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at. — Datuk Sgr; Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
said today that glven

. the gloomy world eco-
‘nomic situation,

Malaysians must ad-
just their spending
and strengthen the
foundations™ that will
increase their re-
silience in all fields.
The Prime Minister,
opening the Gerakan an-
nual general assembly
here, said: “We must not
watchidly the current cc-
onomic situation. We.
must adjust our spending
according . to our finan-
cial capability and vmw

spend ing, y
a

ys

:the situation. as’ an op-
portunity to strengthen
the foundations that will

increase our resﬂience in”

all fields.”

Datuk Seri Dr

Mahathir, whois also the

Barisan Nasional chair-
man, said all component
parties of the 'Barisan
must assist the Govern-
ment to make position
preparations '‘so that
- when the world economy

‘recovers, we will be in the .

forefront to make use of
all opportunities in an ex-
panding eéconomy."

He told the assembly

that he was leaving to-
night for New York to.
attend the Umted Na-

Dr

tions Genera] Assembly.
The international eco--

nomic and political situ-,
.ation, he said, was still at

a stage. that caused con-,
cern. :
Although Ma.lays:a

was not “seriously af--

fected, she could not

. ascertain when the situ-.
‘ation would return to nor-
‘mal, :

Concerned

“It is our hope that the
world economy will re-
cover by the middle of
next year,” he added.

On the political front,
the Prime Minister said
Malavsxa hoped that - a

I
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just solution would be.
- achieved in..West Asia
and . -the situation in
South-East Asia would
. become stable with a set-
tlement” of the Kam-
puchean problem.:’

world .community,

Malaysia was concerned
“that the unstable eco-
nomic and political situ- ;

- ation would bring with it -

'

prolonged and more com- |

plex problems.

To deal with the cur-
rent situation, it was nec-
essary for all concerned,

" especially .the developed

and big nations tostake |

‘really firm. . a.nd bold ac-
iy ‘tions.

~-Datuk Seri \Dr
Mahathir added that al-

" though, as ‘a'small coun-"

! try ‘Malaysia's contribu-
tion ‘towards solving
these major problems
~-would be like a drop in
' the ocean, it was her re-
sponsibllity Lo express

P “Althqugh it'is beyond
our powers to solve the

world, - our ' co- -operation

“onstrates” our 'concern

and sincerity in helping °
! "search for settlement to

mutual problems.”
1w -On’ the local political |
1 front, he cautioned
against wrongs Lper-
ceptans of politics

e

vnews as a concerned par- N

problems confronting the

" He said: “Politics is a

. means, not an objective. .
Taking politics as an ob-
~ 1 jective could blind us to

the real objectives: hap- -
; piness, stability and har- -

independent, sovereign
and progressive nation.”

The Prime Mihister
reminded that Barisan

- mony that should be en-
‘joyed by-the people of an

Nasional component

parties should always be
careful in the country’s
political development.

He urged the parties to |
always keep in mind the

perspectives and objec- !

tives of the Barisan as a |

whole.
“If the component par-
ty only cares about its

i" own perspective, then the
i Barigan will find humer-
As a member of the .

ous problems which will
affect its present under-

standing and discipline.” -

Malaysians should not

worry about the allega-

tions by some so-called
demdcracy interpreters

;. that the system existing -

Yo
with our, friends at -in- |
ternational forums dem- .
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here was not democratic,
he said.

“We believe that no ‘

two nations are the same
and nobody can say that

the system they practise :

mocracy,” he said.

.is the only true de- '

Malaysia, like any lib-

eral country, had limita-
tions on its ‘democratic
system to ensure that an-
archy and cha.os did not
reign.

on the lines of the West
was not real democracy,
he said as the."silent ma-
jority” “was suppressed
by the “ax:tivnst mmor-
ity.".

A hberal democracy‘

He said: “We are lucky ‘

that a ‘majority of the

Malaysian people under-
- -stand ‘our system to suit -
our needs, because if the -

majfority want a-'de-:.

mocracy ‘without limita-

freedom.
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. tions, the system:which-
will “finally- omerge will -
only’ bring aﬁg;exyf to all
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