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MA the piecemeal efforts un- 
concerted”ind con- dertakenby a number of. 
tinued efforts’ are nec- countries, including 

g;;;~~n;;e gg’,:;; 

nations to build ‘up . as the South Pacific is- 

their national re- land nations, would not 

silience and fndqpend- 
generate as rapid an im- 

ence; 
provement as these co)n- 

Datuk Seri Dr 
tries need. 

“However, if concerted 
Mahathlr Mohamad tm ‘and continued efforts are 
&he mini Commonwealth made in this direction, I 
summit this morning: am positive that we 
“Personally, I believe, would have gone a long 
that we can all do even a ‘8 way to help these coun_ , 
little better than what we 
-have done so far.” 

tries ” he added 
“I’therefore would like ‘. 

In a speech kicking off to appeal to others in the 
the discussion on rc- CHOGRM, region to join 
gional economic and us in these endcavours.” 
functional co-operation Leaders of 15 of the 17- 
- the thrust of the sum- nation Commonwealth 
mit - Dr Mahathir said\ ,nations in the Asia-Pacify 
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ic region are attend& 
the five-day summit 

“which began on Tly.trs- 
day. 

,The Indi-an Prime 
Minister .and the Sri 
Lankan President have 
sent their represent- 
atives. !, . : : 

Dr Mahathir. ga$l this’ 
mini summit waq’most 
timely from. the’peint of 
view of learning’ what 
projects the island na- 
tions of,the South Pacific 
had for their own de- 
velopment. 

“We-can then consider 
what concerted action or 
assistance will be needed 
to, ensure that the 
projects towards their 
self-sustained develop- 

.that most developing 
member nations, includ- 
ing Malaysia had de- 
rived, certain benefits 
.from’their continued 
membership of the Com- 
monwealth. 

In thi8 regal-d. th,ev’&us 
progr~mes ,#4tisistance 

..“;~e&; 

’ aMfWFTC) had been par- 
ticularly productive.’ 

“However. we would be in- 
dulging in selfsomfort if we. 
do not at the same time ad- 
mit that. in recent years the 
clout of the Commonwealth 
has somewhat diminlbhed;” 

. said the Prime Minister. 
“It is Indeed unfortunate 

, that this situation has come 
.DArjyJK SERI DR 1 about ironicaiiy 88 a reSUlt Of 

MAHATHIF 
: the actions or ii#actions.of the 
: prime mov,ers of the Com- 

ment’ “will ,.have a fair 
I monweal~~~~mselves~” 

(: 

_’ Dr fiahathir &id re- I dependent- on technical, as- 
gional CCQnCmiC and 1 8iStanCe to ,accelerate her 
functional co-operation Pee of economic develop ‘! ment, in a spirit of cooper* 
in the Asia-Pacific reglon tion Malaysia had laun&ed 
is one way to revitalise ‘i bchnical assistwce pro- 
the Commonwealth. ’ sramme to assist developins 

“As a matter of fact, 
the Commonwealth. is ~ 
now on test. If the Com- 
monwealth. countries in 
our region cannot ac-, 
tualise economic and 
functfonal co-operation, 
the drestiae of the Corn-’ 

countries whicli were -less 
for&&ate than she was in the 
context of the Malay&an 
Technical Assistance Pro- 
gamme (MTAP). 

Malaysia had provided 
te,chnical assistance to a 
number of South Pacific is- 
land countries includina Fiji. 

~&+,vealti; itself will go Western Samoa ,and tiie 
down and the cffectl&- SOiOmOn Islands, as well 88 , 

questioned,” 
centrate this assistance ..on 

said the those area8 that would be 
Prime Minister. praticularly beneficial to 

Dr Mahathir said he these countries.” Dr 
! would_ not deny the fact ,Mahathir said. ’ 
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