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. THE Third Commonwealth Heads of Gove 1.

just ended — in Suva, Fiji, was anything hu
-1 boring.

the 17 leaders from the Asia-Pacific region into

! spent four days in earnest discussions~ multi-
. laterally and bilaterally.

The 100 members -of the Press corps gathered at
placid Suva and Pacific Harbour -— venues of the dis-
cussions — found a wealth of matcrial to file.

- While Singapore Premier Lee Kuan Yew was the
| doyen of the gathering, this was the first Common-

Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

. independence.
Being a newcomer and having a reputatlon for be-

. ing forthright (particularly with regard to his view :
. that the Commonwealth is languishihg and that its |

ment chlonal Meeting (Chogrm) — which hﬁ*

The somnolence of the South Seas did not lull

| mouthing mere niceties and platitudes. They |

: wealth meeting for the Malaysian leader, Datuk Seri

» ~IT was alsothefirst-time for the Maldives Presi- -
: dcnt Mr Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, whose country °
. joined the Commonwcalth this year after 17 years of !

One of the preoccupations of the Press covering the :
;Summit.was. to ask the leaders on the usefulness of
iChogrm! They would not spare Dr Mahathir, garticu-
larly.-because of his crmcal view about the value of
the Cammonwealth.
Asked' a reporter: ‘You described last year's
! Chogrm, (Commonwealth Summit) in Melbourne as a
talkshop. What made you change your mind about
- this particular meeting?"
Replied Dr Mahathir: “That was a-different meet- -
_ing. That was a much bigger participation and I hate
crowds. I find that I can't get myself through when
there is a big crowd.(Decadpan). Everybody is looking

. al everybody else and not looking at me at all.” (Gen-
“eral laughier.)

There was no dearth of copy for the Australian and

. the New Zealand journalists as their Prime Ministers

carried on their “simmering feud”.

Controversy

Mr Muldoon, crilical of Chogrm when it was set up
in 1978 (probably because it was initiated by Mr Fra-
scr and is basically an Australian -sponsored affair),
has remained critical. !

A New Zecaland journalist dcscrxbed Chogrm as a




’ ‘ summils arc not beneficial), Dr Mahathir incvitably
i attracted a lot of atlention. .
~ Although the Malaysian leader was modest about
" his performance — “We played a normal role” — it
was obvious from the remarks emanating from the
conference that he had made quite an impact.
“What we proposed had been accepted. But to say
" that we played a dominant role, I think we are patting
ourselves on our back,” said Dr Mahathir in response
tn n nunatinn at o Pracae n,
to a question at a Press ¢
Remarked onc delegate at a reception: “Dr, Ma-
- hathir talks sense. He projects the image that heis a
;. realistic fellow.” -
“Hc is onc leader who does not speak at cvery turn.
If he finds he has something to say, then only will he
_intervene. Ninety-nine per cent of his interventions |
arc on cconomic issues,” said another delegate.

5 Reputation .-
y

« Commented yet another participant: “The Malay-
sian leader gets an attentive audience. He comes with ¥
some reputation, that'is the reason.” !
Sald a political writer from New Zealand: “Dr Ma- ;

“baby of Mr Frascr, born under protest from Mr Mul-"
doon™ who again criticised the gathering as a waste of -
time. Co. .
A reporter tried in vain to draw Dr Mahathir into

the controversy.-When he asked the Prime Minister !
for his view on Mr Muldoon’s remark that “at a con-:
ference like this you probably get a suntan, have a’
great swim and that a conference like this is useless”, :
Dr Mahathir replied smilingly:
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Muldoon. That is his view..." : C
" At this confercnce Mr Muldoon found someone who
“shared his view. The Solomon Islands leader was,

quoted as having said the mecting was a waste of time :

and boring. ' . :
/“It was a good public relations exercise for Fiji, !
Australia apd New Zealand,” said the Foreign Affairs
;- and International Trade Minister, Mr Dennis Lulei.
-+ As far as the usefulness of Chogrm was concerned, !
i the remarks by the two ‘lcaders were voices in the),
wilderness. ' o
The host, Fijian Prime Minister Ratu Sir Kamises¢ |
Mara, retorted that such a comment was “boring” for+
it was heard before. 5
Winding up the five-day Summit, the Fiji leader
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hathir is refreshing. His rationale against a global

