that. objective in
other countries?

Granted that there must

4
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was that the gunmen had in
their possession a gun.

. .

Dr Mabhathir: But the
law says quite distinctly that
possession of a gun is
punishable by the death
penalty, so they are not in-
nocent in so far as the law is
concerned. The law may be
harsh 1 would agree with
you.

Dr. Tan: [ am asking for
the removal of some of the
more abnoxious provisions
of the law, [ am not asking
for the removal of the law-
although as a Human Right
activist 1 would like to see
both these sets of Taw remov-
ed. )

And I have spoken about
this as you know in Parlia-
ment. [ am not speaking to
you in the privacy of this
room bul my view on this
are known. What 1 am say-
ing is that lots of people now
in Death Row. (I am told
there are 31 of them) and |
am sure not all of them have
been caught with possession
of arms with the intention of
shooting down anybody, but
perhaps with the mistaken
idea  of [frightening
somebody of same of them
may be asked to carry a
parcel and got caught with
A

Dr Mahathir:, The courts
take full account of all the
circumstances and even
then when the court has
found all these people guilty

and sentenced them to be

hanged, the Pardon’s Board

a

so whercas there are lots ot
cases where perhaps a life
pmprisonment may be 2
more humane and ap-
propriate sentence.

Dr Mahathir: Well,
there is the Pardon’s Board. -

Dr. Tan: As I said, 1 on-
lv know of one case.

Dr mahathir: There are
more than one case, 1 can
assure youy

Dr. Tan: There is a ge-
nuine fear among non-
Muslimis of all religious in
this country that religions
freedom in our country is
slowly but surely and
deliberately being curtailed

e.g.-
® the ban on the Bible in
Bahasa Malaysia — now

partially lifted;

® restrictions on  the
building of non-Muslim
places of worship;

® deicntion of a shipment
of the Bible in Bahasa Tii-
donesia by the Speaal
Branch, since then this ship-
ment has been releascd.

ALKITAB

> Can you assurce the none
Muslims of Malaysia that
the Barisan Nasional
Government will guaraniee
freedom of worship and that
includes the right to buy,
sell and use of the Alkitab in.-
Bahasa Malaysia. and tb%
alienation of land o ihe's
non-Muslims to build their
own places of worship? ‘
Dr Mahathir: There is °
cerlainly no intention to -

¥



[or everybody else.

This we are doing adl the
time. But if you have any
specific idea, I am willing fo
tearn. S

Dr. Tan: 1 tell you what
it's true, what you say, if you
look at some of our
neighbours, they are worse
than what we are, but unfor-
tunately we are comparing
with our nearest neighbeur
and 1 was talking about this
the otlier day (o a very good
businessnyn, :

He wold me  Doctor.
what I8 happening in this
country?  You g0 o our
nearest  neighbour, T (et
them about  my  project:
these are the things 1 need

and they look at my plans -

and ask me ail sorts of ques-
tions, then they say ‘you
come back within a fort-

nighy.” 11 they have anything
they wamt to clear up they
ring me up aud 1 give them
the reply. Within a fortnight
evervthing iy done for me.
Here after six months things
are still not moving,”

Dr Mahathir: Again, |
sav that iUy not bad con-
sidering that we have 13 dit-
ferent states to deal with.
land matters are under state
control and then we have the
different authorities which
(e NeCessary.

You can’t do away with
that but despite all this, we
are able to process the ap-
plication much faster than
most of the countries.

Dr Tam: H T may say so.
that is no consolition 1o say
we are faster. If we are
taster  than some of the
African countries then we
are nowhere.

3¢ Mahathir: No. 1

guarantee to solve all their
problems.

Dr. Tan: Now that you
have directed us ta look East
does it mean that we will be
dropping some uf our old
and trusted friends in the
next quarter of a century
and recultivate new ones in
the East?

Qur relations, expecias-
ly in trade, with the United
Kingdom are at a low ebb
but do you think that Japan
or Korea can come to our
aid the way that Great Bri-
tain did during Confronta-
tion should the need arise? -

Dr Mahathir: We really
can’t tell, T doubt whether
Britain would come o our
aid il we have a Confronta-
tion now.

