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NEU YORK, SEPT 29 (EEfRNAMAi -- THE ECONOMIC,STRENGTH 
EACH ASEAN COUNTRY WLLL HAVE PO SE 8UILT UP SEFORE THERE 

OF 
COULD 

BE A REAL FREE FLOW OF TRADE AMONG THEMI PATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR 
M4AD>AID HERE TODAY. 

HIS WOULD ENSURE THAT THE BENEFKTS ACCRUING FROM THE LIFTING 
OF TRADE BARRIERS WOULD Bt$.q?UTUAL AND THE FLOW WOULD NOT SE IN 
ONE ‘DIRECTION. 

~‘,::. 

THE PRIME MiNISTER WAS ADDRESSIWG’A GRO&OF AMERICAN 
EXPERTS ON ASIAN AFFAXI3 AND OTHER INFLUENTI:AL FOREIGN POLICY 

! 

ADVlStiRS AT’A LUNCHECN iN PARK AVENUE YESTERDAY ON THE TOPIC 
+REG‘IONAL APPROACH TOrdARDS STABILITY+. 

HE .Ttji_.'j THE GROUP OF ABOUT 30 MEMBERS OF THE 
ASIA Si,.:fETY AND THE COUNCLL OF FOREIGN RELATIONS THAT THERE , 
WAS Pi0 GREAT HURRY AMONG THE GOVERNMENTS OF, ASEAN COUNTRIES AS WELL j 
AS 7HE RUSZNESS PEOPLE TO.LIFT TARIFF BARRIERS. 

+THE ECONOMIC STRENGTH OF’EACH COUNTRY MUST.BE.BUILT UP FIRST 
BEFORE THEY OPEN THE FLOOD-GATES. IT IS HOPED THAT ATkiUCH A TLMEI 
THE FLOW NIL/_ NO7 SE IN ONE DIRECTION,ONLY.. THE BENEFITS MUST 

%E MUTUAL9 +HE SAID. -- MORE f.l9W/fA 
m3s c.Fl 
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REFUTING -THE FAIRLY WLOESPREAD MISCONCEPTION A.MONG . 
FOREIGNERS THAT ASEAN WAS A FAILURE9 DATUK SERf DR MAHATMIR SAID 
THE GROUPING WA.S A SUCCESSm AS .It HAS BROUGHT ABOUT PROSPERITY 
AND STABILITY TO ITS MEMRERS. 

THERE, HOWEVER, REMAINS THE.THREA7 TO STABILITY,FROM NON- 
MEMBER NEIGHBOURS HE SAID. 

, 

+SU? ASEAN HAS SHOWN THAT ALTHOUGH IT-IS NOT A MILITARY 
GROUPING Y IT CAN COORDINATE ITS POLICIES..SO AS TO DETER THE KIND 
'2s; ADVENTURES THAT COUNTRIES STANDING ALONE’AND ECONOMICALLY TRO- 
UBLEDI ATTRACT* *WE SAID. 

AMONG THE COOPERATION DESL’GNED SY ASEAN TO WARD OFF THREATS 
IS THE CONCEPT OF THE,ZONE OF PEACE9 FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY 
(20 PFAN) WHICH REQUIRES THE COOPERATION OF THE BIG.POWERS. 

‘?-HI: PRIME MINISTER SAlD THAT THOUGH SUCH COOPERATION WAS NOT 
FOR.Ti!Ci;filING, NONE OF THE BIG PONERS WAS #IlLINk Tb SAY THAT 
THEY !3lSAPPROVE OF PEACE, FREEDOM OR NEUTRALITY IN SHOUTHEAST ASIA. 

FIN A SORT OF NEGATIVE WAY* ZOPFAN IS WORKING* * HE SAID. 
- --MORE 0945/PE 
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M4HATHli’ 3 NEW YORK 

HE SA1D.THA-f THE FIRST AND GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT OF ASEAN GlAS 
‘7”dE EXCHANGE OF MUTUAL EXPERlENCE 4Nr, ADMINISTRATIVE KNOW-HOW 
,WHXCH HAD LED.TO ECONWPC CROWTH:ANO STABILITY. 

+INNDEEO ‘I ALTHOUGH THE POLZTT_CA.L PROCESSES ARE DZFFERENT 9 
THE APPROACHES AND HANDLING OF PROBLEMS TEND TO SE SLMILAR- 
THUS ADDLNC POLITICAL STABILITY TO THE OVERHALL PICTURE-. 