.conference to restructure the world's financial sys-
tem (proposed by New Zealand Premier Robert Mul-

said: “I find that there arc 10 projects under way at the |
Solomons — copra oil extraction, Jaundry soap, seft!
drinks, sheet metal... That is done inthe last two years |

doon) has never been put in that way before.”

A conference source said that Australian Prime
‘Minister Malcolm Fraser and the South Pacific is-

-;land nations were happy that Dr Mahathir also spoke

"out on their behalf in his hitting out at the “exploit-
ative activities” of developed nations and the work _— SR R N

. ethic of their workers. P X c(i ?olomon§ leader) said he agreed with the contént. He '
" Both Mr Fraser and the Fijian host have strong | gqpalf‘ticlp‘ate in the debate...” o d
trade unions at home. At that time in Australia, Qan- 7 . ur; tx_‘tascr said one of the real benefits‘of Chogrm "
~ {tas flights were affected by some stoppage of work by © ah} provides a forum for small island Statesina ..
| the staff in protest against ay which enables thelr voices Lo be heard, their opin-

since the last Chogrm. I do not know what they. ke -
asking for.” ~ ‘ . . o A

Dr Mahathir had: thjs to say: “I don't know, they
were there all the times T think I am correct in saying..
that when we sat downto endorse the communiqq_c,be

e

a move to cut down cabin |,
t

crow. ; | :ions cxpressed and given weight to. That most likely -
. 7In Fiji, hotel staff deferred their strike because of | eggi Jfot happen in any other-international confer-
‘the Summit. \' g o

-~ Dr Mahathir's informality — “he has no airs, is ap- |’
"proachable — and his sense of humour made him af meet informally and to listen to the views of others. In
favourite with the Press. o B + other gatherings it would have been inhibited.

Bul the opportunity of an “exclusive” with Dr Ma-i; He found the Pacific Islanders, including the Mal-
hathir for Radio Australia journalist Richard An-!dives, very realistic. Their leaders were down to
drews was dashed when his cquipment failed him. . carth, concerned with their immediate problems to

Later inpassing, Dr Mahathir briefly related his {try to make lifc easier for their peoples.
expérience to the Malaysian Press. » Father Walter Lini of Vanuatu (independent {n 1980

A disgppointed Richard said later it was mest em- 1With a 117,000 population) said the meeting was “not i -
‘barrassing for him. - -+ ¥l 6T vl 0 dominated” by a small number of countries as was 80

‘in the past. “This time it was full of a sense of co-

operation and understanding.” ‘

Premier Lee of Singapore said it was refreshing to - :




“That the small island nations really spoke their! Where Mr Muldoon blames ‘the sometimes harsh’

