
Dr.. ‘ran: You IGWC XI-W. 
cd as.Minister of Trade 
and: Industry and have 
been successful in attrac- ~ 
ting: foreign investors lo 

_ this-‘.country. You hnve 

’ :* 
.eveli set., up ;I “one stop 
Qmzy’: to smoolhen nnd 

. +.. hasten things for in- 
vcstors 

But’are you aware of 
: the delays, frustrations 
I and even corruption that 

cause many businessmen 
lo te;:r their hair with 
rage? How do you pro- 
pose to rectify this sti~lc 
of affairs? 

Dr Mrc’hathir: Well ihc 
aiilgKig-rX~~ is tllnl 

w .-- 
wouldn’t sav in Sinranorc. 
Quite a 61 of s&&cd 
developed countries are 
slower than us. You lry to go 
IO Italy and Iry and do 
something there. 

Dr Tan: I would say it 
but I won’t dare to point it. 

Dr Mahathir: I won’t 
dare to point it also. I cm 
name quite a few where it is 
most fruslraling even for us 
to go and see. 

busincssmcn here arc nob 
responsible for what is being 
done by the Thatcher 
Gosernment. I would say 
that the Government in this 
country would do well to rc- 
appraise our foreign rela- 
lions and not drop the old 
and trusted ones as 1 mcn- 
tioned in my question. 

Dr Tan: No. but I think 
if this “one stop agency.” if 
it really is a ‘*one stop agen- 
CY.” it should give prompt 
replies. 

Dr Mahathir: It is not 
possible for me IO put all the 
most senior officials there. 
Invariably the official will he 
m&Idle rung 0~0s who 
would have IO consult senior 
officials because if I were lo 
1x11 senior officials there 
they will bc doing nothing. 

Then of ccx~sc. we arc 
wasting a lot of efforts bul if 
1 allow them to do 
somclhillg else Ihcn they 
won’1 bc attending to lhcsc 
pconlc. 

LOW EBB 

.% to find the ctu-rect 
ICvcl of offiecrs is a very dif- 
ficull problem but ucvcr- 
lhclcss having lhcm I~~lcd 
in one single localion Ila\ 
improvcd~hc image. 

Dr Tan: II’S an improve- 
mcnt I agree. but it does noi 
bolvc IIIC problem of the 
businessmen. 

Dr Mahathir: I don’t 

Dr Mahathir: Yes, but 
that is your view. it is not a 
question. 

Dr. Tag: Are you aware 
that many.‘of our old friends 
abroad arc a little jittery 
about the way their I,elntion- 
ship wilh this country have 
coo.ed since yen look over? 

Dr Mnhathir: If they are 
jittery about il. they can do 
something about it. They 
know the reasons for the 
relationship with this coun- 
try being cooled. So if they 
Ix1 that is a bad thing, ICI 
have bad rclationsllip, I 
think thcv should do 
somclhing iboul it. They 
can’t wail lor us lo do it. 

Dr. Tan: The Alliance 
G~~rnnicn~ ennclcd the ln- 
tcrnal Security ACI. This 

*was followed by the Bnrisnn 
Nasional Governmenl pass- 
ing the Essential (Security 
Cases) Kc~ulations Act. 
This ha> grcaily restricted 
fundamental libcrtics in this 
clwmiry. You lll;~illlaill Illal 
Iluc huh arc necessary 11) 
curb Icrrorism in this coun- 
try bul as you arc nwnrc 
rcprcssive laws have noi ever 
achieved that objective in 
other countries? 

Granted that there must 

‘I, SE? ssa2, 
was lh;ll the gunmen had in 
their possession a gun. 

Dr Mahathir: But the 
law says quite distinctly that 
possession of a gun is 
punishable by the death 
penally. so they arc not in- 
nocenl in so far as the law is 
concerned. The law may bc 
harsh I would ngrce with 
you. 

Dr. Tan: I am asking for 
ihe removal of some of the 
more abnoxious provisions 

of the law, f am not iiskitig 
for the removal of the law. 
nlihough as B Human Right 
activist I would like to set 
bolh lhese sets of law remov- 
cd. 

