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. tenin,
*.was obvidus that most coun- -
tries in the region**do have a. -
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to Drl

‘:“’SUVA Sat. = Datuk Seri.
: fDLMﬂ.h_&t_hl_l: Mohamad is

" “yery happy” that the 17

Commonwealth nations

- attending the mini sum-
‘mit here are keen to help
each other and the South

‘Pacific island nations,

The Prime Minister said -

“this at a ‘Press conference
. here late yesterday after-

noon after leading off dis-
cussions on:regional eco-
nomic andfunctionalcooper-

-ation.'— the“thrust of the
five-day summit which wxll
-end on Monday.

' “Yes, I'm very happy to

‘say that everybody is very

keen...,,” hé said in reply toa’

question-whether the- other

countries have responded to

- his call for concerted and
- continued efforts to help*:
~small nations in the Asia-.
" Pacific region build up their
-resilience.

Dr,Mahathxi‘-said after lis-
to the discussions it

"Malaysia ‘‘'is ver
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sense of: responsibility
towards each other and
maybe, in some instances,
thta' have succeeded.”’

a,

ch country, he said, had.

its own programme. Papua
New G£nea., for examiple,

‘was develoying mini hydro

projects which could be rele-
vant to other countries.

"He said’ Malaysxa felt that -

‘even developing countries '
. had something to contrlbute_
in terms of helping others. -

inister said
in-

The Prime-
terested” in the South

duty to come to our friends
in whatever forum.”

Dr Maha,thir. who dld not ‘
‘attend the Commonwealth
‘Summit: in” Melbourne ' last"

October, said.a 'small

_gathering is ' more practical, .

a.nd more functional than a

%6 one.’ , -
hen. you. have a very

acif- "
.ic. She has made friends -
.‘here and “we think it is our

big meeting like the UN, for

example, you are reduced.to .

standing up and making -
‘Statements to faces that you
don't know at all..."”
‘He added that at the mlm
\"summit here.he personally’
knew most of the leaders,:

- “g0 if there is anything to be

! goixe with . each other or to
e
- easier forus to:do."

; mit: here ‘would 'be‘in trying. "

~'to see'a way-out of the cur-
rent recession, Dr Mahathin .

said ‘leaders' were

pessimistic. because they'
.. Ramphal ‘on' board, -there |
. “Atthe moment T don't'see

ad réason to be.so.”

any solution. The only one is, .
- of course, if they can: brmg
down. the ‘interest rates

which are" ‘killing - interna-:l_v

‘tional trade.”

The 17 heads of ‘Govern:
~ment ‘arrived in Pacific .

Harbour this momlng for a
week-end ‘retreat’.
~'The" resort :“is" acknowl-

each other, it is’ much ‘

On how effective the sum-"
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edged’ to be the most

i' meticulously planned resort.

communit%' in the entire!
* South Pacific," says a tour-
ist brochure. .

‘However, it is not really
‘relaxation. for the leaders.:

They will be involved in:
rivate, bilateral or multi-
-lateral discussions.

Thereis alsq the 1mpor-;
. tant - matter - of -ironing out:
sensitive areas. in the joint!
communique for Monday. - {

‘While others went golfing
‘and bxg-game fishing, the,
.Malaysian - Prime . ‘Minister’
'went. for a-cruise round the-
“harbour to watch the sunset. .

‘With-Commonwealth Sec- |
retary-General Shridath'

was speculation’ that. he |
~¢would try to.convince Dr
Mahathlr to attend next!:
year’'s Commonwealth’ Sum- |
mit in New Delhi. . t
Dr ‘Mahathir has re-i
peatedly said he preferred.
small gatherings of lea.ders,*T

.- An exotic Fijian' feast is’|
" being prepared for the lead- A
.ers tonight.. i

..
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