g;:}lgsl (?:(‘ijclrumdly' too, was demonstrated by the Mal-| conditions set by the IMF on loans for driving poor
Prosident | countries to international banks, Mr Fraser blamed
_President Maumoon revealed at a closed-door ses- “national imprudence”, saying some' countries-had!
sion that in 1977, the Russians offered his country $1' simply over-borrowed. ’ :
)‘;‘lll".lon. to lease the former British military base on " Later when asked at a Press conference if he was
the island-of Gan. i.critical of Mr Muldoon's proposal, Mr Fraser said he
"It could have built 20 primary schools (the Mal-was not hostile to it but was just pointing out some of.
dives then had only three), five regional hospitals the consequences relating toit. | r
. (they had only one then), and so on. But I argued (he! ‘He had simply. pointed out that theCommonwealth,
. was then Transport Minister) that we would jeopar- Fitiance Mitisters had set upa wide-ranging review.
i dxscl%urlposittion asa non-?ligned country and thatwe' ..~ ' =
; would alienate oursclves from the I i " he!
o s e Islamic world, hej Messuge
+ (The 160,000 people in the Maldives — a éroup of! - . .
; 1,200 islands, south-west of Sri lanka — are Sunnit “Once that is available we will be in-a much better
" Muslims.) . ipgsition to judge what the next step ought to be...”
" The President then spoke of the tariff barriers put; Mr Fraser also said he would not like to see the
' up by the United States against garments manufac- [pressure fér global negotiations of the North-South
: tured by the Maldives' budding industry. - |dialogue to be weakened py pressure for other forms:
It was a very difficult situation to be in — and ‘per. ‘of negotiations. o o
haps their problems, that of small fragile economies | Mr Muldoon, apparently, must have his last say.
— were not toally understood by countries like the US, ‘The New Zealand leader {a cost accountant) accused
he said. : . Mr Fraser (who has.a Master's degree in philosophy,.
While the absence of Soviet bases contributed to politics and economics) as being ignorant of the inter-
stability in the South Pacific region, some of the small 'national banking system.. o
island nations did stress the pressures they were | “He is not a Finance Minister. It's not his field." = |
working under. i : ¢ Mr.-Muldoon said he was finding it more difficult to:
They were also being wooed by the Russians, They |get his message across at Chogrm than in the Om-
"have so far held out against co-operating with them. lmonwealth Finance Ministers’ meeting in London. -
' “But 1 think they can hold out for so long. There | The Commonwealth Secretariat's economic chief,!
may be a time when they just have to accept the fact |Dr B. Persaud, said: “The decision seems to be going |
that they arc not getting anything from the US, There- [this way — let the Commonwealth group do the study |
‘for(é tll)lc}],‘vl m}e]xy have to co-operate with the Russians,” jand that will point out whether you need a separate
‘said Dr Mahathir. ' {

. world economic conference.”’ ]

“They agree on the need to be close to the US, be! Meanwhile, Mr Muldoon will move on his own ini-:
ifriendly and to wish the US well, but they feel that it is - tiative to gain more support for his proposal. He will!
‘not being reciprocated.” L .icontact Britain's Margaret Thatcher and Canada's

Economic issues, including practical regional co- " Pierre Trudeau. o X
roperalion, dominated the . . . { ‘The drafting committee spent hours haggling over
‘discussions. Dr Mahathir said the leaders were pessi-| the words “welcome” and “noted with appreciation”

mistic about the global situation because they had’ for that particular proposal. It settled for the latter,
‘reason to be so. ) o

“At the. moment I don't see any solution. The only
solution™] see is of coursc'if they can bring down the
Jinterest rates, which is killing international trade.”

1t is difficult to keep track of the number of Press
conferences held by Mr Muldoon and Mr Fraser and

‘tHe “favoutite topic was Negw Zealand's ,mpnetaryi

reform initiatives to overcome-what Wellimgton de-

scribed as the “political logjam on' the trade and
payments front.” ) S Ly

Since Mr Fraser spoke against the proposat in the
closed-door discussion, the New Zealanders appeared
‘to blame him for preventing unanimity on the subject.:

According to them, Mr Fraser took a bullish liné. He.
showed fundamental disagreement with Mr Mul-
doon's analysis of the causges of the continuing mone-:
tarvy crisis. ' : L

.and both Mr Fraser and Mr Muldoon can claim that

their views prevailed. '
The relevant section of the communique reads:
“Without prejudice to global negotiations, but mindful,
of the emergency facing the world economy, heads of;
government noted with appreciation the New Zealand!
proposal for a review of the Bretton Woods system. :
“Acknowledging the need for an appropriate review’
and for reform of the world’s trading and payments'
arrangements on lines responsive to contemporary
needs and realities, they agreed that their govern-
ments would give particular attention'to it in the light
of the study Commonwealth Finance Ministers had .
commissioned from the Commonwealth Secretariat.”
The next Chogrm will Be held in Papua New Guinea,
in 1984. - . : '
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