And I have spoken about 
this as you know in Pnrlia- 
ment. I am not speaking to 
you in the privacy of this 
room but my view on this 
arc known. Whnt 1 am sny- 
ins is that lots of people now 
in Dcnth Row. (I am told 
there arc 31 of Ihcm) and I 
uii sure no1 nil of lhcm hitve 
hcen caught with possession 
~rf nrms &th the intention of 
shooting down anybody. bul 
perhaps with the mislakcll 
idea of frightening 
somebody or Mrne of then: 
may he asked IO carry a 
parcel and go1 c~ghl with 
.il. 

Dr Mahaihir:.Thc courts 
lake lull acc~~n, of all the 
circumslanccs and even 
then when \hc CO\LT~ has 
found all IIICW people guilty 
and scuknced them to be 
hunpcd, 111c Pardon’s Board 

so wIIcrc2s there arc lots 0t 
cases where perhaps 2 lift 
imprisonment may be T. 
more humane and ap- 
propriate scntcnce. 

Dr Mnhsthir: Well. 
there is the Pardon’s Board. 

Dr. Tan: As I said, 1 on- 
Iv know of olle case. 

Dr Mahathir: There are 
mure than one case, I can 
assure you! 

Dr. Tan: There is a gc- 
nuinc fear among non- 
Muslims of all religious in 
this country that religions 
Ireedom in our country is 
slowly but surely and 
deliberately being curtailed 
c.g.:- 
l the ban on the Bible in 
Bahasa Mnlavsia - now 
pa&II) lifted-; 
0 restrictions on the 
building of non-Muslim 
places of worship; 
0 detention of a shipment 
of ~hc Bible in Bnhnsa ‘ii,- 
doncsia by the Spcc~~l 
Branch, since ~hcn this ship- 
mcnt has hcen relc:wxl. 

AMTAB 

“t* Gin you assure the non. 
Muslims of Malaysia that 
the Bnrisan Nasional 
Gorernmen~ will guaraniee 
Freedom of worship and thaw 
includes the right IO buy, 
sell and use of the Alkitab in.: 
Bahasn Malaysia, and tb? J 
aliennlion nf land to he ; 
non-Musliins IO build their : 
owl1 places of worship? 

Dr Mahathir: There is 
cerlninly no intention lo 



Icarll. 
Dr. I-an: I icll you’what 

be some erosion of Human 
Kighls in B situation such as 
ours where we are faced with 
inlcrnnl. insurr&tion on a 
xmcdl xalc. Will you con- 
Gdcr ;~nlctldill~ some of lhe 
m~vc’ ;Ihnnsiou\ lmwisiolis 
ill Ixrlll II1c5c In0 WI\ <>f 



Malaysia so how do we com- 
munica1e with them? You 
can’1 communicate. with 
them in English. you can’t 
communicate with them in 
Mandarin or Tamil so we 
have to use the language 
they undirstand. . 

Dr Mahalhir: I know 
but this problem is not just 
because the Bible is in 
Bahasa Malaysia. Adver- 
tisements with regards IO li- 
quor in Bahama Malaysia 
has been objected IO by 
Malays. by Muslims 
because they say this is try- 
ing to‘ propagate the use of 
liquor among Malays. We 
are facing a problem he,=. 

Dr. Tan: I would sup- 
port that. 

Dr Maha!hir: upu 
would suoaort .lhal but (I lot 

not buy nnd sell them. If you’ &ice of worsh’ip except the ‘i. 
cannot buy and sell, how Muslims. “. 
can you xay it is not a : Dr Mahalhir: ,I don’t, 
;;ez.;ctcm on religious ,,know about Shah &am. but : 

