
PENANCYMon. - Ho told (he l’wmers 

Prime Mi&tor Datuk ho was not impiyinfi 
S-1 Dr Mehathlr ---<;Chnt’thc:- Government 
~l~,today sug. Y :v +&trying to acquire 
Rcflted to BItlik ’ pulnu !Y?+: 6$cir land. 
pad1 IarmOrS that they ?‘I Th B y w c r c o II 1 y 
pool their land to form 
“pad1 estates” to be run 

being ‘LS@Jl,~,O Hollow a 
colllp~ql~i”t~’ malll,~gC 

along the lines of rub. their dstat&‘ior them, 
’ ho said. ber estales. 

“OIICC WC IIil.VC a. This would over- 
come the problem of 
padi land ‘ldlcness, hc 
added. (Most padi plots 
are ldlo bacs.usc 
farmers have aban, 

; doned the17 because of 
: poor returns.) 

I He said such land 
‘-could be managed like 

an Industry by pro. 
, fcesional people and, 

the land owners could 1 
bccomc shareholders. 
Tho number of clhnrcx 
they would own would 
depend ‘on the ~17,~ of 
their land. 

The Prlmc Mlnlstcr 
made the suggestion n,f. 3 
ter visltilig II pllot 
projoct to rehabi1itat.e 
neglected pad1 land in 

Sungei Buronp. here. 

_ :__ ,_; -. 
.3n the United Siaies, 

he yaid, one family ‘i 
could manage a farm of 
3,000 acres and get at: 
tractive returns for it. 

“Likew.ise in our I 
fields, the fewer people 
employed, the better. 
The profits will be.; 
higher.” . 

I 

; just bk!oiv’d.~~‘f;iet.‘I’ ’ ..’ 
’ Whethe&’ &$pietic of’ 
land wa’g,;’ s.uitablk..:. 
wpuld depep$ ‘on the‘ 

‘farmers, he said. If not 
for padi, it couldbe suit, 
able for something else, 

‘he said. It would be up 
to farmers to find out 
what would be suitable 

‘for their land. 
ffe also urged the lo- 1 I 

II e s a i d 
shareholder.laud- 
owners would not only 
gel dividends but would- 
also be paid sqlsrics if 

..cal people io exploit 
barn boo 

‘. . - L_ I1 0 w u n - 
toucflcEI. He’ said the 

;‘Phllippines could make 
millions of dollarq from 
bambqo by being in- 

‘novative. :_ _ _ 

they worked in tho 
; fields. 

“Redundant labour 
aould be channelled to 

‘..alternativo work,” lie 
S&d. 

,_ 

He also told padi 
:’ farmers nbt to rely too 

,cpmper~y t0 Illil.lli~fi’(!! : muyn on government 
the land, we wo11’1~ need aid $ut to be independ- 
all the landowners to ,, ent. 

work in them any- He asked them not 
“to assume that govern- 
: 4nent subsidles were a 

/ porary aid, given .to put 
quire experts ;rnd the recipients’ on their 
modern nmchlncry.” feet, he said. I 

He SHid if emn*ll’plol.s He said Ponang had 
were to IN umagc!d by: a lot of fsources for 
individual f;~rmcrs, wealth. During his l~alf- 
they would fa,il; it would hour helicopter ride 
be ,unlmagjnablc h& over the .lsland before 
they could get Cractors meeting fhe far crs, 
to till their small fields. T he said, he saw pa chcs 

fle said there Would of white &an&said to bc 
not be a need to Omplo~ x ‘USeleSS for .PlantiW. 
‘many workers in, t11c ( “But this land 1s of high 
padi eeta,tes. : value,” he said. “It has 

,..-.* I ‘,slot of silica for mak- 
Ing glass. Our woalth is 

-. 

. 
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