Dr. Tan: The cir-
cumstances are cntirely dif-
ferent now, They wounld say
they will think twice abow
supporting us. Althat time,
atthough we were indepen-
dent. we had a detenee trea-
tv with them. but now we
don’t have that treaty.

Dr Mahathis: So rela-
tiouship between countries
depends upoen cir-
cumstances. Somebody may
be vour cnemy one day and
v friends the next day.
Similarhy’ somebody. miay be
sery willing ‘1o help vou at
one thne but may aot be
willintg at other time and -
stead of them there may be
other people willing 1o help
you. :

Our poliey is of conrse to
be as Triendly as possible 10
evervhods but when people
are not friendly towards us
ity very diffivalt for us e
reitet inoaosery friendly way
with them

De. Tane

The poor

be some erosion of Human
Rights in a situation such as
aurs where we are faced with

-imternal insurréction on a

small scale. Will you con-
sider amending some of the
more abnbxious provisions
in both these two sets of
laws? ‘

Dr Mahathir: In the tirst
place I would contest the
description “insurrection on
a small scale. People are still
dying and today if you read
the report. one police
sergeant was shot dead at
the border. In order to make
sure that people who arc
very free. with the use of
guns are suilably punished,
we lave to enact this law
and the only way we can
modily the taw, and the only
ogcasion s when we find
people are less (rigger hap-
py-

This Liw was in fact
cniacted, 1 oremember very
distinetly, when Ton Razak
was still Prime Minister and
it was beeause sonie gunmen
very Treely shot some
jewellery shop salesmen and
the like.

That is why it was

" enacted. It was not enacied

because we feel we should
hang people but because of
the thing happening first. Tt
was our reaction (o that.
Now, for us to modifv. we
must have something hap-
pening 1o show that people
arc loss gun happy.

Dr. Fan: But as. vou
know in the progess of cn-
forcing the law, | am con-
vineed, tots of tunocent pew-
ple have been haneed
despite our tidependentand
fair judictary because all
that needed o be proved

nas not allowed the hanging
1o be carried out. A number
of them have had their
sentenced commuted.

GUILT

Dr. Tan: Off hand I can
only think of one case of the
veung boy in Penang.

Dr Mahathir: That's the
only one thal you ¢an record

but I eun el you that there

were a number of people
who were  sentenced but
their  sentence had  been
commutcd 10-life imprison-
ment.

Dr. Tan: Their
sentences have been com-
muted to life imprisonment.
{t would help the Govern-
ment i great deal, il 1 may
say so that this news about
these people is published to
show that the taw, although
Larsh, is not demanding an
eve foraneye. .

Dr Mahathir:  But of
course as far as the courts
are  concerned - they  are
satisfied of guilt and they
have sentenced according to
the faw but the faw also pro-
vides (hat  ail death
sentences must be reviewed
and during the review by the
Pardon’s “Board. people
have  had” their senlence
commuted to life imprison-
ment. o

Dr. Tan: The sort of
thing that I hope the
Government would want to
review s this, question of
mandatory deatle sentenee.
Tiwt feaves the court no
aliernative. The court it i
finds e accused gailty and
the sdeath seatenee s the o
v it ae can pro-
venree atid they have to do

curb freedom of worship in
this  country. Now the
publication of the Bible in
Bahasa Malaysia has
created a littfe biv of
unecasiness among Muslims
because they Teel that this is
an attempt to try and con-
vert Muslims.

Now we as the Govern-
ment have to tell them that
this is not so but it is up to
the people who are using the
Bible in Bahasa Malaysia to
confine it to Christians or to
other non-Muslims. If you
try to dissemmate it among
Muslims then you are going
to create problems because
the. law provides that no
non-Muslim missionary may
carry out the activities
among Muslims.

