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‘, SUVA FfJXv MT, 
GAID THERE WA 

TUK -&Rx n?. HAH&TH$,R’ ; I’ 

ELOPING ~OWN’f%X’EB ‘LM,‘.THEq ASPA- ” 
REGION 70 COOPERATE AN5 ASSIS~T EACH OTQER’ ON’ i4 REGX~NAL 

BAfjXS. . ., / 
’ THE PRXbIE MfNZStER SAI‘D‘THAT THE CCbMPiONW~AtTH LEADFRS 

iN..THB REGION .xN PARTI’CWLAR SHOULO F0CUti THEIR ATTEWTiON ON. ” ,‘, 
CQOPERATIVE ENPEAVOURS XN THE rI&LQ OF ECONQM~C~ACTXVITZES. 
‘1:: 8PEAKPNQ DUR4NC THE DZSCWSSIISN ON’ 

’ ; 

FUNCTIONAL COQPERATION” 
“REGIONAL ECONBMlC ,ANO .’ ‘.. 

5ATUK SERI ORI MAHPlfHXP SA.Xf) HE BELXEVEP ‘.. ‘:, 
THAT ASXA-PACXFZC CQUNTRIES COWL5 BENEFIT FRbC1 THE, AGEAN EXPERXENCE . 
WHERE ~ THE GRQUF~~NG~ HAD HAOE gREAT STRIDEG i&J :&TS $C?NQp$IC 

. INTE6RATXON PROGRAMtiE. 
.,,y.:::‘ 1’: 

‘. ,~ 

L ’ ASEAN! HE AbDE5r NAS IN FACi. PROHOTiNQi, ECQN& ~h&‘~RAfXON “:. 
AMONG XT6 HEfIBERS IN VIRTUALLY EIiERY AREA OF. EC6N;O’~rC.:;‘ACTLVITY’, ’ : 
fNCLUDINC AllONG OTHERS IN ENERGY, TRANGPORT,AND’.C519E1UN*CATrbNi .,: ’ 
BANKING AND FfNANCE ANLJ AGRICULTURE, -8’ .L I. 
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‘. ‘WZtH jr?. M4iORFOCUS ION iCbN0tirtj @orsPERAyj-&Ns’:. AS&-.. .:-. ” ‘. : 

“HAS HOW ,DEVELOPED AS A SIGNIFKCANT REG.ION4l. (iiRQUP.INB’ WHICH HA8,, : .- 
M’TAINED POBXTIVE REBULTS NOT’ ONLY IN ECCbNOM1C iRE4i+ BUT ALSO s .I ., 
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IN EFFORTS TOWARDS REGIONAL STA13XLZTY. -1 BERNA&A 332rji~B 
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CHOGRM-MiilkTWIR _i C09PFRATfON 2 SUVA CREQPENS X’Tbl. N05k i ‘1. : * 
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.OAiUK Sti,Rf; DR.. MAWATHSR POfNTED OUT THAT ‘REBXON.Al-,ECONOHPC 1 

‘. 

AND FUNCTXQNAL COOPERATION “STANDS OUT AS ‘I%, rtAiN THRUST OF ; 
CHi36RM; H0RE St, WICTH THE DIVERSffI,ES. IN, THE COWNTRZEB OF THIS j 
REGZION WHERE EACH COUNTRY IS dT 5ZPFERENT LEVELS OF’DEVELOPMENT.” 

’ ‘AT QNF EN5 ‘THERE XS THE IND’ijs~klALfSED’.“‘C’O#l\rTRltE5 SWCH AS’ : 
AUiTRACIA AND NEW ZEALAND WHILE AT:tHE OTHER EN59 THERE,ARE NE&Y :. 
INDEPENDENT .COUNTRIES OF THE SQUTH ,PACIFIC.’ ’ : 

HE SAXD. fN BETWEEN THESE~~ TWO EXTRRllE.Sv THERE WERE MORE 
ADVANCE0 ,f)UT STILL DEVECOPI’NG. COUNTRXES, Ij,’ 

: / ., : 

“THIS SrTlJATXON PROVIDE8 US A REAL CHALLENGE’ AND IPO~~NTIAL’ 
‘_ 

“‘, 
FOR REGXONAL ECONOMXC AND FUNCT~ONAL~COOPERAT1CON AMONG: 
CQHHONUEALTH COWNTRIES IN THE RECIONr!’ HE A55E5a 
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PAST CHOBRM MEETXNCS IN SYDNEY AN5 NEW DECCJf, HAD R.ECOGNISED,iHE ‘j 
POTENTZAL ECONQHIC AN5 FUNCTXONAL’ COOPERATXON ZN:,THE A8xA+‘+Ctt?C 
REGLON AND 1N PURSUANCE OF THIS OBJECTIVE; HAO’ESTABLXSHED 

,, 

CONSULTATiUE WORKXN6 GROUPS ON ECONOMIC MATTERS,SUCH AS TRADE ” 
jtWl,l ENERGY, XNDUZiTRYv A6RICULTURAt RESEARCH AND BEVELQPYEVT. 

DATUK SERI DR. MAHATHPR ,SAfD WORK WNbERTAKEN BY’ fHE.SE’ G.ROUpS 
CJXARLY PIANXFEST THAT’.TMER~ WERE VARroUS FUNCTIONAL:AREA6 IN 

,.A NUMBER .OF,FXELDS 3tN ECONOMLC ACTSVSTY WHERE CQHMQNWEALTH _; 
COOPERAYIVE ENOEAVOURS WERE POSSPBLE. 
I-’ HORE ~lSZCiLl.LK 
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