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KUALA LUMPUR OCT. 4JTBERNAHA) - [DATUK SER]I DR. MAHATHIR
MOHAMAD SAID ToDAY HE TURNED DOWN BRITISH PRIME ﬁIHiSTERSS'
RERUES¥ FO MEET HIM IN LONDON DUE TO THE TIME CONSTRAINTS.

+1 WISH TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT I DID NOT INTENTIONALLY GIV
MRS, THATCHER THE REBUFF ... IF THE TIME 18 SUITABLE I WILL
SURELY ATTEND THE LUNCHEON WITH HER. +HE ADDED ON ARRIVAL HOME
FROM LONDON AFTER ATTENDING THE UNITED NQTIONS GENERAL. ASSEMBLY
IN NEW YORK.

THE PRIME MIMISTER aAID HIS BRITISH PQUNTERPART FIXED THE
LUNCHECN DATE ON OCT. 1 BUT HE ONLY ERFX* D OLM LONDON DURING THE
HIGHT OGN THAT DAY.

. HESIDESs HE ADDEDs MRES. THATCHER CCGULD NOT BET THE
DATL OF APPQINTMENT FOR SOME OTHER T.ME AS SHE WAS BUSY MAKING
FREPA, "TIONS FOR THE ANNUAL CONSERVATIVE PARTY MEETIMG IN BLACK-
POQL. ANE ALS0 BECAUSE SHE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM A FAREAST- “TOUR.
+0CT. I WAS THE ONLY DATE SUITABLE TO MER«+ DATUK SERI '
£7. MAHATHIR "S3AIDs QUAEBHING SPECULATIONS THAT HIS : ‘
REFUSAL TO MEET MRS, THATCHER WAS MEANT TO SNUB BRITAIM DUE TO

.THE=STRAINED RELATIONS WITH BQETAINvRECENTLYQ -= MORE 2053/PA&
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DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR AND HMIS ENTOURAGE MADE A CNE-NIGHY
STOPOVER IN THE BRITISH CAPITAL AFTER MAKING HIS MAIDEN
AQDRESS IN THE UN ASSEMBLY. )

HE EXPLAINED THAY HIS STAY IN LONDON WAE JUST TO REST BEFCRE

HE CONTINUED WITH HIS DAILY RQUTINE OF WORK ONCE HE R&TURNED HONE .
o~ BERNAMA 2054/PA
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