+TODAY THE ASEAN FIVE ARE PROSPEROUS AND S-TABLE - RELATIVE 
TO THE REST OF THE WORLD AND CERTAINLY RELATEVE TO THE NEWLY 
INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES ELSEWHERE, +HE SAID. 

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAlD THAT IT WAS AN ACKNOWLEDGED FACT 
THAT THE ASEAN FIVE HAD ACHIEVED REMARKABLE PRdGRE,SS IN A WORLD 
WHERE ECONOMIC GROWTH HAD BECOME VERY LIMITED. 

-HE SAID THE ACHIEVEMENTS IN ECONOM’IC GROWTH WAS NOT AN 
ACCXDEMT BUT WAS MADE POSSZBLE BY THE POLICIES FOLLOWED BY THE 
ASEAN NATIONS5 POLfCiES WHICH WERE DEVXSED THROUGH LEARNING FROM 
EACH OTHER. -- MORE 0955lPA 
.._ _. 
?thHATHZi ‘4 NEU YORK 

BEFORE ASEAN WAS SE UPr THERE tdERE COUNTRXES IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA UHICH WERE TEMPTED TO BE ULTRA-NATIONALISTfC ECONOMICALLY. 
FOREI(I;N HOLDINGS WERE FORCIBLY NATIONALXSED. 

*BUT LEARNING FROM. OTHER ASEAN COUNTRLES THAT SUCH WAS NOT 
THE ROUTE TO PROSPERITY~ NATXONALISATION WbSOROPPED. GILL 
ASEAN COUNTRIES ARE NOW BELIEVERS IN FREE TRADE AND FREE ENTER- 
PRSSEI +THE PRIME MX’NXSTER SAID. 

+FOREIGN CAPITAL IS WELCOME BY ALL. INCENTIVES FiiR XN’VEST- 
MENTS ARE COMMON. JOINT-VENTWRES A.‘E POPULAR. 

+ON THE OTHER HAND,’ fHUOHESIA TAUGHT THE NEW SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
OIL-PRODUCING COUNTRZES 3OW TO BARGAlN WITH FOREIGN OIL .COMPANfESv 
+HE SAID. 

DATUK SERl DR MAHA’HIR SAID ALL THESE WEREI HONEVER; NOT NOTICED 
OR REGARr?EC- AS ASEAN ACHIEVEMENTS. 

+1N ‘THE EYES OF FOREIGNERS IN PARTICULARI ASEAN HAS FAILED 
BEdA’dSE IT HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO SEi. UP ,A COflMON MARKET? +HE SAID. 
--+ MORE OE258/PA 
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MAHATHSR J.NEW YORK 

HE EXPLAINED THAT A COMMON MARKET WAS NOT.WHAT ASEAN LEAOERS 
HAD IN MIND WHEN THEY DECIDED TO FORM THE GROUPIN6. 

PEOPLE EECAN TO TALK ABOUT AN ASEAN COMMON MARKET ONLY AFTER 
THE GRQUP WAS FORMED BECAUSE PEOPLE IMMEDSATELY THINK OF THE EUROPEA 

:‘g~f;CONOMIC COMMUNITY CEEC) WHEN THEY SAW SUCH A 6ROUPIN61 HE 

+;OR A LOT OF PEO?LEv NEXT TO SECURITYI ECONOMIC POWER IS 
THE ONLY REASON FOR A 6ROUPINC OF NEIGHBOURS. 

+FOREIGN’BUSINESSMEN SEE IN A GROUPING OF COUNTRIES A 
hiOLUTPON TO THE PROBLEM OF- OEALPNG WITH MANY COUNTRIES EACH WITH 
‘,‘ITS OWN LAWS AND PECULARITIES,+ HE SAID.. 

+HOW MUCH MORE SIMPLE IT WILL BE FOR THEM IF THEY CAN GAIN ENTRY 
INTO A FIVE-NATION MARKET THROUGH ONE COUNTRY THAT THEY ARE FAMZ- 
LXAR WITH. AND SO THEY WATCH HOPEFULLY FUR EVIDENCE THAT -THE CUSTOtlS 
BARRIERS BETWEEN THE ASEAN.COUNTRIES WOULD BE BROUGHT DOWNe 

+ALTHOUGH THOUSANDS OP ITEMS HAVE NQU BEEN ACCOROEO 
PREFERENTIAL TARIFFS1 A REAL BREAKDOWN OF CUSTO?IS BARRIERS HAS- 
NOT TAKEN PLACE. ASEAN X8 THEREFORE A FAILURE fN THE-EYES OF THESE 
PEOPLE?+ HE SAID. - HORE iO25IBW 

: _ 

.I MAHATHIR b NEW YORK’ 
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DATUK .SER-I OR., MAHATHLR SAID LOCAL SUSfNESS PE;PLE’ 
HOWEVERI ENTERTAINED FLFFERENT IDE,‘.S. 

