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A NEED FOR ELOPING COUNTRIES IN -THE' ABIA*

. MOHAMAD SAID THERE WA

;ﬁgfgxc REGION TO COOPERATE AND ASSIST EACH aruta ON A REGIONAL

- THE PRIME MINISTER sAID THAT THE COMMONNEALTH LEADERS

IN'THE REGION IN PARTICULAR SHOULD FOCUS THEIR ATTENTION ON.

CQOPERATlVE ENDEAVOURS IN THE FIELD OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES.
SPEAKING DURING THE DIGCUSSION ON '’ REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND ~ -

PUNCTIONAL COOPERATION'' DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SA1D ME BELIEVED

THAT ASIA-PACIFIC CQUNTRIES COULD BENEFLT FROM THE ASEAN EXPERIENCE

WHERE THE GROUP:NGH HAD MADE GREAT srnxnes IN sz Ecouonxc RO

INTEGRATION PROGRAMME ., o
ABEANY HE ADDEDs WAS IN FACT. PRONOTING Ecouonlc COOPERATION

AHONG ITS MEMBERS IN VIRTUALLY EVERY AREA OF ECONOMIC .ACTIVITY, '_

- INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS IN ENERGY, TRANSPORT AND counuuxcavxou.v*;

BANKING AND FINANCE AND AGRICULTURE. S

"
L

TrRITH 1TS MAJOR FOCUS ON ECONOﬁIC COOPERATIGN. ASEAN :
"HAB HOW DEVELOPED AS A SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL GROUPING. WHICH HAS
ATTAINED POSITIVE REBULTE NOY ONLY 1IN ECONOMIC AREAS BUT ALSO - 
IN EFFORTB TONARDS REGIONAL STABILITY. -~ BERN&NR 1325/”5 o
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- DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR POINTED OUT 'HAT REGIONAL ECONOH!C
AND FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION ’’STANDS OUT AS THE MAIN THRUST OF |
GHOGRMy MORE 80 WITH THE DIVERSITIES IN THE COUNTRIES OF THIS
REGZON WHERE EACH COUNTRY 1S5 AT DIFFERENT LEVELS OF QEUELOPMENT."
| ''AT ONE® END THERE IE THE INDUSTRIALISED "COUNTRIES SUCH AS .
AUSTRALLA AND NEW ZEALAND WHILE AT THE OTHER END» THERE * ARE NEHLY

INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC. 'y
- HE SAID IN BETWEEN THESE TWO EXTREMES. THERE NERE MORE
ADVANCED BUT STILL DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. = .

'Y THIS SITUATION PROVIDES US A REAL CHALLEMGE AND POTENTIAL :
FOR REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND FUNCTIONAL 'COOPERATION AMONG - ¢ o
COMMONWEALTH CQUNTRIEE IN THE REGION»'' HE ADDED.

.~ PAST CHOGRM MEETINGES IN SYDNEY AND NEW DELHI HAD RECOGNIBED THE
. POTENTIAL ECONOMIC AND FUNCTIONAL COOPERATION IN THE. ABIA*PAGlFIC

REGION AND IN PURSUANCE OF THIS OBJECTIVEy HAD ESTABLISHED
CONSULTATIVE WORKING GROUPS ON ECONOMIC MATTERS SUCH AS TRADE -
AND ENERGY» INDUSTRYs+y AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.
- DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHIR SAID WORK UNDERTAKEN BY THESE GROUPS
CLEARLY MANIFEST THAT THERE WERE VARIOUS FUNCTIONAL AREAS IN
& NUMBER OF FIELDS IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY NHERE CONMONNEALTH '
COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOURS NERE POSBIBLE. ‘
~= MORE 1520/LK



INDEPENDENCE. |
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DATUK SERI DR. ﬁAHﬁTHIR ALE0 STRESSED THE NEED FOR CONCERTED
AND CONTINUED EFFORTE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC
LELAND COUNTRIES IN THE BUILOING UP OF THCIR NA*EQNAL E”l&’E?”
AND INB%PENDFNCE.~ -

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID ALTHOUGH THE CDMHONNEALTH COUNTRIES IN

.THE AlBA PACIFIC REGION HAD ALWAYS RECOGNISED THE PROBLEME AND NEEDS

OF THE SMALL 1SLAHD MEMBER STATES EGPECIALLY IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC -
MORE COULD -BE UOWE THAN WHAT HAD BEEN DONE SO FAR.
HE APPEALED TO OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGLON TO JOIN IN THEBE
ENDEAVOURS
TME ARE FULLY CONCLOUS OF THE FACT THAT THE ?IECEMEAL
EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN BY A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES: INCLUDING | o
MALAYSIATO ASSIST THE LESS FORTUNATE AMONG USs SUCH AS THE eurw R
PACIFIC COUNTRIES: WILL NOT GENERATE AS RAPID AND IMPROUEMCNT
AS THEBE COUNTRIEB NEED.’’'
" UHOWEVER: IF CONCERTED AND CONTINUED EFFORTS WERE MADE IN THIS
DIRECTION, 1 AM POBITIVE THAT WE WOULD HAVE GONE 4 LONG WAY |
TO HELP THESE COUNTRIES.'' HE ADDED.
~=~ MORE 1%526/LK | o
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 DATUK SERI DR. MAMATHIR REGARDED THE CHOGRM MEETING AG TIMELY
FROW THE POINT 'OF VIEW OF LEARMING WHAT PROJECTS THRE ISLAND
cntr?axrs OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC HAVE FOR THEIR OWN DEVELOPMENT.
te SALD THE REGION COULD THEN CONSIDER WHAT CONCERTED ACTION

COR HSTISTANCE WOULD BE NEEDED TO. BNUSRE THAT “THE PRDJECTS
‘ONAND 'TH&IR BELF~ SUBTAINEQ GE”“‘OPWENT COULD HAVE A FﬂlR

TAKT,

- THE PRIME ﬁ1N15s~b GALD NALAYSIA HAD SEEH 1ﬁﬁ NEED FOR THE I

INJECTION OF GREATED AGTISTANCE TO THE SO0UTH PACIFIC ISLAND co

COUNTRIES TQ ENABLE THEH 0 BUILD up THELR NATIONAL RESILIENCE ANO
' UALTHOUGH MALAYSIA HMERSELF IS DEP‘NDENT ON- TQCHNICAL ﬂBSIST&MCn

TO ACCELERATE HER PACE OF ECONOMIC DEVELCPﬂKNTt IN A& SPIRLIT :

OF COOPERATIONs BHE HAS LAUNCHED & TECHNMICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME

TO AJSBIBT ﬂuVELOPING COUNTRIES WHICH ARE LESB FORTUN#TE TH&T BHE

LQ v

UMDER THE PROGRAHHE MaLAYEIA HAD PROVIDED TECHNECAL ASSISTANCE

YO A MUMBER OF SOUTH PACIFIC COUNTRIES INCLUDING FIJILs kESTERN
‘ BAMOAY PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THE SOLOMON ISLANDS.

DATUK GERI DR. MAHATHIR ASSURED THAT MALAYE LA NdULD CONTINUE :
TO RENDER TECHNICAL ASGISTANCE TO A NUMBER OF DEVELOPING COUN?RIES
IN THE CHOGRM AREA WITH PRIORITY OF. ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO

'ﬁQFA“ THAT WOULD RBE PARTICULARLY BENEFZCZQL TQ THE&E COUNTRIES.

- LERNAMA 1530/LK
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