That is the law. That is
why there is the fear about
the Alkitab. Now we have
allowed the Bible in Bahasa
Indonesia to come in. It is
the duty of the people con-
cerned to sec that these do
not get into the hands of
Musliss or that there is no
deliberate attempt made to
wy and teach Muslims the
contents  of the  Bible
because  that would  be
wrong aceording to our pre-
SNt constitution,

That s why this thing
has,_ happened. not so much
o suppress Christianity as
1o proteet Muslims. .

De. Tan: Welll T fully
support your view. Have you
et seen the changed cir-
vumstanees of this country.,
becanse of the success of the
drive of the government in
pPropagating Bahasa
Madavsia, The present and
luire wencrations are only
conversant in Bahasa



Mulaysia so how do we com-
- municate with them? You
can’t communicate with
them in English, you can’t
communicate with them in
Mandarin or Tamil so we
have to use the language :
they undérstand. -~ !

Dr Mahathir: 1 know
but this problem is not just |
because the Bible is in
Bahasa Malaysia. Adver-
tisements with regards to li-
quor in Bahasa Malaysia
has been objected to by
Malays. by Muslims -
because they say this is try- |
ing to propagate the use of
liquor among Malays. We
are facing a problem here.

Dr. Tan: I would sup-
port that.

Dr Mahathir: You
would support that but a lot

of people say the people in |

this country speak Bahasa
Malaysia, how do we com-
municate? How do we.
advertise? You see. and this
is adilemma for the Govern-

ment. You must understand :

that.

Dr. Tan: I agree, but :

you see. generally in this -
country, the non-Muslims of
whatever religion have ac-
cepted what is in the Con- !
stitution of Malaysia, that :
there is a  “Cordon
Sunituire’” round the
Muslims and they would not
iry o propagate ‘their
religion among the
Muslims. except you know,
in every society, you have .
some cranks.

Iy for the Government
1o deal with these people.
The difficulty of the non- .
Muslimis  particularly .the
Christians, is that you can
only communicate with the
present and the -future
generation in Bahasa
Malaysia. Hence this use of ;
the Bible in Bahasa
Malaysia. I we cannot im-
port, if we cannot buy and
sell them what will happen?
You see, this ban was lifted”
only partially. -

| RESTRICTION .’

./Dr. Tan: 1 ‘agree with : policy. At times the hands
you, bul you know, ever and
sinée Shah Alam-was ithe

1 of the Government, -
e who are working

X ‘i‘l?li'ey can use them, . built, no other religious jon the grm.md._ they just
that's all in the gazette -body has been able:lo get a_react to a situation without -

notification. They still can-  piece of land:heére (6 builda: thinking. But when_ the

not buy and sell them. If you': place of worship except the ;.

cannot buy and sell, how
can you say it is ‘not a

‘ Muslims.

| . Dr Mahathir: ‘T don't

restriction "on religious  know about Shah'Alam, but ,

freedom?
Dr Mahathir: Because

I know in Petaling Jaya, for
: example, there ars so-many ;.

we have'to have some form | new churches and Siamese:
of control but what you are | temples as well. :

saving is that is a restriction

Dr. Tan: P.J.'.‘asryou*

. onyou, [Uis not a restriction 1 know. was. ‘founded in'!
on you. It is not because of ' Templer's -time..” At . that}

trying 1o stop the religious
frecdom in this country.- -

Dr. Tan: If 1 cannot buy
and sell the Bible in-Bahasa
Mualaysia then it is a restrie-

o,

Dr Mahathir: But cer-
tainly, there are other
© mechanisms by which you
can distribute the Bible.
The church can do that for

| example.

. Dr. Tan: But you can-
tnot

Iy that you cannot buy and
s sell. oo

: done by certified bodies 1
" think it would be legal.

Dr. Tan: No, 1 have
-gone over agaip and con-
sultea our lawyers. 1 do
hope you will leok into that.

Dr Mahathir: I will look
into that. ’

-Dr. Tan: Because this
concerns the church very
seriously. If the church can-
not buy and sell then what
can we do. How can we
preach the word.

