
ercise in diplomacy 
rather than a business 
conference for Datuk 
Seri Dr. Mahxfhir -x_ 
MoXamafi%i%%- 
tokioiY6w~for Suva, 
Fiji, to attend the I 
Commonwealth s 
Heads of Governmen’t 
Re ional Meeting. 
(C&GRM) 

T’he Prime Minister 
has made it clear that he 
would*not be too keen to 
be at the meeting but for, 
the opportunity to meet 
the leaders of the small 
countries in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 

Apart from the 
heavyweights - 
Australia, New Zealand 
and India - and 
Malaysia and Singapore, 
the rest of the 17 mem- 
bers attending the fivc- 
day conference are _ 
small, struggling de- As far as Malaysian; _ Other ASean Countries m its friendship wltn tne In- __ __ _ __ . . . . 
VeloPing natibns. The. ..Pr-hqe Ministers go, Dr. 
Maldives is the latest ad- ;Mahathlr is the.T:ti+ail 
dition to the group. hiaaer. Having started, it 
re~f~~~h~~~r~~~~t~~~j.‘:‘is logical that ‘he will 
foreign policy priorities, . ‘want to buttress the 
said recently that the ‘45_ k bilateral approaches that 
member Commonwealth., “,“,~~ra~$lsa~~~a$;’ 
is languishing. 

Emphasis -. 
with these small nations. 

In his policy speech at 

The Premier who did 
the opening of the Umno 

not attend last Scp- 
General Assembly on 

tcmbcr’s Melbourne 
Sept. 10, Dr. Mahathir 

Commonwealth Summit, 
said: “We feel that social 

is of the view that such 
responsibility 1s ,not con- 

conferences are not 
fined to internal pro- 

beneficial. / + :blems but involves 

Malaysia, he says, nb 
foreign relations as well. 

longer depends entirely 
“As in a nation where 

on the strength and as- 
the,rich need,to be taxed 

sistance of the Corn- 
so that assistance can be 

mbnwealth nations. The 
given to the poor, in the 

pattern of trade “has 
international communi- 
ty, too, the rich should 

changed to the extent help the poor.” / 

course of a visit- tb”I?i~i,‘\ ~n:a‘floiis- ir the -South ILwellington, &pecially, ' 

Tonga and Western! Pacific have never failed whichplaysabigger.role 

Samoa. i to support Malay+! and. in the region, feels that . . .._ . . . 

: the United NatiOnS., digenous communities 1s 
; 1 Similarly, the Asean’ b&g undermined. 
i countries have always Dr. Mahathir will, .uA- 
1 given them support In tkie doubtedly take the, Op_ 
) d~~$$$,!~d $z~~;s~ : p;tu&yi’oft ;he meeting 

; South Pacific nations and 
assure 

Malaysia ,were, in some i ~~~lt’~li$a~n~e~e~ 
cases, competing for the 

t nothing sinister about 
I same access to places ofi ~~~~~ ~~~~~~ yanting 

1 training in Australia and / to be olose to the South 
New, Zealand. ‘j ! 

Malaysia, being in a-’ pa~~~,““t$sbe :ample 
i stronger position, did not 
” want to compete. In view opportunity for informal 

of the fact that’some Of talks betweepthe.leaders’ 
: the positions Of the South’ in Fiji, especially at the ,, 
Pacific nations are being scheduled three-day 

‘1 taken tip by Malaysia, 1 “retreat” from 'O&L 16 at 
Kuala Lumpur is offering L tho Pacific HarBour. .40 

: assistance to them in 1 km from SUVa, the .Cpn;- ,\ 
.arcas w h e r e t h e ,, ,ference V.~ue,.._;,. -I.._ ..: 
,technologies and ex- j 
:pertise are not found in 

The leaders, meeting 

‘Australia and New j 
in an atmosphere of old ..:., 
camaraderie within the I’ 

. . 



that Commonwealth ore- ” Being -a small nation LZe;;anzerefore creates 
itself and realistic, :. 
MAlavsia started a ‘. the ‘“mutualit;” which 

;;.&$Llfeduce possible 

ference no longer exists 
and the bulk of our trade 
is with non-Corn-, 
monwealth nations.” 

(Since Britain, the. 
founder of the Corn-, 
monwealth, joined the’ 
European Economic 
Com:Aunity in 1973; 
Mala,&an primary corn--.’ 
mod] ties and manufac? i 
tured goods which usetl 
to enjoy preference, have 
been subject to ,high ifnq 
port, duty.) ~ : * 

However, Malaysia is 

y:; 
,. ,! 
! : 

i,,; 

: 

‘, ! 

