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law experts to actively 
support efforts towards 
harmonisation of laws 
governing international 
trade. 

He’ said it was too 
much- to,- expect instant 
results but ‘ho hoped in 
the years to come in- 
ternational trade, not 
only among Asean coun- 
tries but also worldwide, 
can be governed by uni- 
form laws to .facilitate 
business and, more im- 
portant, to expedite the 
settlement of disputes 
among international 
businessmen. 

The Prime Minister, 
opening the third Asean 
Law Association General 
Assembly, noted that the 
ALA had taken the first 
step of opening dis- 
cussions without which 
no hope of uniformity 
would ever be achieved. 

“Intra-Asean trade is 
very important for our 
well-being and the dif- 
ferent laws in our five 
countries should as far as 
possible be harmoniscd 
to promote it,” he added. 

He noted that the ALA, 
at its last conference in 
Manila, had deal:. with 
aspects of law which-he 
considered to bc of im- 
portance. 

These include laws rc- 
lating to foreign corpo- 
rations and transnational 
corporations; offshore fi- 
nancing; reciprocal cn- 
forcement of judgcment 
and reciprocal SorViCe of 
process; settlement of 
commercial disputes; 
and tax systems and laws 
of member countries. 

Hc was further on- 
coufaged, by’. the knowl- 
edge thqt delegatqs at the 
current.conf&c’ncc would 
be discus@&& proper 
law for ‘Asc 

3 
n corpo- 

rations and., f le protcc- 

,I 
; ‘.‘,. 

‘. 

-.‘i ., ,. 
3,. J 

tion of “inteilectual pro- 
‘, .i 

perty”. 
nations, no longer subject 

The Prime Minister 
to manipulations by far- 

,noted that the centre of 
away countries, if only 
we could take full advan- 

arbitration had shifted as 
a result of history - from 

tage of our resources, in- 

China which once 
cluding our diligent man- 

claimed to be the centre 
power and apply them 

of the universe to the 
productively. In all this, 

Medlterrancan. then Eu- 
lawyers and the law have 

rope for several centuries 
an important role to 

and, for some time before 
play,!’ Dr Mahathir 
added. 

World War Two, the 
North American conti- He reminded the legal 
nent. profession of their rc- 

After the Second sponsibility towards the 
World War, it could be economic. social and pp- 
seen that the Pacific litical advancement and 
Basin had become more the prosperity and happi- 
and more important. ness of the people. 

“Asoan with a total 
,.., 

population of about 250 
% a dcvelopi%g coun-‘ ~. 

million people is an im- 
try, 1ikcIMalaysia the lc- ‘: 

portant market. Con- 
gal profession has a 

sidering also that we arc 
major proaucers of PUb- 

‘g$~~;~;~ :y:gi 

bcr, tin, palm oil and oth-,j; 
er important raw mate&. 

$J!gw~ h$Et g; ; 
‘* 

als, the future is indcc.d,: opening of the conference j! 

bright for us’in Asean: ‘of Commonwealth Mag- 1;’ ‘.f_-i_ ~-- ~.~. . . 
/‘lstr&e’s 

__, 
Association in ’ 

‘IWe Can become.grc,~. 1&@a’Lumpur in 1975, -,;, 

>. 
Quoting further, he 

added: “They bclng the 
most articulate members 
of society should be the 
first ,to spot antiquated 
laws and to suggest 
amendments that will in- 
crease the citizen’s op- 
portunities for economic, 
social and political ad- 
vancement, and create 
and increase his op- 
portunities for prosperity 
and happiness. 

“In this ‘respect, I 
share Tun Razak’s senti- 
ments ” he said 

He ‘gave an ,&surance 
that, the government 
would .faithfully do its 
duty as prescribed by the 
Constitution and respect 
the rights guaranteed by 
it for the different compo- 
nents of the Federation. 

the tminorities, the 
.citizens and in some 
cases, the non-citizens. 

The Constitution, 
however, was not in- 
fallible and hence it pro- 
.vided for amendments to 
make it compatible with 
changing times. 

The Prime Minister 
aiso reltcratcd his belief 
in the s\hprcmacy of the 
Constitution. the rule of 
kiW and respect for the 
independence of the judi- 
ciary. 

The fivo-day as- 
sembly is being attended 
by about 750 participants 
comprising chief 
justices, ministers of 
justice, lawyers and law 
teachers from the five 
Azean countries as well ’ 
as observers from’ 
Brunei, Japan and Sri 
Lanka. 
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