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In a hard-hitting and wide-ranging presidential
speech that took all of 90 minutes to deliver, Datuk Seri:

Dr Mahathir:

"® Slammied those “in sheep’s clothing” who wanted’
Umno to “waste time fighting shadows” by exploiting

the Freemason bogey.

® Warned Pas leaders w

astray. .

ho are leading Muslims

® Expounded the meaning and significance of
Malaysia’s Look East policy and our foreign policy.

@ Hit out at the opportunists within the party.

® Emphasised the need for business management'
prises and the importance of

expertise in public enter
economics. \

He stressed: “We cannot affor

ligent.”

d to be weak or neg-

Umno’s is a struggle without end; “each moment is aj
beginning and each beginning needs an indomitable
spirit and careful but firm steps. To ensure effective-

ness, our struggle must have one spirit, one voice, one

action.

“After all these years of struggle, we must realise
that with the passing of time and the changing world,
we too have changed. We must see In perspective our’
independence, our triumphs and achievements, as well

-'as our weak-

nesses and fail-
ures; we must be
self-critical,

"honest ,and

mature.’ o
**Although we

ent for 25 vears, we

ligion, our people and
our country to a much
stronger position, to

: ensure the well-being

and happiness of gen-
erations to come.” -
Datuk Seri- Dr
Mahathir stressed that a
nation’s happiness- is
founded on unity, justice, -
harmony, prosperity,
well-being and stability.
Honour and dignity, he
said, do not depend on

: just one factor.

All these factors are
inter-related and cannot
be easily achieved, need-
ing firm and courageous’
action, sacrifice, and in-
tellectual. as well as
physical effort.

“Today as a member
of the world communjty,
we face.-many challenges.-
Within our country, the
communist threat still
exists, clements out to

bring disunity to the pgo-..
ple and destruction to the -
nation are active, infla- -
tion has not gone down, '
the prices of raw materi-

als have yet to recover
and stabilise, the nation’s

export has declined. We!"

must exercise thrift and;
plan the nation's expen-
diture more carefully. -

“On the international.
scene, economic be-:
cession continues. As a

‘fis wasted i1 talking and”

making recolutions that

_get nowhere. Mankind is

istill far from peace and

‘comfort in life.

:  “In the Islamic world,
_bloodshed and.squabbl-
“ing still divide Muslims.’
. We arc made fun of and’
‘treated with- contempt.
i The 'big powers are. still .
-at loggerheards, still ex- .
\‘Ap_loiti_ng weak nations -in
' their proxy warfare, still
' violating our honour and
. dignity. -
' “At a time when man-
i kind is so advanced in
“knowledge, primitive
. values still prevail in in-
Iternational politics, so
'that humanity loses its
. meaning.”

- In. a situation so
‘fraught with challenges,
/he said“all we haveisthe
option of increasing our
resilience, ability and ca-
pacity in all ficlds so that
we cannot be dcceived
and treated wantonly by
others. .

“We mus{ corrcct our
stand ‘and atltitude; we
must lay out our strategy
for action; and we must
redeem fully the honour
and dignity of our pcople,
rcligion and country.”

Vot

small developing nation,. -
although we have rich

natural resources and

have been independ'--' are not prone to the natu-
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