I 

I’ 

modeit $10 million 
technical assistance pros 
gramme in 1980 to help 
other countries, especial- 
ly the newly-independent 
and developing .nationz, 
in areas whepe it has the 
experience and expertise. 

The project includes 
providing scholarships 
and fellowships for’ 
studies in Malaysian Un- 
iversities and other train- 
in institutions. 

k apua New Guinea 
and other South Pacific, 
nations like Western 
Samoa, Kiribati, Cook 
Islands, Tonga and Fiji 
are increasingly respon- 
ding to the offer of a*’ 
&stance from Malaysia. 

For instance, ,Western 

&&ni’between these na- 
Xions. and their big 
,neigli_bours and between 
;-Malaysia and these de- 
“veloped nations. I ) 

This “cycle” in creat- 
fng a harmonious rela- 

.‘$ionship contributes to 
strengthening national 
resilience for all, which is 

vital in the strategic 
‘sense. 

The South Pacific 

aware of the potential of 
the Commonwe,alth, 
especially as a forUm.for 
newly-independent small 
nations. It will, therefore, 
remain A member and 
play a role in their de-, 
velopment. 

island, nations, h’an- .‘come.. 
dicapped by their size; :$ He quoted the Malay 
and physical isolation, saying: Talc kenal’ nzaka 
are largely dependent on tak cinta (YOU, can only 
assist an ce from’ ‘appreciate a person 

.AustraliA and New whom you know)... . ! 
Zealand for their sur-, ! .‘i. $ viva1 and progress. 

This creates the dif- 
Samoa has asked for a ’ ficulty for thess nations 
Malaysian officer from O, that they ,are ‘then entire- 
the Economic .P1anning y ly dominated by two very 
Unit to assist In setting. :, dsve loBed nations. 
Up a similar department. ’ They; however, have-’ 

The accent of Dr.- 
Mahathir’s trip to Fiji 1s 
on making friends with’ 
the smaller countries, 
with pArticular emphasis: 
on the island nations in 
the South Pacific.‘It will 
be more meaningful to” 
talk about what Malaysia 
and these nations can do 
together bilaterally than 
what can be achieved in 
CHOGRM. 

In1978Malaysiamade” llt’tle option. Beink 

an effort to find oUt.what,sIW.estern and free en- 
type of PollcY should, be . ..‘.I terprlse oriented, they 
evolved for the South ‘:’ are reluctant to be close _ .C._ 

With the majority of 

raciric. 
; 

j to the Russians and the 
There are WmhanyY g;“,” Chinese. Soviet efforts to 

reasons * : get a foothold in the re- 
: Mahathir’s adminlstra- i gion are well-known. 

tion decided to adopt ‘a ! It is precisely because 
the participants being ‘,,._Clear-Cut pOliCy and to , of the understanding of 

from the South Pacific ‘. establish afUll miSSiOnin ' the position of these 

area, theCHOGRM meet- ,‘, Fiji for,thls strategic 1 South Pacific’ nations 
ing serves the purpose of !( part of the globe.’ 
a launching pad for de- ,, 

that Malaysia has taken 
The MaWsi- High d the lead to make friends 

veloping relations with ‘f ’ COmmiSSlOner who took”1 with them so that they 

the smaller countries in, /, up hia post in SUva ln the / will not feel they are 
the region. 

Dr. Mahathir’s nrc. i 
eadkr Part of this Year, 1 floating in the vast 

sence in Suva is al& an \ 
looks after Tonga, Pacific Ocean by 

expression of his esteem ‘. 
Western Samoa, Klrlbatl 1 themselves. Other Asean 

. for his Fijian coun- ’ 
and Tuvalu. PrevlouslY 1 countries.now share this 
thesecountries were bOV- : View, 

terpart. Ra.tu Sir 
I Kamiskse Mara, whom : 

ered by the Malaysian / 
mission in Wellington. 

Inevitably, this runs 

he met in June in the The Commonwealth 
” into some difficulties 

with the Australians and 
i - ,. /.. . . I’ 

~ the New ZealAnderR. 

association of Corn-’ 
monwealth countries, 
have the advantage of not : i 
only Searing what the :.’ 
other has to say ‘across. 1 
the conference table but ’ 
also of probing his mind. 

Dr. Mahathir told a’ 
conference in Bali on, 
Asia-Pacific in the 1980s 
in January 1980 that if I 
there was to be’co-opera- 
tion~ among countries of 
the Pacific region, then 
the appalling ignorance 
among the nations within 
the area must be over- 

,’ 
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