I know in Pelaliny Jayr. for 
Dr Mahathir: Eecauae : example. there a13 so,many I 

we have’to have some form I new churches and Siamese 
&)I control but wh&t_o~ am ! temples as well. “. 
silyinp ib lhal is a restriction Dr. Tan: P.J.. as you 
0~ y0t1. II is not a restriction (know.’ was. ‘founded in ’ 
011 ,,vw. II is no1 because of. ’ Templer’s time. ; AI thatj 
~ryng II) ship the religious time there was: no ‘restric-: 
freedom iii this country.- 

Dr. ‘ran: If 1 canncit buy 
lions whatsoever.’ Now in, 

autl 
/ Sllali Alan1 they.wonKt.saj:’ 

4 ~hc Bible in.Bahasq , I-they qon’t. &e.lapd, but t&y, ’ 
Malaysia then ii is a restric- ! ;lie ! ‘considering., thei?ire’ 

-‘and they. are 
considering. It is things; 

like this. The other thing is 1 

lion. 
Dr Maha:hir: But cer- 

tainly. lhcre are other 
mcch;ruisms by whiih you 
can dislribute the Bible. 

of be&i by the people in i 
this country speak Bahas;t 

The church can do that for 

Malaysia. how do .we com- 
\ example. 
! Dr. Tan: But you can- 
’ not. The ban says very &or- 

ly that you cannot buy mid 

1 ‘, Dr Mahathir: But cer-,\ 
tainly lhat is no1 the Federal i 

/, Government’s policy nor the 
: nation’s policy. 

Dr. Tan: From time to 
time you have conferences 

“with the MBs and we hope : 
i that you Will pass the word \ 
i around that tliey should ap- : 

prove application for land. 
/ 

; 
Shah Alam is a good exam- 1 

; yle. Don’t ask me to look at / __. 

mu&ate? How do wea 
advertise? You see. and this 
is adilemma for the%ovem- 
nynt. You must undersland 
1haL c 

Dr. Tan: I agree. but 
you see generally in this 
country. the non-Muslims of 
whatever religion have ac- 
cepted what is in the Con- 
stitulion of Malaysia. thr1 
there is a “Cordoii 
Sulliruirr” round the 
Muslims and they would not 
try 10 propagate I:%: 
religion among 
Muslims. except you know. 
in cwry snciely. you have 
some cr;mk.\. 

! Sell. 
- 

; .. Dr Mahathir: But if it is 
i hone by certified bodies I 
’ think ituould be IegaI. 

Dr. -Tan: No, f have 
gone 0ver again nnd con- 

sulteo our lawyers. I 00 
hope iou will look into that. 

Dr Mahathir: I wil.1 look 
into that. ’ 

-Dr. Tan: #Because this 
concerns the church very 
seriously. If the church can- 
not buy and sell then what 
can we do. How can we 
preach the word. 

It’5 for the Government 
IO deal with ihcsc people. 
The difficulty ol the non- 
Muslinis particularly lhe 
Chrislians. is Ihal you can 
only communicalc with the 
present end I~C future 
g c n e r ii t i 0 n in Bahasa 
Malaysia. Hence this use of 
the Eible in Bahasa 
Malaysia. II we cannot Im- 
port. if we cannot buy and 
sell them what will happen? 
You see. this ban was lifted 
only partially. 

Dr Mahrthir: Well, we 
can look into that but as to 
restrictions on building of 
non-Muslims places of wor- 
ship, this is not true. But we 
have to have some control 
over the building of the 
places of worship simply 
because as you know in Hin- 
duism for example you find 
a big tree, you begin with a 
small alter there, before you 
know there is a big temple in 
somebody’s compound. 
This is our oroblem. _ 

I the mosques conlmg up. We . . _ . 
have apphed for this land 
even before Shah Alam 

” came up but we still can’t 
get land. 

I give you another exdm- : 
pie. In Submg Jaya, there 
was .a land that. was 
allocated by the developer 
for a church. The,,moment 

; the Stale Goyernment:fqubd * 
it out. fhey’~t&$oveq:the.- 
land. So, yoq s;et; &es thq 
te!I us that there is’re&C- 

’ tion or not on nligi&? :. * Dr Mahthir: We .‘can 
/ lookintc@at,’ _ 

l ’ 
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