Dr Mahathir: Well, we

can look into that but as to |

restrictions on building of
non-Muslims places of wor-
ship, this is not true. But we
have to have some control
over the building of the.
places of worship simply

because as you know in Hin-
duism for example you find -
a big tree, you begin with a°
small alter there, before you"
know there is a big temple in
somebody’s compound.
This is our problem.

. The ban says very clear- |

. Dr Mahathir: Butif it is |

o Dr. Mahathir: I know,

{ime there was no ‘restric-"
-+ tions * whatsoever.-Now. - in;;
Shah Alam,. they, won’t say..
v 1l'thcy won't give.land but they |
. are t'considering,: - they:are'
neonsidering ~and they' are
*still considering. It'is things ;
like this. The other thing is!

l .
{* 'Dr Mahathir: But cer-
- tainly that is not the Federal |
[, Government’s policy nor the.:
i nation’s policy. :
Dr. Tan: From time to
-time you have conferences !
‘with the MBs and.-we hope
that you will pass the word
i around that they should ap-
| prove application for land. .
¢ Shah Alam’is a good exam- |
¢ ple. Don’t ask me to look at !
| the mosques coming up. We
' have applied for this land .;
;even before Shah Alam '
* came up but we still can't
. getland. A
I give you another exam- :
ple. In Subang Jaya, there
"was a land that was’
- allocated. by the developer ',
- for a church, The moment
| the State Goyernment-found* .
.it out, they"took, overithe -
land. So, yoy see, does that,
. tell us that-there is-restric- .
© tion or noton religion? " ¢
* Dr Maha
| look into that, - o
! Dr. Tan: And this deten- ;

!
{
i

! tion of the Bible that I have -
s hope se, bat we would not
be Jable o say what o the

) mentioned before. . Since
{ then they have been releas-
i ed. Although the shipment’
: has been released it caused a_
| great deal of uneasiness.
- among the Christians.

_ but this js_not Government ~ ¢

‘:)nu\l’c cohiesive s

“think 1he imbalances that

thir: We can

¢ Butif the present measures

Govérgment gets ¢ know
aboulit, we can take action, |
T_his‘ism factwhat we did, !
. 'Dr. Tan: 1'do hope this
will he published, T do hape
the relevant olficers  will |
take note. I does create lots |
of uncasiness. ;
Bible being classified as
subversive  material, o that,.,
created  a. preat deal Cof
uncasiness. Would you like |

to repiy further Lo this ques: —= -

‘Gon of religious freedom? .

© D Mabathir: Well, 1
have already assured vou. .
that refigious freedom will
be upheld. : .
Dr. Tan: Now, one-final. -
question. You and [ have
been actors in the fiest 28 ¢
veags ol our Merdekazang it
Is ol likely iat both of us
wiit be around when we
N ate cur Goiden
Jubwice. 23 verts hencer So
for wpee bendid ok fuwre
generaiony can you look at
e ervstal bl and et us
Low whal vou see i shire
fer s an e text 28 vears?

by Mahathiv: Well, e
e nigs Lee s couniny

As b
seStieal stability and raptd,
developieni. Fsee owaen”
~ety and ]

we  find now  would  be
diminished very very great-
ly and 1 think we will be
well on the way to building
a united and greater-Malay-
sia. N .

Dr. Tan: Do you see by
the time we gelebrate var
Golden Jubilee, the restrie-
Hons hased on ree will be
romoved?

Dr Mahathiv: T should

future generation would say,

being raken o opeduee im-
balanees are successtul by
then [ should tink that e
mostof .

Oue of \
forees i s cowtiry s o
france )
which is not hased oot !
car this moment. Yo seel
Fovhat wall be retioees o
Ppased vnneri by
we, ceelebrate
Juinlee?

vided Ui progress s e
[ITRINY

I TTIRF LU LIL A N

Or. Tan: For ‘example.
the most divisine
universities

toooar

;
e
wboe
he fme g

Coolden

maintaimed i

ECL RN 4

our

Dr Mahathir: Welll pre-
is  being !
and e dispanuies
remmed, [ think s possi-

Chaje this restrictionTor gquots

wiil be dong away or redac- s §
wdat feast .

s o e e e
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