+THE PISEAN MEMBER, WLTH .A SMALL 00MESTIC MARKET LI,KE l ‘. 
SENG’tPORE WOULD LXKE TO REMOVE .TARXFF BARRIERS. 

+BUT THE INDONESIAN QUSINESSMEN AND THE GOVERNMENi WOULD 
LIKE TO RETAIN THE POTiiNTIAL OF A 150 MILLION POPULATfON FOR 
THEMSELVES. SO WOULD THAILAND AND THE PHILIPPINESr EACH WITH A 
PcPULATION OF ABOUT 45 MILLION. ‘1 

“~MALAYSLA 15 NEITHER HERE NOT THERE. WITH A POPULATIOH OF ’ 1 
0NLY 14-l/2 MfLLIONr IT STILL MANAGES.TO HAVE THE BIGGEST PASSENGER 
CAR MARKET AMONG THE ASEAN FIVE. 

+LT IS COMPARATIVELY A MORE AFFLUENT MA’RKETr+ HE SAID. - MORE 
IO2B/BW 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF ASEAN DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID 
‘-iTHE GROUPING WAS SET UP WITH FAIRLY' LIMITED OBJECTIVESI ‘CONCEIVED 

AS A SIMPLE FORUM TO OVERCONE CO.MMUNICATIONS PROBLEM BETWEEN 1 , I 
;.NEIGHBOURS WHO THEN KNEW LITTLE ABOUT EACH OTHER. 

THE FIVE COUNTRIESI THOUGH ETHNICALLY SZMILAR’WERE. HISTORICALLY / 
: AND PULITIC4LLY DIVERSEI HE SAID. 

HE SAID ECONOMIC COOPERATION WAS NOT THE MOTIVE BEHIND THE 
I FORMATION OF ASEAN. NEITHIR WAS IT 4 STRATEGIC CONCEPT DESIGNED 
/ TO MAKE‘ THE FIVE NATIONS AN ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ENTITY TO 
; 0VERAWE ITS NEIGHBOURS. 

” 

*ASEAN IS SIMPLY 4 FAIRLY AD HOC’SOLUiiON TO A kOM?lUN-ICATL’ONS 
b+ROBLEM BETWEEN’NEICHBOURS WHO WERE STRANGERS TO EACH OTHER. ? 

*BUT ONCE IT WAS FORMED, MUCH MORE WAS EXPECTED OF. IT THAN I : 

UAS EVER IN THE MINDS OF THE FOUNDERS. IT IS,T’HIS EXPECTATION THAT 
$0: /’ ,_ 

MAKES ASE4N SEEM TO FALL’SHORT OF ITS OBJECTIVEi* HE SAID. -- MORE 
t,q”LS/MK 

-:.I’-- 
1 

NO’16 (F) 
\._, _ -- 

MAHATHIR B NEW YORK 
* ’ 

DATWK SERI DR MAHATHIR-SAID THAT ASEAN AS 4 REGIONAL CROUP1NG 
HAS HAD POSZTIVE RESULTS IN TERMS OF ECONOMIC PJWSPERITY. At9 
REGIONAL STABILITY. ’ ;.._:._ II” 

.,. _*,‘,.a 
.’ THE SUCCESS OR OTHERWSSE OF SUCH A’.REGIONAL 6ROUPLNG DI’Dy!#OT 

DEPEND ON THE CONCEPT OF NEIGHBOURLY COUPERATION ITSELF BUT~‘i:...s; 
DEPENDED MORE ON THE”WILLINGNESS TO KNOW 4ND UNDERSTAND EACibTHER 
AND ACCEPTING THE SHORTCOMIN~SI TO WORK WfTHtN tHE.C6NSfRAf~T8r HE , . i 
ADDED. 

DATUK SERL DR.MAHATHIR THLS MORNLN6,CALLED ON THE UNITED NATIONS:’ - 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, JAVIER PEREZ Df,CUELLAR AND ATTENDED 4 H4RI 
RAY4 GATHERING AT THE RESIDENCE OF THE MALAYSIA PERflANENT.REPRESEN- \ 
TATJVE TO THE UNv TAN SRI ZAINAL ABIDLN BIN SULONG. -- BERNAMA 
1028/MK 
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