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3UVA (Fiji), Tues. - 
Judging by the expecta- 
ions, Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Monamao will bethe 
focus 01 atte$tion at the 
Zommonwcalth Heads of 
Zovernment Rcgion’al‘ 
Meeting.‘-(CHOGRM) 
3ere. 

Datuk Scri Dr 
Nphathir. accompanied 
my Foreign Minister Tan 
Sri Ghazali Shafie, and 
.heir wlvcs, will fly in 
lere late tomorrow to at- 
;end the five-day sum- 
mit. 

Except for Indian 
Prime Minister Mrs In- 
dira Gandhi and Sri 
Lankan President Judius 
Tayewardene, the other 
15 leaders will all be pre- 
sent. 

I 
The, Prime Ministar a forum like CHOGRM. 

had said that although Mr Ramphal said 
the Commonwealth 1s .economic issues would 

I, languishing and, he is of t dominate the conference 
“the view’:that summits ! disousslons. Details of 
‘Iare not’~.:benoficial,‘~~thc agcn& will be.11: the 

“1 Malaysia will remain a 1 hands ,of the Heads of. 
member and play a role : Government. 

’ in the development of the “These issues -cover-: 
!, small developing Counr 1 inp’ interest rams, debts, 

tries. (’ and protectionism 
Dafuk Ser’l, D?among others - have 

‘;‘Mahathir’ will be lead;: ibecome bread and butter 
: 
i 

speaker at ‘the meeting-; .and they affect all of US;’ 
here in its discussiqn ‘on: he said. 

/ regional and functional;. t 
’ economic’ co-operation -f . 

the conference highlight. 
It is learned that ,Fi-. 

jian Prime Minititer Ratu 
Sir Kamisese Mara was 
very ,happy Datuk, Seri 
Dr Mahathir will be pre- 
sent. 

.This will bc Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir’s second 
“trip here. He was ‘last 
here in June in the course 
of a visit to the region. He’ 

,also visited Tonga and 
Western Samoa. t 

,Interests 
A leading English dai- 

ly,, Fiji Sun, in an 
editorial today, said: “In 
this day and age when 
nations - particularly 
the developing, ones. - 
prefer, to look at issues .in 

I 
‘.f’ ‘$ 
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This is the third 
C?IOGRM meeting to bc 
attended by. leaders in 
the ,Asia-Pacific region. 
Some of the delegates 
and members of the 
Press corps’ who are 
already here, spoke of 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
as the most important 
leader in the conference. 

“Malaysia is certainly 

Mahathir Mohamad: be~a~~$$f~~f$$,, 

left for Suvs Ftji,,,~.totakeastrong.posltlon 
tonight to attend the 
Thtrd. Commonwealth 

on the’timpuchean is. 
.‘~ue at th$‘heettnr. +:i 

emerging as an impor- 
tant member of the re- 
gion, especially in its 
economic role,” said a de- 
legate. 

“A lot of credibility 
and admiration I is being 
heaped on Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir as the cham- 
pion of the Third World 
although hc has not 
claimed to be such.” 

Opportunity 
Said another delegate: 

“Although on economic 
issues Datuk, Seri’ Dr 
Mahathir spoke chiefly 
for Malaysia, his name, 
has gone all’ over the 
world. This man puts his 
finger on the nail; he 
doesn’t mince his words.” 

“Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir makes good 
copy, particularly his 
forthrightness,” said .a 
correspondent from 

Australia. ‘+ ::” 
. . 

Comm-onwealth 
Secretary-General 
Shridath Ramphal, who 
arrived.last night, said in 
an interview today he 
was glad Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir would be ‘pre- 
sent. .’ 

“He has great con- 
tributions to make (to the 
meeting),” he said. . . . . ‘8 

Announcmg h1S inten- global terms, th$ smaller 
tion,last month to attend ~1 island state$.,~usually 
the meeting here, Datuk i struggle in-the vicious in- 
Seri Dr Mahathir had i ternational circle. 
said the value of the con- \ “They are left to the 
ferenceistheopportunity I whims :‘of the major 
to meet the other leaders ( ! powers iri’@heir attempt 
from small developing 1 to have their aspir&tions 
nations, ‘particularly : recognised.‘: * ‘, 

those from the South ‘: The daily newspaper 
Pacific island States. . ! said some of the smaller 

This will be his first ~ island States, perhaps, 
Commonwealth meeting. see the UnitedNations as 
I$;. did not attend last I too big an institution. 
September’s Corn-., That is why it is im-, 
monwealth summit in 

/ Melbourne. 
I’perative in thclr own in- 

terests to be affiliated to 

. 
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