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‘Dlrectlve brought

“some change

“in British attitude’

.Fram HARDEV KAUR in'SUVA, Fiji o g i

.} THE “buy British last”
|- directive to all govern-

ment departments and
agencies will continue
until there: is a definite
change in attitude on the

.part of the British.
‘Datuk eri :
ahathir told

"~ & Press conference here .

yesterday that there was’

some change-in their at-
titude since the directive

. last October. “But we still

don't buy British if' we
can help.”

The Prime Mlnister :

added thatwhile the im-

plementation ‘of the,

'directive was becoming

- more . difficult it would

continue to be imposed.
British goods, he said,

had ‘become more com-
petitive since the ‘direc-'
- tive as the British pound,

much 8 ger last Octo-
ber, YﬁL::ce dropped its

“value' vis-a-vis ‘the -
Malaysian’ ringgit. Brit-
1 ish goods have thus be- -
* come cheaper and there- *

fore.more competitive. -
Dr Ma.hathlr said that

the two. countrig Qon-
tinued to talk to each oth-

" er.“We have a High Com-

mission in London while
the British government
‘has a High Commission
in Kuala Lumpur.” ‘

Asked what he thought

of the -proposal by the

New Zealand Prime Min- -
Aister for global nego-

tiations along the lines of

Bretton Woods with a .
. view

to solving the
world’s problems, Dr

"Mahathir said that he did
_not agree with it.

This was because at
the ‘time when Bretton

- Woods was held in 1944
most of the countries that
. hegotiated then had con-
“'trol over. trade and. as .
. such could implement
the decisions arrived at. .

But- toda Dr

‘Mahathir pointe out, the
situation has changed.-

Where countries sup-

-ported free irade, “free

trade today only applied

to where some of them‘

traded.”
The solutlon, he said.

“+(in- thie' Commonwealth)
. had come: -about: iron-

-actions or inactions of the .

. selves.”

he - belleved that . Britain
- was the prlme mover.
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‘would be for the de- ‘
veloped nations to re-

think their role in world
trade. They should be’

" willing to accept the fact

that areas in which they
were no longer efficient
as producers should be
left to others. -
Answering a question, |

. he said, since Britain’s ;
. entry into the European |

Economic’ Community |
(EEC) the preferences it '
accorded to  some of
Malaysia's goods such as’

; rubber. had been re-

moved
.Dr Ma.hathir ha.d said
earlier in the day that “it

. was. {ndeed ‘unfortunate w

that this state of affairs

.ieally ‘a8 a ‘result of the

prime ‘movers:of the
‘Commo w’ alth them-"

Asked'to. identuy"the
"prlme .movers"-he said:
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